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A week after Bloody Sunday, civil rights protesters appealed to President
Johnson to address the situation in Selma. Later that evening, Johnson

would appeal to a joint session of Congress to pass the Voting Rights Act.
Photograph courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Dedication:
50th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act

In 1965, exactly 50 years ago, the Civil Rights Act had been signed
into law. The 24th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States
had banned poll taxes and the 15th Amendment had guaranteed all Amer-
icans the right to vote, but African Americans continued to face tremen-
dous obstacles to voting—or even registering to vote. Many states, par-
ticularly in the Deep South, employed oppressive tactics including
grandfather clauses, literacy tests, physical intimidation, restrictive resi-
dency policies and a new version of the poll tax: voter registration fees.
Civil rights leaders, including Martin Luther King, Jr. and John Lewis,
focused on this last, critical frontier of voting rights.

Systematic denial of black Americans’ constitutional right to vote was
institutionalized in the Jim Crow South for generations after slavery was
ended by the Civil War and the 13th Amendment. Nearly 100 years after
the 14th and 15th Amendments abolished the denial of voting rights
based on race and guaranteed the protections, freedoms and rights of the
federal constitution—theoretically trumping all contrary state constitu-
tions and laws—millions of black Americans could not exercise their
constitutional right to vote.

The federal Civil Rights Act of 1964 banned racial discrimination in
everything from housing to hiring, education to public accommoda-
tions—a historic, monumental achievement. But Martin Luther King, Jr.
and other grassroots activists in the civil rights movement faced an even
more difficult challenge: vanquishing insidious restrictive voting prac-
tices once and for all, and truly allowing access to the ballot box for all
Americans. In a January 1965 conversation with King, President Lyndon
Johnson said there would not be anything as powerful for the civil rights
movement as unfettered access to the ballot box; that a comprehensive
voting rights act would be bigger than the Civil Rights Act.! Yet Johnson
struggled with competing issues on his legislative agenda such as Medi-

I Beschloss, Michael R. Reaching for Glory: Lyndon Johnson’s Secret White House
Tapes, 1964-1965. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001. Print. pp. 161-162.
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care and the war on poverty at home, while the growing conflict in Viet-
nam was consuming more time, resources and attention overseas.

Civil rights activists were not deterred by competing national interests.
The American constitution delegated many powers to the states, and elec-
tion administration was traditionally controlled locally. In counties with
majority black populations across the Deep South there was scarcely any
voter participation among African American citizens. An overwhelm-
ingly white voting population repeatedly elected segregationist politi-
cians who kept in place discriminatory and oppressive policies. Civil
rights activists knew that democracy existed in theory and on paper for
black men and women of the South, but not in reality.

Most importantly, civil rights activists knew that the historic achieve-
ments of the Civil Rights Act would hold no real meaning if voting rights
could effectively be denied based on race. King said, “So long as I do
not firmly and irrevocably possess the right to vote I do not possess
myself. I cannot make up my mind—it is made up for me. I cannot live
as a democratic citizen, observing the laws I have helped to enact—I can
only submit to the edict of others.” 2

In early 1965, a push began for federal legislation that would protect
the right to vote for every American citizen, and abolish discriminatory
and restrictive local voting laws designed to exclude non-whites. King,
Lewis, and the leadership of various civil rights organizations knew their
move would be controversial--even among their political allies in Con-
gress--and it would be earlier than President Johnson would have pre-
ferred.

These civil rights leaders also knew that their mission would be dan-
gerous. Local politicians, including Sherriff Jim Clark of Dallas County
and Governor George Wallace of Alabama viewed protecting the white-
only vote as the last stand for racial segregation. They were likely to
suppress a grassroots voter registration drive with violence, and use state
and local police forces to beat the protesting black citizens and their allies
from across the country into submission and retreat. They knew that the

2 King, Jr., Dr. Martin Luther. “Give Us the Ballot, We Will Transform the South.”
March on Washington. Lincoln Memorial, Washington, DC. May 17, 1957. Speech.
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people who participated in the struggle for voting rights would almost
certainly be arrested, many would be beaten; some might die.

But King and other civil rights leaders had a shrewd sense of the
American moment, and they were committed to non-violent protest as
modeled by Mahatma K. Ghandi. President Johnson told King, “If you
can find the worst conditions that you run into in Alabama, Mississippi,
or Louisiana, or South Carolina . . . and if you just take that one illustra-
tion and get it on radio and get it on television, and get it in the pulpits,
get it in the meetings, get it every place you can, pretty soon, the fellow
that didn’t do anything but drive a tractor will say, “That’s not right.
That’s not fair.”” 3

Less than two months later, on March 7, 1965, the “worst conditions”
were realized: violent beatings stemming from the first attempt to march
in Selma, now known as Bloody Sunday. The tragic events on the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge were broadcast nationwide on live television, wit-
nessed, finally, by all Americans, including the President. After that fate-
ful day, it became very clear that opposing voting rights for all citizens
was the same as defending the actions of a segregationist power structure
that brutally repressed any opponents. The national political tide quickly
turned against Governor Wallace and his contemporaries, as the public
grew disgusted with such brutality in plain sight, for all to see.

On March 15, 1965, President Johnson addressed a joint session of
Congress and the nation, calling for swift passage of a strong voting rights
act. “At times,” Johnson stated, “history and fate meet at a single time
in a single place to shape a turning point in man’s unending search for
freedom. So it was at Lexington and Concord. So it was a century ago
at Appomattox. So it was last week in Selma, Alabama . . . Rarely in any
time does an issue lay bare the secret heart of America itself.”

He continued, “There is no Southern problem. There is no Northern
problem. There is only an American problem . . . the most basic right of
all [is] the right to choose your own leaders. The history of this country,
in large measure, is the history of expansion of that right to all of our
people. Many of the issues of civil rights are very complex and most
difficult. But about this there can and should be no argument. Every

3 Beschloss p.162.
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American citizen must have an equal right to vote . . . There is no duty
which weighs more heavily on us than the duty we have to ensure that
right.

“. .. Itis wrong—deadly wrong—to deny any of your fellow Amer-
icans the right to vote in this country. There is no issue of states’ rights
or national rights. There is only the struggle for human rights . . . really
it is all of us who must overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and
injustice. And we shall overcome. All Americans just must have the right
to vote.” 4

The legislation was more powerful than its most ardent backers could
have imagined, and the final vote for passage in both the House and
Senate saw strong, bipartisan majorities. The Voting Rights Act banned
states and local jurisdictions from enacting laws that instituted “voting
qualification or prerequisite to voting, or standard, practice, or procedure
... in a manner which results in a denial or abridgement of the right . . .
to vote on account of race,” color, or language minority status. The act
also banned the practice of gerrymandering voting districts in such a way
as to intentionally dilute the power of minority voters. The law allowed
any American citizen disenfranchised by election laws violating this pro-
vision of the Voting Rights Act to sue in federal court to have these laws
overturned.

The Voting Rights Act established a preclearance process for all new
election laws in jurisdictions with a history of racial discrimination in
voting. Under federal preclearance, before a new voting law could take
effect, the federal justice department evaluated it for compliance with the
Voting Rights Act. This was a crucial check on state and local govern-
ments that had stood in the way of voting rights for black Americans.
Over the ensuing decades, hundreds of state and local voting laws were
rejected by the federal Department of Justice after being found to violate
the Voting Rights Act.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 has accomplished much. Millions of
black Americans have cast ballots, changed governments and elected
African Americans to office at every level of government. But the law

4 Johnson, President Lyndon B. “The American Promise.” Congress. House Chamber,
United States Capitol, Washington, DC. March 15, 1965. Congressional Address.

(viii)



remains at the center of debates around voting in this country. On June
25, 2013, the United States Supreme Court decided Shelby County v.
Holder. In a 5-4 decision the court effectively struck down the preclear-
ance section of the Act, asserting that Congress relied on outdated data
when renewing the law. The court said that the Department of Justice
had to show a current pattern of discriminatory intent in the enactment
of election law, one which would harm certain groups of voters. If such
a pattern were shown, then federal officials could still use the “bail-in”
provision of the Voting Rights Act to subject a state or local jurisdiction
to preclearance—but only based on current circumstances, not past prac-
tice.

To the plaintiffs in the case, the government of Shelby County, Ala-
bama, the 2013 decision represented a vindication that times had changed
and Jim Crow was gone. They argued that even though their predecessors
had enforced white-only voting for generations, the current local gov-
ernment should not have to continue to pay for the sins of the past. They
argued that strong enforcement of the Voting Rights Act by the federal
Department of Justice had succeeded in eliminating racist practices in
local election administration. Congressman John Lewis, who had led
those peaceful marchers on Bloody Sunday to meet the force of police
batons, tear gas and whips, disagreed. He called the Supreme Court’s
decision “a dagger in the heart of voting access.”

It is true that the Voting Rights Act was born of specific historic cir-
cumstances of the systematic effort to deny people of color their consti-
tutional right to vote. But it is hard to argue that at least some vestige of
the denial of rights does not remain. For example, immediately after the
Shelby case, some of the very same states that were required to pre-clear
changes in their election laws under the Voting Rights Act immediately
attempted passage of new laws, potentially just as discriminatory as poll
taxes were in the past, such as onerous voter ID requirements and proof
of citizenship in order to vote. Cases challenging these new laws are
before the courts today.

Our charge as we mark this 50th anniversary since the enactment of
the Voting Rights Act is to never forget the violence that met peace in
1965. We simply cannot take voting rights for granted or assume that
once we have won a great victory for civil or human rights that the fight
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President Lyndon B. Johnson moves to shake hands with Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. after signing the Voting Rights act of 1965 into law.
Photograph courtesy of the LBJ Presidential Library.



is over and settled. We must be forever vigilant and prevent systemic
discrimination of any kind in our voting system.

Elections are the means by which we Americans govern ourselves.
Those of us in public service—and all citizens—should be doing every-
thing we can to ensure that every citizen who is eligible to vote is able
to cast a ballot. Ultimately, it is up to each of us to preserve the right to
vote; to remember the darkest parts of our past; and to carry on the legacy
of Martin Luther King, Jr., Congressman John Lewis, President Lyndon
Johnson and the many thousands of others who sacrificed so much so
that all Americans could enjoy the constitutional right to vote unfettered.
As President Johnson charged us in the spring of 1965, “Let each of us
look within our own hearts and our own communities, and let each of us
put our shoulder to the wheel to root out injustice wherever it exists.”

It is for those leaders and many others and with the spirit of the con-
tinued expansion of voting rights that I gratefully dedicate the 2015 State
Register and Manual. We forever owe our predecessors in the civil rights
movement a sincere debt of gratitude, and we must always be vigilant to
protect those rights and freedoms for which so many fought and died on
our behalf. May the Voting Rights Act continue to be strengthened for
the next 50 years and beyond by the American Congress and judicial
system, and may it be a beacon of freedom and the power of the people
to change their circumstances for generations to come.

AV

Denise W. Merrill
Secretary of the State

5 Johnson Congressional Address.
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Another Championship Closer to Legendary Status

In the history of collegiate athletics, there was only one. They called
him “the Wizard of Westwood” for his unparalleled string of NCAA
basketball championships in the 1960s and 1970s while head coach of
the UCLA men’s basketball program. John Wooden was his name, and
he coached a series of basketball legends in their own right such as Lew
Alcindor (later Kareem Abdul Jabbar), Bill Walton, and Larry Brown,
just to name a few. In all, John Wooden’s UCLA men’s basketball teams
won 10 NCAA championships, and no one had ever done that since—
until, that is, 2015, when another coach tied that record. That coach is
Geno Auriemma of the University of Connecticut.

On April 7! of this year, Coach Auriemma led his team to a 10t
NCAA basketball championship with a 63-53 win over the University of
Notre Dame, tying Wooden’s record, once thought to be unbreakable.
Of course, Coach Geno didn’t do this himself. It took many tireless hours
of practice and key, sustained standout performances by players such as
Breanna Stewart (named the NCAA tournament outstanding player of
the year three years in a row), leadership and management from point
guard Moriah Jefferson, clutch shooting from senior Kaleena Mosqueda-
Lewis and assists from bench players like freshman Kia Nurse.

To coach one women’s Division I NCAA basketball team to one cham-
pionship is an amazing accomplishment. And it is a group accomplish-
ment: the coach sets the tone and expectations, the players integrate the
coach’s winning formula and do the hard work of preparing for games
and executing the plan during 40 minutes of play on the court for every
game. Veteran players who were coached by such basketball greats as
Geno Auriemma, Pat Summit, John Wooden, Phil Jackson, Larry Brown
or KC Jones, will tell you—every one of them—that it was not just that
the coach was great or inspiring in combination with the players’ talent
that created success. Those great coaches—and many others—introduced
an entire system of understanding the game, the players’ role in it, and
how the flow of the team and the game stem from understanding that
program. Often times the players who go on to greatness credit these
coaches with helping to give them an organizing principle to their entire
lives because they were able to master their system for understanding the
game of basketball.
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The accomplishments of all of the women who have learned and mas-
tered Coach Auriemma’s basketball system are nothing short of breath-
taking. Stretching back 20 years from the days of Rebecca Lobo and Jen
Rizzotti to Swin Cash, Diana Taurasi, Tina Charles, Maya Moore and so
many others, the UConn Women’s basketball program has now inspired
an entire generation of fans and aspiring young women players. It is the
sustained excellence of the Women Huskies and rivalries with squads at
Tennessee, Stanford, Notre Dame and other schools that really gave rise
to the popularity of women’s basketball across the country. You could
even say that the wonderful play on the court of the UConn Women’s
teams and others created the demand for the WNBA alternative and a
women’s professional league. Twenty years ago it would have been im-
possible to imagine women’s professional leagues in Europe, South
America or Asia, yet today such leagues are thriving.

So now, the UConn Huskies women’s basketball team stands on the
precipice of unique greatness: by winning one more championship under
coach Geno Auriemma they will do what no American college basketball
program has ever done—win 11 NCAA Division I championships. I will
say again what I have said before—we never take it for granted, and it
never gets old. Thank you to all the UConn Women Husky champions
for yet another national title, thank you to Coach Auriemma for 20 years
of inspiration and greatness, and thank you all for allowing us to dream
and have our dreams come true. We are so proud of you and we will
always appreciate everything you have done for UConn, for Connecticut,
and for all of us. I will always be a big fan. GO HUSKIES!!

Yy Ava

Denise W. Merrill
Secretary of the State
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In Memory of
Service Members from Connecticut
Lost in Afghanistan and Iraq

March 2002 — September 2004

(Memorialized in the 2004 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

John A. Chapman
Phillip A. Jordan
Kemaphoom Ahn Chanawongse
Wilfredo Perez, Jr.
Richard Selden Eaton, Jr.
David Travis Friedrich
Anthony D’ Agostino
Phillip R. Albert
Jeffrey Braun
Eric Thomas Paliwoda
Benjamin Gilman
Tyanna Avery-Felder
Felix Delgreco
Nathan B. Bruckenthal
Melissa Hobart
Jacob D. Martir




October 2004 — October 2005

(Memorialized in the 2005 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

William Brennan
Kevin J. Dempsey
Joseph Michael Nolan
Michael J. McMahon
Henry E. Irizarry
Robert Hoyt
Thomas E. Vitagliano
Lawrence R. Philippon
John T. Schmidt, IIT
Christopher Hoskins
Steve Reich
David Coullard

November 2005 — September 2006

(Memorialized in the 2006 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Brian S. Letendre
Stephen Bixler
Jordan C. Pierson
Philip A. Johnson
Nicholas A. Madaras




November 2006 — May 2007

(Memorialized in the 2007 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Jason Hamill
Joseph E. Phaneuf, II
Richard L. Ford
Stephen K. Richardson
Orlando E. Gonzalez*

Keith Heidtman

June 2007 — April 2008

(Memorialized in the 2008 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Andre Craig, Jr.
Jason D. Lewis
Jason Lantieri

May 2008 — May 2009

(Memorialized in the 2009 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Christian S. Cotner

Thomas J. Brown

* The memorial for Orlando E. Gonzalez appears in the 2012 edition of the
Connecticut State Register and Manual.



June 2009 — May 2010
(Memorialized in the 2010 edition

of the State Register and Manual)
Edward C. Kramer
Dennis J. Pratt*
Benjamin A. Sklaver
Xhacob LaTorre
Ronald J. Spino
Tyler O. Griffin

Edwin Rivera

June 2010 — May 2011

(Memorialized in the 2011 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Steven J. DeLuzio
Gebrah P. Noonan
David R. Fahey, Jr.
Dae Han Park
Frank E. Adamski, 111
Raymond G. Estelle, II
Richard C. Emmons, III

Eric D. Soufrine

* The memorial for Dennis J. Pratt appears in the 2012 edition of the Connecticut
State Register and Manual.



June 2011 — August 2012

(Memorialized in the 2012 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Brian R. Bill
Edward J. Frank, II
Ari R. Cullers
Philip C.S. Schiller

September 2012 — June 2013

(Memorialized in the 2013 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Andrew M. Pedersen-Keel

June 2013 — December 2014

(Memorialized in the 2014 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Todd J. Lobraico, Jr.
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PREFACE TO THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

The Declaration of Independence is generally re-
garded as one of the most famous documents in the
history of the world. On June 10, 1776, the Continental
Congress appointed a committee, consisting of Thomas
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger Sher-
man and Robert R. Livingston to draft a Declaration of
Independence.

Jefferson wrote out a rough draft of the Declaration,
which was carefully revised by the committee and pre-
sented to Congress for adoption. After some further
slight revisions by that body, it was adopted on July 4,
1776, at Philadelphia.

The parchment with the original signatures was de-
posited with the Department of State when the govern-

ment was organized in 1789.

The original Declaration of Independence was trans-
ferred from the Department of State, by direction of the
late President Warren G. Harding, to the Library of Con-
gress. In 1952, at the direction of Congress, it was trans-
ferred to the National Archives Building, Washington,
D.C., where it rests today.
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
In Congress, July 4, 1776

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION
of the
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people
to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to
assume, among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which
the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel
them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed, by their Creator, with certain unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.—That to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed, that whenever any form of government becomes destructive
of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety
and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that governments long established,
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all ex-
perience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably
the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it
is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new
guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their
former systems of government. The history of the present King of Great Britain
is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute tyranny over these States. To prove this, let facts
be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the
public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing im-
portance, unless suspended in their operations till his assent should be obtained;
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the
legislature, a right inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable,
and distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of
fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be
elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned
to the people at large for their exercise; the State remaining, in the meantime,
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

“
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He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose
obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new appropri-
ations of lands.

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws
for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices,
and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers
to harass our people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the consent
of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to the civil
power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts
of pretended legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders which
they should commit on the inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our consent:

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury:

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province,
establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, so
as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same
absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering
fundamentally the forms of our governments:

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection, and
waging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed
the lives of our people.

He is, at this time, transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete
the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances
of cruelty and perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the high seas, to bear
arms against their country, to become the executioners of their friends and
brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to
bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose
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known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and
conditions.

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most
humble terms: our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.
A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a
tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have
warned them, from time to time, of attempts by their legislature to extend an
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances
of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice
and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred
to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections
and correspondence. They, too, have been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces
our separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war,
in peace friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General
Congress assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rec-
titude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people
of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these United Colonies are,
and of right ought to be, free and independent States; that they are absolved
from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all political connection between
them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and
that as free and independent States they have full power to levy war, conclude
peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things
which independent States may of right do. And for the support of this declaration,
with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge
to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honour.

JOHN HANCOCK.

New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay,
Josiah Bartlett, Saml. Adams,
Wm. Whipple, John Adams,
Matthew Thornton; Robt. Treat Pain,
Elbridge Gerry;
Rhode Island etc., Delaware
Step. Hopkins, Caesar Rodney,
William Ellery; Geo. Read,
Tho. M’Kean;
Connecticut, Maryland,
Roger Sherman, Samuel Chase,
Saml. Huntington, Wm. Paca,
Wm. Williams, Thos. Stone,
Oliver Wolcott; Charles Carroll,

of Carrolton;
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New York,
Wm. Floyd,
Phil Livingston,
Frans. Lewis,
Lewis Morris;

New Jersey,

Richd. Stockton,

Jno. Witherspoon,
Fras. Hopkinson,

John Hart,

Abra. Clark;

Pennsylvania,

Robt. Morris,
Benjamin Rush,
Benja. Franklin,
John Morton,
Geo. Clymer,
Jas. Smith,
Geo. Taylor,
James Wilson,
Geo. Ross;

Ordered

Virginia,
George Wythe,
Richard Henry Lee,
Thos. Jefferson,
Benja. Harrison,
Thos. Nelson, jr.,
Francis Lighfoot Lee,
Carter Braxton;

North Carolina,
‘Wm. Hooper,
Joseph Hewes,
John Penn;

South Carolina,
Edward Rutledge,
Thos. Heyward, junr.,
Thomas Lynch, junr.,
Arthur Middleton;

Georgia,
Button Gwinnett,
Lyman Hall,
Geo. Walton.

IN CONGRESS,
January 18, 1777.

That an authenticated copy of the Declaration of independence, with the names
of the Members of Congress subscribing the same, be sent to each of the United
States, and that they be desired to have the same put on record.

By Order of Congress,
Attest, CHAS. THOMSON,
Secy.
A true copy,
JOHN HANCOCK,
Presidt.

JOHN HANCOCK,
President.



PREFACE TO THE
UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

The United States Constitution is the oldest federal
constitution in existence. It was so well framed that it
has served as the basis for this government for two
centuries. Only once has it been seriously endangered,
this being during the Civil War. Many of its principles
have been adopted by other countries.

The Constitution was the outgrowth of a convention
of delegates from the different states that met in Phila-
delphia in May, 1787, Rhode Island not being repre-
sented. George Washington presided over the conven-
tion, which lasted from May to September.

The Constitution was then submitted to the then ex-
isting states for ratification, with a provision that it
should become effective when ratified by nine states.
New Hampshire was the ninth state to ratify, June 21,
1788, and the Constitution went into effect in 1789.

The states ratified the Constitution in the following
order: Delaware, Dec. 7; Pennsylvania, Dec. 12, and
New Jersey, Dec. 18, 1787; Georgia, Jan. 2; Connecti-
cut, Jan. 9; Massachusetts, Feb. 6; Maryland, Apr. 28;
South Carolina, May 23; New Hampshire, June 21; Vir-
ginia, June 25, and New York, July 26, 1788; North
Carolina, Nov. 21, 1789, and Rhode Island, May 29,
1790.
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*CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PREAMBLE.

WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, in Order to form a more perfect
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common
defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the
United States of America.

ARTICLE 1.

Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress
of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Represen-
tatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members cho-
sen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in
each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most nu-
merous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age
of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and
who shall not, when elected be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be
chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States
which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers,
which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons,
including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians
not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made
within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States,
and within every subsequent Term of ten Years in such Manner as they shall
by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every
thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until
such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled
to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Dela-
ware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five
and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive
Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers;
and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators
from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each
Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election,
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes.
The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration

of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year,
and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may

*Connecticut ratified the Constitution Jan. 9, 1788, having been the fifth State to vote for ratification.

©
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be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or oth-
erwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof
may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature,
which shall then fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty
Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not,
when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but
shall have no Vote unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore,
in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of
President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting
for that Purpose they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of
the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall
be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal
from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust
or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be
liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to
Law.

Section 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators
and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof;
but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except
as to the Places of chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meetings
shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a
different Day.

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qual-
ifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum
to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may
be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner,
and under such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members
for disorderly Behavior, and with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time
publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy;
and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall,
at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall without the Consent of
the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in
which the two Houses shall be sitting.

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for
their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the
United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of
the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of
their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for
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any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other
Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected,
be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which
shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased
during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States,
shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.

Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Rep-
resentatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on
other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the
Senate, shall, before it becomes a Law, be presented to the President of the
United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with
his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter
the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after
such Reconsideration two-thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it
shall be sent, together with the objections to the other House, by which it shall
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall
become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be deter-
mined by yeas and nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against
the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill
shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after
it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner
as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its
Return, in which Case it shall not be a law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and
House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjourn-
ment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the
Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him,
shall be repassed by two-thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives,
according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties,
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises
shall be uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States,
and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization and uniform Laws on the
subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the
Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current
Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited
Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings
and Discoveries;
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To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and
Offences against the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules con-
cerning Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall
be for a longer Term than two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation to the land and naval
Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union,
suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for gov-
erning such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States,
reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the
Authority of Training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Con-
gress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District
(not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and
the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United
States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent
of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of
Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, Dock-Yards and other needful Building;—And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution
in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.

Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States
now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress
prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may
be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless
when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the
Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to
the Ports of one State over those of another; nor shall Vessels bound to, or from,
one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appro-
priations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts
and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person
holding any office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of
the Congress accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.
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Section 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation;
grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make
any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any
Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Con-
tracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties
on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing
its inspection Laws; and the net Produce of All Duties and Imposts, laid by any
State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United
States: and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the
Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage,
keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or
Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless
actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE II.

Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United
States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and,
together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as
follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct,
a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Represen-
tatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or
Representative or Person holding an office of Trust or Profit under the United
States, shall be appointed an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two
Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with
themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the
Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit
sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the
President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of
the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes
shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall
be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors
appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an
equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately
chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority,
then from the five highest on the list the said House shall in like Manner chuse
the President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States,
the Representation from each State having one Vote; a quorum for this Purpose
shall consist of a Member or Members from two-thirds of the States, and a
Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after
the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of
the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more
who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice
President.

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day
on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout
the United States.
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No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States,
at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office
of President; neither shall any person be eligible to that Office who shall not
have attained to the age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident
within the United States.

In case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Res-
ignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the
Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide
for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President
and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such
Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President
shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation
which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other
Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following
Oath or Affirmation:—*‘I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully
execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my
Ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States.”’

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy
of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into
the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing,
of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any subject
relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to
grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in
cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to
make Treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall
nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint
Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court,
and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein
otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law; but the Congress
may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper,
in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during
the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the
End of their next Session.

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of
the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures
as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions,
convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between
them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such
Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public
Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall
Commission all the Officers of the United States.

Section 4. The President, Vice President, and all civil Officers of the United
States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of,
Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.
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ARTICLE III.

Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to
time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts,
shall hold their Offices during good Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive
for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their
Continuance in Office.

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity,
arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made,
or which shall be made, under their Authority;—to all Cases affecting Ambas-
sadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;—to all Cases of admiralty and mar-
itime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which the United States shall be a
party;—to Controversies between two or more States:—between a State and
Citizens of another State;—between Citizens of different States;—between Cit-
izens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and
between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and
those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original
jurisdiction. In all other Cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have
appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under
such regulations as the Congress shall make.

The trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury;
and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been
committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such
Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying
War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort.
No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Wit-
nesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no
Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during
the Life of the Person attainted.

ARTICLE 1V.

Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the Public
Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress
may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and
Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and
Immunities of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who
shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the
executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be
removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof,
escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein,
be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim
of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.
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Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but
no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other
State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts
of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as
well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and
Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United
States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice
any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.

Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a
Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Inva-
sion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the
Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.

ARTICLE V.

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary,
shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the
Legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for
proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and
Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-
fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the
one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided
that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight
hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the
Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall
be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.

ARTICLE VI.

All debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of
this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Consti-
tution, as under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in
Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the
Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the
Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or
Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the
several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the
United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation,
to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.
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ARTICLE VIL

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the
Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.

The Word ‘‘the,”” being interlined between the
seventh and eighth Lines of the first Page, The
Word ““Thirty’” being partly written on an Erazure
in the fifteenth Line of the first Page, The Words
“‘is tried”” being interlined between the thirty sec-
ond and thirty third Lines of the first Page and the
Word “‘the’’ being interlined between the forty
third and forty fourth lines of the second Page.
Attest William Jackson Secretary

New Hampshire
Massachusetts
Connecticut

New York
New Jersey

—— — = =

Pennsylvania

Delaware

Maryland

Virginia

—

North Carolina

Done in Convention by the Unani-
mous Consent of the States present the
Seventeenth Day of September in the
Year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and eighty seven and of the
Independence of the United States of
America the Twelfth In witness
whereof We have hereunto subscribed
our Names,

Go. WASHINGTON—Presidt.
and deputy from Virginia

JOHN LANGDON,
NICHOLAS GILMAN;

NATHANIEL GORHAM,
Rurus KING;

WM. Saml. JOHNSON,
ROGER SHERMAN;

ALEXANDER HAMILTON;

WIL: LIVINGSTON,
DAVID BREARLEY,
‘WM. PATERSON,
JoNA: DAYTON;

B. FRANKLIN,
THOMAS MIFFLIN,
ROBT. MORRIS,
GEO. CLYMER,
THOS. FITZSIMONS,
JARED INGERSOLL,
JAMES WILSON,
GOuvV MORRIS;

GEO: READ,

GUNNING BEDFORD JUN,
JOHN DICKINSON,
RICHARD BASSETT,
JACO: BROOM;

JAMES MCHENRY,
DAN OF ST THOS: JENIFER,
DANL CARROLL;

JOHN BLAIR,
JAMES MADISON JR.;

WM. BLOUNT,
RicHP. DoBBS SPAIGHT,
Hu WILLIAMSON;
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South Carolina J. RUTLEDGE,
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY,
CHARLES PINCKNEY,
PIERCE BUTLER;

Georgia { WiLLIAM FEWw,
ABR BALDWIN.

The orthography and punctuation both of the constitution and the several amendments, as printed in
a copy furnished for the purpose by the Secretary of State of the United States, have been followed
exactly in printing this work.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES

Articles

IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States,
pursuant to the fifth Article of the Original Constitution.

ARTICLE L.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

ARTICLE II.

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the
right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

ARTICLE III.

No Soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the
consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by
law.

ARTICLE IV.

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and
no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affir-
mation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized.

1The first ten Amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the *‘Bill of
Rights.”” Ratified by this State April 19, 1939.
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ARTICLE V.

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime,
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising
in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of
War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal
case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use,
without just compensation.

ARTICLE VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

ARTICLE VIL!

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury,
shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according
to the rules of the common law.

ARTICLE VIIL

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel
and unusual punishments inflicted.

ARTICLE IX.

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed
to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

ARTICLE X.

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor pro-
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the
people.

ARTICLE X1.2

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to
any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United
States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign
State.

IThis applies only to United States courts.
2Ratified by this State May 15, 1794 (See House Journal 1794 and State Records 1794).
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ARTICLE XIL.3

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for Pres-
ident and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of
the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted
for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President,
and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of
all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each,
which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the
government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;—The
President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;—The
person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President,
if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and
if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest num-
bers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House
of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in
choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the representation
from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a
member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the
states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall
not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them,
before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act
as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the
President.—The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President,
shall be Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of
Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for
the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a
majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person
constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of
Vice-President of the United States.

ARTICLE XIIL#

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment
for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within
the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XIV.?

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge

3Proposed by Congress December 12, 1803. Not ratified by this State. Ratification announced by
Secretary of State, September 25, 1804.

4Proposed by Congress February 1, 1865. Ratified by this State May 5, 1865. Ratification announced
by Secretary of State, December 18, 1865.

SProposed by Congress June 16, 1866. Ratified by this State June 30, 1866. Ratification announced by
Secretary of State, July 28, 1868.
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the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States ac-
cording to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in
each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election
for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States,
Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or
the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants
of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States,
or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the
basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the
number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens
twenty-one years of age in such State.

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or
elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military,
under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an
oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a
member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any
State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies
thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such
disability.

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by
law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services
in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the
United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred
in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for
the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims
shall be held illegal and void.

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legis-
lation, the provisions of this article.
ARTICLE XV.6

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XVL.7

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from
whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and
without regard to any census or enumeration.

SProposed by Congress February 27, 1869. Ratified by this State May 19, 1869. Ratification announced
by Secretary of State, March 30, 1870.

TProposed by Congress July 12, 1909. Not ratified by this State. Ratification announced by the Secretary
of State of the United States, February 25, 1913.
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ARTICLE XVIL8

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each
state, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have
one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for
electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. When vacancies
happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority
of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, that
the legislature of any State may empower the executive thereof to make tem-
porary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the leg-
islature may direct. This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the
election or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the
Constitution.

ARTICLE XVIIL.?

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture,
sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof,
into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject
to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified
as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States,
as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the sub-
mission hereof to the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XIX.10

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XX.!!

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon
on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at
noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms would have
ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall
then begin.

Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such
meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law
appoint a different day.

8Proposed by Congress May 13, 1912. Ratified by this State April 15, 1913. Ratification announced
by the Secretary of State of the United States, May 31, 1913

9Proposed by Congress December 18, 1917. Ratlﬁcatlon announced by the Acting Secretary of the
United States, January 29, 1919. Became effective January 16, 1920. Not ratified by this State. Repealed
by Article XXI effective December 5, 1933

10Proposed by Congress June 4, 1919. Ratification announced by the Secretary of State of the United
States, August 26, 1920. Ratified by this State September 14, 1920, and September 21, 1920.

”Proposed by Congress March 2, 1932. Ratification announced by the Secretary of State of the United
States, February 6, 1933. Ratified by this State January 27, 1933.
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Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President,
the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become Pres-
ident. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the
beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then
the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qual-
ified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a
President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who
shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be
selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President
shall have qualified.

Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any
of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case
of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice
President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them.

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October
following the ratification of this article.

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified
as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several States within seven years from the date of its submission.

ARTICLE XXI.12

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the
United States is hereby repealed.

Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or pos-
session of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors,
in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified
as an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as
provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission
hereof to the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XXIL.13

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than
twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as President,
for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected
President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But this
Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this
Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who
may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term
within which this Article becomes operative from holding the office of President
or acting as President during the remainder of such term.

12Proposed by Congress February 20, 1933. Ratified by this State July 11, 1933. Ratification announced
by the Secretary of State of the United States, December 5, 1933.

3Proposed by Congress March 24, 1947. Ratified by this State May 21, 1947. Ratification announced
by the Secretary of State of the United States, March 1, 1951.
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Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified
as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several States within seven years from the date of its submission to the States
by the Congress.

ARTICLE XXIIL !

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United
States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: A number of
electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators
and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it
were a State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be
in addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for
the purposes of the election of President and Vice President, to be electors
appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the district and perform such duties
as provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XXIV.15

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary
or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or
Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any
poll tax or other tax.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XXV.16

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death
or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President,
the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon con-
firmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written decla-
ration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and
until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and
duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal
officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may
by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the

4proposed by Congress June 16, 1960. Ratified by this State March 9, 1961. Ratification announced
by the Administrator of General Services of the United States, April 3, 1961.

I5Proposed by Congress August 27, 1962. Ratified by this State March 20, 1963. Ratification announced
by the Administrator of General Services of the United States, February 4, 1964. Became effective on
January 23, 1964.

16proposed by Congress January 6, 1965. Ratified by this State February 14, 1967. Ratification con-
summated February 10, 1967 and announced by the Administrator of General Services of the United
States, February 23, 1967.
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Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the Pres-
ident is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President
shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration
that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless
the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive
department or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit
within four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide
the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session.
If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written dec-
laration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress
is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice
President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise,
the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

ARTICLE XXVI.17
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years
of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or
by any State on account of age.
Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XXVIL!8

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Rep-
resentatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have
intervened.

7Proposed by Congress March 23, 1971. Ratified by this State March 23, 1971. Ratification consum-
mated June 30, 1971 and announced by the Administrator of General Services of the United States, July
5, 1971.

18Proposed by Congress on September 25, 1789. Ratified in this state by House Joint Resolution No.
54, which was adopted by the House of Representatives on May 6, 1987, and by the Senate on May 13,
1987 and certified by the Archivist of the United States on May 18, 1992.



CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT

PREAMBLE.

The People of Connecticut acknowledging with gratitude, the good providence
of God, in having permitted them to enjoy a free government; do, in order more
effectually to define, secure, and perpetuate the liberties, rights and privileges
which they have derived from their ancestors; hereby, after a careful consid-
eration and revision, ordain and establish the following constitution and form
of civil government.

ARTICLE FIRST.
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

That the great and essential principles of liberty and free government may be
recognized and established,

WE DECLARE:

SEC. 1. All men when they form a social compact, are equal in rights; and
no man or set of men are entitled to exclusive public emoluments or privileges
from the community.

SEcC. 2. All political power is inherent in the people, and all free governments
are founded on their authority, and instituted for their benefit; and they have at
all times an undeniable and indefeasible right to alter their form of government
in such manner as they may think expedient.

SEc. 3. The exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, with-
out discrimination, shall forever be free to all persons in the state; provided,
that the right hereby declared and established, shall not be so construed as to
excuse acts of licentiousness, or to justify practices inconsistent with the peace
and safety of the state.

SEC. 4. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on
all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.

SEC. 5. No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of speech
or of the press.

SEC. 6. In all prosecutions or indictments for libels, the truth may be given
in evidence, and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the facts,
under the direction of the court.

SEC. 7. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and pos-
sessions from unreasonable searches or seizures; and no warrant to search any
place, or to seize any person or things, shall issue without describing them as
nearly as may be, nor without probable cause supported by oath or affirmation.

SEc. 8. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard
by himself and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the
accusation; to be confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process to obtain witnesses in his behalf; to be released on bail upon sufficient
security, except in capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption
great; and in all prosecutions by indictment or information, to a speedy, public
trial by an impartial jury. No person shall be compelled to give evidence against
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law,
nor shall excessive bail be required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall
be held to answer for any crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment,
unless on a presentment or an indictment of a grand jury, except in the armed
forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger.
(Sec. 8 amended in 1982. See Art. XVII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

(26)
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SEC. 9. No person shall be arrested, detained or punished, except in cases
clearly warranted by law.

SEC. 10. All courts shall be open, and every person, for an injury done to
him in his person, property or reputation, shall have remedy by due course of
law, and right and justice administered without sale, denial or delay.

SEC. 11. The property of no person shall be taken for public use, without just
compensation therefor.

SEC. 12. The privileges of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended,
unless, when in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it;
nor in any case, but by the legislature.

SEc. 13. No person shall be attainted of treason or felony, by the legislature.

SEC. 14. The citizens have a right, in a peaceable manner, to assemble for
their common good, and to apply to those invested with the powers of govern-
ment, for redress of grievances, or other proper purposes, by petition, address
or remonstrance.

SEC. 15. Every citizen has a right to bear arms in defense of himself and the
state.

SEC. 16. The military shall, in all cases, and at all times, be in strict subor-
dination to the civil power.

SEC. 17. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without
the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed
by law.

SEc. 18. No hereditary emoluments, privileges or honors, shall ever be granted,
or conferred in this state.

SEC. 19. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate.

(Sec. 19 amended in 1972. See Art. IV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 20. No person shall be denied the equal protection of the law nor be
subjected to segregation or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his
civil or political rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry or national
origin.

(Sec. 20 amended in 1974. See Art. V of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

(Sec. 20 amended in 1984. See Art. XXI of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

ARTICLE SECOND.*
OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.

The powers of government shall be divided into three distinct departments,
and each of them confided to a separate magistracy, to wit, those which are
legislative, to one; those which are executive, to another; and those which are
judicial, to another.

*(ARTICLE SECOND amended in 1982. See Art. XVIII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State
of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE THIRD.
OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEc. 1. The legislative power of the state shall be vested in two distinct houses
or branches; the one to be styled the senate, the other the house of represen-
tatives, and both together the general assembly. The style of their laws shall
be: Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General As-
sembly convened.



28 CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT

SEC. 2. There shall be a regular session of the general assembly to commence
on the Wednesday following the first Monday of the January next succeeding
the election of its members, and at such other times as the general assembly
shall judge necessary; but the person administering the office of governor may,
on special emergencies, convene the general assembly at any other time. All
regular and special sessions of the general assembly shall be held at Hartford,
but the person administering the office of governor may, in case of special
emergency, convene the assembly at any other place in the state. The general
assembly shall adjourn each regular session not later than the first Wednesday
after the first Monday in June following its organization and shall adjourn each
special session upon completion of its business. If any bill passed by any regular
or special session or any appropriation item described in Section 16 of Article
Fourth has been disapproved by the governor prior to its adjournment, and has
not been reconsidered by the assembly, or is so disapproved after such adjourn-
ment, the secretary of the state shall reconvene the general assembly on the
second Monday after the last day on which the governor is authorized to transmit
or has transmitted every bill to the secretary with his objections pursuant to
Section 15 of Article Fourth of this constitution, whichever occurs first; provided
if such Monday falls on a legal holiday the general assembly shall be reconvened
on the next following day. The reconvened session shall be for the sole purpose
of reconsidering and, if the assembly so desires, repassing such bills. The general
assembly shall adjourn sine die not later than three days following its recon-
vening.

(Sec. 2 amended in 1970. See Art. III of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEc. 3. The senate shall consist of not less than thirty and not more than fifty
members, each of whom shall be an elector residing in the senatorial district
from which he is elected. Each senatorial district shall be contiguous as to
territory and shall elect no more than one senator.

(Sec. 3 amended in 1970. See Art. II, Sec. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

SEC. 4. The house of representatives shall consist of not less than one hundred
twenty-five and not more than two hundred twenty-five members, each of whom
shall be an elector residing in the assembly district from which he is elected.
Each assembly district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more
than one representative. For the purpose of forming assembly districts no town
shall be divided except for the purpose of forming assembly districts wholly
within the town.

(Sec. 4 amended in 1970. See Art. II, Sec. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

SEC. 5. The establishment of districts in the general assembly shall be con-
sistent with federal constitutional standards.

(Sec. 5 amended in 1980. See Art. XVI, Sec. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)

SEC. 6. a. The assembly and senatorial districts as now established by law
shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly next after the
completion of the next census of the United States. Such general assembly shall,
upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each
house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper ap-
portionment of representation in accordance with the principles recited in this
article. Thereafter the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular
session following the completion of the census of the United States, upon roll
call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, enact
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such plan of districting as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this
article.

b. If the general assembly fails to enact a plan of districting by the first day
of the April next following the completion of the decennial census of the United
States, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission consisting of the eight
members designated by the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of
the house of representatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority
leader of the house of representatives, each of whom shall designate two mem-
bers of the commission, provided that there are members of no more than two
political parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event
that there are members of more than two political parties in a house of the
general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other than
that of the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of
representatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall
designate two members of the commission in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in
accordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan
of districting to the secretary of the state by the first day of the July next
succeeding the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to the
secretary unless it is certified by at least six members of the commission. Upon
receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law.

d. If by the first day of the July next succeeding the appointment of its members
the commission fails to submit a plan of districting, a board of three persons
shall forthwith be empaneled. The speaker of the house of representatives and
the minority leader of the house of representatives shall each designate, as one
member of the board, a judge of the superior court of the state, provided that
there are members of no more than two political parties in the house of rep-
resentatives. In the event that there are members of more than two political
parties in the house of representatives, all members belonging to the parties
other than that of the speaker shall select one of their number, who shall then
designate, as one member of the board, a judge of the superior court of the
state, in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of the house of repre-
sentatives. The two members of the board so designated shall select an elector
of the state as the third member.

e. The board shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in accordance
with the principles recited in this article and shall, by the first day of the October
next succeeding its selection, submit a plan of districting to the secretary. No
plan shall be submitted to the secretary unless it is certified by at least two
members of the board. Upon receiving such plan, the secretary shall publish the
same forthwith, and, upon publication, such plan of districting shall have full
force of law.

(Sec. 6, subsections a through e, amended in 1976. See Art. XII of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut; amended in 1980. See Art. XVI, Sec. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 7. The treasurer, secretary of the state, and comptroller shall canvass
publicly the votes for senators and representatives. The person in each senatorial
district having the greatest number of votes for senator shall be declared to be
duly elected for such district, and the person in each assembly district having
the greatest number of votes for representative shall be declared to be duly
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elected for such district. The general assembly shall provide by law the manner
in which an equal and the greatest number of votes for two or more persons so
voted for for senator or representative shall be resolved. The return of votes,
and the result of the canvass, shall be submitted to the house of representatives
and to the senate on the first day of the session of the general assembly. Each
house shall be the final judge of the election returns and qualifications of its
own members.

SEC. 8. A general election for members of the general assembly shall be held
on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November, biennially, in the even-
numbered years. The general assembly shall have power to enact laws regulating
and prescribing the order and manner of voting for such members, for filling
vacancies in either the house of representatives or the senate, and providing for
the election of representatives or senators at some time subsequent to the Tuesday
after the first Monday of November in all cases when it shall so happen that
the electors in any district shall fail on that day to elect a representative or
senator.

SEC. 9. At all elections for members of the general assembly the presiding
officers in the several towns shall receive the votes of the electors, and count
and declare them in open meeting. The presiding officers shall make and certify
duplicate lists of the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each.
One list shall be delivered within three days to the town clerk, and within ten
days after such meeting, the other shall be delivered under seal to the secretary
of the state.

SEC. 10. The members of the general assembly shall hold their offices from
the Wednesday following the first Monday of the January next succeeding their
election until the Wednesday after the first Monday of the third January next
succeeding their election, and until their successors are duly qualified.

SEC. 11. No member of the general assembly shall, during the term for which
he is elected, hold or accept any appointive position or office in the judicial or
executive department of the state government, or in the courts of the political
subdivisions of the state, or in the government of any county. No member of
congress, no person holding any office under the authority of the United States
and no person holding any office in the judicial or executive department of the
state government or in the government of any county shall be a member of the
general assembly during his continuance in such office.

SEc. 12. The house of representatives, when assembled, shall choose a speaker,
clerk and other officers. The senate shall choose a president pro tempore, clerk
and other officers, except the president. A majority of each house shall constitute
a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day,
and compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such
penalties as each house may prescribe.

SEc. 13. Each house shall determine the rules of its own proceedings, and
punish members for disorderly conduct, and, with the consent of two-thirds,
expel a member, but not a second time for the same cause; and shall have all
other powers necessary for a branch of the legislature of a free and independent
state.

SEC. 14. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish the
same when required by one-fifth of its members, except such parts as in the
judgment of a majority require secrecy. The yeas and nays of the members of
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either house shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the
journals.

SEc. 15. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases of civil process,
be privileged from arrest, during any session of the general assembly, and for
four days before the commencement and after the termination of any session
thereof. And for any speech or debate in either house, they shall not be ques-
tioned in any other place.

SEC. 16. The debates of each house shall be public, except on such occasions
as in the opinion of the house may require secrecy.

SEC. 17. The salary of the members of the general assembly and the trans-
portation expenses of its members in the performance of their legislative duties
shall be determined by law.

(Sec. 18 added in 1992. See Art. XXVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

ARTICLE FOURTH.
OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. A general election for governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of the
state, treasurer and comptroller shall be held on the Tuesday after the first
Monday of November, 1966, and quadrennially thereafter.

(Sec. 1 amended in 1970. See Art. I of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 2. Such officers shall hold their respective offices from the Wednesday
following the first Monday of the January next succeeding their election until
the Wednesday following the first Monday of the fifth January succeeding their
election and until their successors are duly qualified.

SEc. 3. In the election of governor and lieutenant-governor, voting for such
offices shall be as a unit. The name of no candidate for either office, nominated
by a political party or by petition, shall appear on the voting machine ballot
labels except in conjunction with the name of the candidate for the other office.

SEC. 4. At the meetings of the electors in the respective towns held quadren-
nially as herein provided for the election of state officers, the presiding officers
shall receive the votes and shall count and declare the same in the presence of
the electors. The presiding officers shall make and certify duplicate lists of the
persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each. One list shall be delivered
within three days to the town clerk, and within ten days after such meeting, the
other shall be delivered under seal to the secretary of the state. The votes so
delivered shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer, secretary,
and comptroller, within the month of November. The vote for treasurer shall be
counted, canvassed and declared by the secretary and comptroller only; the vote
for secretary shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer and
comptroller only; and the vote for comptroller shall be counted, canvassed and
declared by the treasurer and secretary only. A fair list of the persons and number
of votes given for each, together with the returns of the presiding officers, shall
be, by the treasurer, secretary and comptroller, made and laid before the general
assembly, then next to be held, on the first day of the session thereof. In the
election of governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary, treasurer, comptroller and
attorney general, the person found upon the count by the treasurer, secretary
and comptroller in the manner herein provided, to be made and announced before
December fifteenth of the year of the election, to have received the greatest
number of votes for each of such offices, respectively, shall be elected thereto;
provided, if the election of any of them shall be contested as provided by statute,
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and if such a contest shall proceed to final judgment, the person found by the
court to have received the greatest number of votes shall be elected. If two or
more persons shall be found upon the count of the treasurer, secretary and
comptroller to have received an equal and the greatest number of votes for any
of said offices, and the election is not contested, the general assembly on the
second day of its session shall hold a joint convention of both houses, at which,
without debate, a ballot shall be taken to choose such officer from those persons
who received such a vote; and the balloting shall continue on that or subsequent
days until one of such persons is chosen by a majority vote of those present
and voting. The general assembly shall have power to enact laws regulating and
prescribing the order and manner of voting for such officers. The general as-
sembly shall by law prescribe the manner in which all questions concerning the
election of a governor or lieutenant-governor shall be determined.

SEC. 5. The supreme executive power of the state shall be vested in the
governor. No person who is not an elector of the state, and who has not arrived
at the age of thirty years, shall be eligible.

SEC. 6. The lieutenant-governor shall possess the same qualifications as are
herein prescribed for the governor.

SEC. 7. The compensations of the governor and lieutenant-governor shall be
established by law, and shall not be varied so as to take effect until after an
election, which shall next succeed the passage of the law establishing such
compensations.

SEcC. 8. The governor shall be captain general of the militia of the state, except
when called into the service of the United States.

SEC. 9. He may require information in writing from the officers in the executive
department, on any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices.

SEC. 10. The governor, in case of a disagreement between the two houses of
the general assembly, respecting the time of adjournment, may adjourn them to
such time as he shall think proper, not beyond the day of the next stated session.

SEc. 11. He shall, from time to time, give to the general assembly, information
of the state of the government, and recommend to their consideration such
measures as he shall deem expedient.

SEC. 12. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

SEC. 13. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves after conviction,
in all cases except those of impeachment, until the end of the next session of
the general assembly, and no longer.

SEC. 14. All commissions shall be in the name and by authority of the state
of Connecticut; shall be sealed with the state seal, signed by the governor, and
attested by the secretary of the state.

SEc. 15. Each bill which shall have passed both houses of the general assembly
shall be presented to the governor. Bills may be presented to the governor after
the adjournment of the general assembly, and the general assembly may prescribe
the time and method of performing all ministerial acts necessary or incidental
to the administration of this section. If the governor shall approve a bill, he
shall sign and transmit it to the secretary of the state, but if he shall disapprove,
he shall transmit it to the secretary with his objections, and the secretary shall
thereupon return the bill with the governor’s objections to the house in which
it originated. After the objections shall have been entered on its journal, such
house shall proceed to reconsider the bill. If, after such reconsideration, that
house shall again pass it, but by the approval of at least two-thirds of its mem-
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bers, it shall be sent with the objections to the other house, which shall also
reconsider it. If approved by at least two-thirds of the members of the second
house, it shall be a law and be transmitted to the secretary; but in such case
the votes of each house shall be determined by yeas and nays and the names
of the members voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the journal
of each house respectively. In case the governor shall not transmit the bill to
the secretary, either with his approval or with his objections, within five calendar
days, Sundays and legal holidays excepted, after the same shall have been pre-
sented to him, it shall be a law at the expiration of that period; except that, if
the general assembly shall then have adjourned any regular or special session,
the bill shall be a law unless the governor shall, within fifteen calendar days
after the same has been presented to him, transmit it to the secretary with his
objections, in which case it shall not be a law unless such bill is reconsidered
and repassed by the general assembly by at least a two-thirds vote of the members
of each house of the general assembly at the time of its reconvening.

(See Art. IIT of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 16. The governor shall have power to disapprove of any item or items
of any bill making appropriations of money embracing distinct items while at
the same time approving the remainder of the bill, and the part or parts of the
bill so approved shall become effective and the item or items of appropriations
so disapproved shall not take effect unless the same are separately reconsidered
and repassed in accordance with the rules and limitations prescribed for the
passage of bills over the executive veto. In all cases in which the governor shall
exercise the right of disapproval hereby conferred he shall append to the bill at
the time of signing it a statement of the item or items disapproved, together
with his reasons for such disapproval, and transmit the bill and such appended
statement to the secretary of the state. If the general assembly be then in session
he shall forthwith cause a copy of such statement to be delivered to the house
in which the bill originated for reconsideration of the disapproved items in
conformity with the rules prescribed for legislative action in respect to bills
which have received executive disapproval.

SEC. 17. The lieutenant-governor shall by virtue of his office, be president of
the senate, and have, when in committee of the whole, a right to debate, and
when the senate is equally divided, to give the casting vote.

SEC. 18. In case of the death, resignation, refusal to serve or removal from
office of the governor, the lieutenant-governor shall, upon taking the oath of
office of governor, be governor of the state until another is chosen at the next
regular election for governor and is duly qualified. In case of the inability of
the governor to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his office, or in
case of his impeachment or of his absence from the state, the lieutenant-governor
shall exercise the powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining to
the office of governor until the disability is removed or, if the governor has
been impeached, he is acquitted or, if absent, he has returned.

(Sec. 18 amended in 1984. See Art. XXII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 19. If the lieutenant-governor succeeds to the office of governor, or if
the lieutenant-governor dies, resigns, refuses to serve or is removed from office,
the president pro tempore of the senate shall, upon taking the oath of office of
lieutenant-governor, be lieutenant-governor of the state until another is chosen
at the next regular election for lieutenant-governor and is duly qualified. Within
fifteen days of the administration of such oath the senate, if the general assembly
is in session, shall elect one of its members president pro tempore. In case of
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the inability of the lieutenant-governor to exercise the powers and perform the
duties of his office or in case of his impeachment or absence from the state,
the president pro tempore of the senate shall exercise the powers and authority
and perform the duties appertaining to the office of lieutenant-governor until the
disability is removed or, if the lieutenant-governor has been impeached, he is
acquitted or, if absent, he has returned.

SEc. 20. If, while the general assembly is not in session, there is a vacancy
in the office of president pro tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state
shall within fifteen days convene the senate for the purpose of electing one of
its members president pro tempore.

SEc. 21. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the governor,
the governor-elect shall have died or shall have failed to qualify, the lieutenant-
governor-elect, after taking the oath of office of lieutenant-governor, may qualify
as governor, and, upon so qualifying, shall become governor. The general as-
sembly may by law provide for the case in which neither the governor-elect nor
the lieutenant-governor-elect shall have qualified, by declaring who shall, in
such event, act as governor or the manner in which the person who is so to act
shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a governor or a
lieutenant-governor shall have qualified.

SEC. 22. The treasurer shall receive all monies belonging to the state, and
disburse the same only as he may be directed by law. He shall pay no warrant,
or order for the disbursement of public money, until the same has been registered
in the office of the comptroller.

SEC. 23. The secretary of the state shall have the safe keeping and custody
of the public records and documents, and particularly of the acts, resolutions
and orders of the general assembly, and record the same; and perform all such
duties as shall be prescribed by law. He shall be the keeper of the seal of the
state, which shall not be altered.

SEC. 24. The comptroller shall adjust and settle all public accounts and de-
mands, except grants and orders of the general assembly. He shall prescribe the
mode of keeping and rendering all public accounts. He shall, ex officio, be one
of the auditors of the accounts of the treasurer. The general assembly may assign
to him other duties in relation to his office, and to that of the treasurer, and
shall prescribe the manner in which his duties shall be performed.

SEC. 25. Sheriffs shall be elected in the several counties, on the Tuesday after
the first Monday of November, 1966, and quadrennially thereafter, for the term
of four years, commencing on the first day of June following their election.
They shall become bound with sufficient sureties to the treasurer of the state,
for the faithful discharge of the duties of their office. They shall be removable
by the general assembly. In case the sheriff of any county shall die or resign,
or shall be removed from office by the general assembly, the governor may fill
the vacancy occasioned thereby, until the same shall be filled by the general
assembly.

(Sec. 25 amended in 2000. See Art. XXX of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 26. A statement of all receipts, payments, funds, and debts of the state,
shall be published from time to time, in such manner and at such periods, as
shall be prescribed by law.

(New Section added in 1984. See Art. XXIII of Amendments to the Constitution of Connecticut.)
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ARTICLE FIFTH.*
OF THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. The judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme court, a
superior court, and such lower courts as the general assembly shall, from time
to time, ordain and establish. The powers and jurisdiction of these courts shall
be defined by law.

(Sec. 1 amended in 1982. See Art. XX. Sec. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)

SEC. 2. The judges of the supreme court and of the superior court shall, upon
nomination by the governor, be appointed by the general assembly in such
manner as shall by law be prescribed. They shall hold their offices for the term
of eight years, but may be removed by impeachment. The governor shall also
remove them on the address of two-thirds of each house of the general assembly.
(See Art. XI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

(Sec. 2 amended in 1982. See Art. XX, Sec. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)

SEC. 3. Judges of the lower courts shall, upon nomination by the governor,
be appointed by the general assembly in such manner as shall by law be pre-
scribed, for terms of four years.

SEC. 4. Judges of probate shall be elected by the electors residing in their
respective districts on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November, 1966,
and quadrennially thereafter, and shall hold office for four years from and after
the Wednesday after the first Monday of the next succeeding January.

SEC. 5. Justices of the peace for the several towns in the state shall be elected
by the electors in such towns; and the time and manner of their election, the
number for each town, the period for which they shall hold their offices and
their jurisdiction shall be prescribed by law.

(Sec. 5 repealed in 1974. See Art. VIII, Sec. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)

SEC. 6. No judge or justice of the peace shall be eligible to hold his office
after he shall arrive at the age of seventy years, except that a chief justice or
judge of the supreme court, a judge of the superior court, or a judge of the
court of common pleas, who has attained the age of seventy years and has become
a state referee may exercise, as shall be prescribed by law, the powers of the
superior court or court of common pleas on matters referred to him as a state
referee.

(Sec. 6 amended in 1974. See Art. VIII, Sec. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)
*(Art. Fifth amended in 1976. See Art. XI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE SIXTH.}
OF THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS.

SEC. 1. Every citizen of the United States who has attained the age of twenty-
one years, who has resided in the town in which he offers himself to be admitted
to the privileges of an elector at least six months next preceding the time he so
offers himself, who is able to read in the English language any article of the
constitution or any section of the statutes of the state, and who sustains a good
moral character, shall, on his taking such oath as may be prescribed by law, be
an elector.

(Sec. 1. amended in 1976. See Art. IX of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.
See Art. XXVI of Amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America.)
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SEC. 2. The qualifications of electors as set forth in Section 1 of this article
shall be decided at such times and in such manner as may be prescribed by law.
SEC. 3. The general assembly shall by law prescribe the offenses on conviction
of which the privileges of an elector shall be forfeited and the conditions on
which and methods by which such rights may be restored.
(Sec. 3 amended in 1974. See Art. VII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 4. Laws shall be made to support the privilege of free suffrage, pre-
scribing the manner of regulating and conducting meetings of the electors, and
prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all undue influence therein, from power,
bribery, tumult and other improper conduct.

SEC. 5. In all elections of officers of the state, or members of the general
assembly, the votes of the electors shall be by ballot, either written or printed,
except that voting machines or other mechanical devices for voting may be used
in all elections in the state, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law.
The right of secret voting shall be preserved. At every election where candidates
are listed by party designation and where voting machines or other mechanical
devices are used, each elector shall be able at his option to vote for candidates
for office under a single party designation by operating a straight ticket device,
or to vote for candidates individually after first operating a straight ticket device,
or to vote for candidates individually without first operating a straight ticket
device.

(Sec. 5 amended in 1986. See Art. XXIV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 6. At all elections of officers of the state, or members of the general
assembly, the electors shall be privileged from arrest, during their attendance
upon, and going to, and returning from the same, on any civil process.

SEC. 7. The general assembly may provide by law for voting in the choice
of any officer to be elected or upon any question to be voted on at an election
by qualified voters of the state who are unable to appear at the polling place
on the day of election because of absence from the city or town of which they
are inhabitants or because of sickness, or physical disability or because the tenets
of their religion forbid secular activity.

SEc. 8. The general assembly may provide by law for the admission as electors
in absentia of members of the armed forces, the United States merchant marine,
members of religious or welfare groups or agencies attached to and serving with
the armed forces and civilian employees of the United States, and the spouses
and dependents of such persons.

(Sec. 8 amended in 1992. See Art. XXVII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 9. Any person admitted as an elector in any town shall, if he removes
to another town, have the privileges of an elector in such other town after residing
therein for six months. The general assembly shall prescribe by law the manner
in which evidence of the admission of an elector and of the duration of his
current residence shall be furnished to the town to which he removes.

(Sec. 9 repealed in 1980. See Art. XIIT of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 10. Every elector shall be eligible to any office in the state, except in
cases provided for in this constitution.

(Sec. 10 amended in 1970. See Art. II, Sec. 3 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)
T(Art. Sixth amended in 1976. See Art. X of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)
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ARTICLE SEVENTH.
OF RELIGION.

It being the right of all men to worship the Supreme Being, the Great Creator
and Preserver of the Universe, and to render that worship in a mode consistent
with the dictates of their consciences, no person shall by law be compelled to
join or support, nor be classed or associated with, any congregation, church or
religious association. No preference shall be given by law to any religious society
or denomination in the state. Each shall have and enjoy the same and equal
powers, rights and privileges, and may support and maintain the ministers or
teachers of its society or denomination, and may build and repair houses for
public worship.

ARTICLE EIGHTH.
OF EDUCATION.

SEC. 1. There shall always be free public elementary and secondary schools
in the state. The general assembly shall implement this principle by appropriate
legislation.

SEc. 2. The state shall maintain a system of higher education, including The
University of Connecticut, which shall be dedicated to excellence in higher
education. The general assembly shall determine the size, number, terms and
method of appointment of the governing boards of The University of Connecticut
and of such constituent units or coordinating bodies in the system as from time
to time may be established.

SEcC. 3. The charter of Yale College, as modified by agreement with the cor-
poration thereof, in pursuance of an act of the general assembly, passed in May,
1792, is hereby confirmed.

SEC. 4. The fund, called the SCHOOL FUND, shall remain a perpetual fund,
the interest of which shall be inviolably appropriated to the support and en-
couragement of the public schools throughout the state, and for the equal benefit
of all the people thereof. The value and amount of said fund shall be ascertained
in such manner as the general assembly may prescribe, published, and recorded
in the comptroller’s office; and no law shall ever be made, authorizing such
fund to be diverted to any other use than the encouragement and support of
public schools, among the several school societies, as justice and equity shall
require.

ARTICLE NINTH.
OF IMPEACHMENTS.

SEC. 1. The house of representatives shall have the sole power of impeaching.

SEC. 2. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate. When sitting for that
purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. No person shall be convicted
without the concurrence of at least two-thirds of the members present. When
the governor is impeached, the chief justice shall preside.

SEC. 3. The governor, and all other executive and judicial officers, shall be
liable to impeachment; but judgments in such cases shall not extend further than
to removal from office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust
or profit under the state. The party convicted, shall, nevertheless, be liable and
subject to indictment, trial and punishment according to law.

SEC. 4. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against it,
or adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be
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convicted of treason, unless on the testimony of at least two witnesses to the
same overt act, or on confession in open court. No conviction of treason, or
attainder, shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture.

ARTICLE TENTH.
OF HOME RULE.

SEC. 1. The general assembly shall by general law delegate such legislative
authority as from time to time it deems appropriate to towns, cities and boroughs
relative to the powers, organization, and form of government of such political
subdivisions. The general assembly shall from time to time by general law
determine the maximum terms of office of the various town, city and borough
elective offices. After July 1, 1969, the general assembly shall enact no special
legislation relative to the powers, organization, terms of elective offices or form
of government of any single town, city or borough, except as to (a) borrowing
power, (b) validating acts, and (c) formation, consolidation or dissolution of any
town, city or borough, unless in the delegation of legislative authority by general
law the general assembly shall have failed to prescribe the powers necessary to
effect the purpose of such special legislation.

SEC. 2. The general assembly may prescribe the methods by which towns,
cities and boroughs may establish regional governments and the methods by
which towns, cities, boroughs and regional governments may enter into com-
pacts. The general assembly shall prescribe the powers, organization, form, and
method of dissolution of any government so established.

ARTICLE ELEVENTH.
GENERAL PROVISIONS.

SEC. 1. Members of the general assembly, and all officers, executive and
judicial, shall, before they enter on the duties of their respective offices, take
the following oath or affirmation, to wit:

You do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you will support
the constitution of the United States, and the constitution of the state of Con-
necticut, so long as you continue a citizen thereof; and that you will faithfully
discharge, according to law, the duties of the office of........... to the best of your
abilities. So help you God.

SEC. 2. Neither the general assembly nor any county, city, borough, town or
school district shall have power to pay or grant any extra compensation to any
public officer, employee, agent or servant, or increase the compensation of any
public officer or employee, to take effect during the continuance in office of
any person whose salary might be increased thereby, or increase the pay or
compensation of any public contractor above the amount specified in the contract.
(Sec. 2 amended in 1982. See Art. XIX of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEcC. 3. In order to insure continuity in operation of state and local governments
in a period of emergency resulting from disaster caused by enemy attack, the
general assembly shall provide by law for the prompt and temporary succession
to the powers and duties of all public offices, the incumbents of which may
become unavailable for carrying on their powers and duties.

SEC. 4. Claims against the state shall be resolved in such manner as may be
provided by law.

SEC. 5. The rights and duties of all corporations shall remain as if this con-
stitution had not been adopted; with the exception of such regulations and re-
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strictions as are contained in this constitution. All laws not contrary to, or
inconsistent with, the provisions of this constitution shall remain in force, until
they shall expire by their own limitation, or shall be altered or repealed by the
general assembly, in pursuance of this constitution. The validity of all bonds,
debts, contracts, as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, or the state, of
all suits, actions, or rights of action, both in law and equity, shall continue as
if no change had taken place. All officers filling any office by election or ap-
pointment shall continue to exercise the duties thereof, according to their re-
spective commissions or appointments, until their offices shall have been abol-
ished or their successors selected and qualified in accordance with this
constitution or the laws enacted pursuant thereto.

ARTICLE TWELFTH.*
OF AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Amendments to this constitution may be proposed by any member of the senate
or house of representatives. An amendment so proposed, approved upon roll call
by a yea vote of at least a majority, but by less than three-fourths, of the total
membership of each house, shall be published with the laws which may have
been passed at the same session and be continued to the regular session of the
general assembly elected at the general election to be held on the Tuesday after
the first Monday of November in the next even-numbered year. An amendment
so proposed, approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least three-fourths of
the total membership of each house, or any amendment which, having been
continued from the previous general assembly, is again approved upon roll call
by a yea vote of at least a majority of the total membership of each house,
shall, by the secretary of the state, be transmitted to the town clerk in each town
in the state, whose duty it shall be to present the same to the electors thereof
for their consideration at the general election to be held on the Tuesday after
the first Monday of November in the next even-numbered year. If it shall appear,
in a manner to be provided by law, that a majority of the electors present and
voting on such amendment at such election shall have approved such amendment,
the same shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part of this constitution.
Electors voting by absentee ballot under the provisions of the statutes shall be
considered to be present and voting.

*(Art. Twelfth amended in 1974. See Art. VI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

ARTICLE THIRTEENTH.
OF CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS.

SEC. 1. The general assembly may, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least
two-thirds of the total membership of each house, provide for the convening of
a constitutional convention to amend or revise the constitution of the state not
earlier than ten years from the date of convening any prior convention.

SEC. 2. The question ‘‘Shall there be a Constitutional Convention to amend
or revise the Constitution of the State?’’ shall be submitted to all the electors
of the state at the general election held on the Tuesday after the first Monday
in November in the even-numbered year next succeeding the expiration of a
period of twenty years from the date of convening of the last convention called
to revise or amend the constitution of the state, including the Constitutional
Convention of 1965, or next succeeding the expiration of a period of twenty
years from the date of submission of such a question to all electors of the state,
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whichever date shall last occur. If a majority of the electors voting on the
question shall signify ‘‘yes’’, the general assembly shall provide for such con-
vention as provided in Section 3 of this article.

SEc. 3. In providing for the convening of a constitutional convention to amend
or revise the constitution of the state the general assembly shall, upon roll call,
by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the total membership of each house,
prescribe by law the manner of selection of the membership of such convention,
the date of convening of such convention, which shall be not later than one year
from the date of the roll call vote under Section 1 of this article or one year
from the date of the election under Section 2 of this article, as the case may
be, and the date for final adjournment of such convention.

SEC. 4. Proposals of any constitutional convention to amend or revise the
constitution of the state shall be submitted to all the electors of the state not
later than two months after final adjournment of the convention, either as a
whole or in such parts and with such alternatives as the convention may deter-
mine. Any proposal of the convention to amend or revise the constitution of the
state submitted to such electors in accordance with this section and approved
by a majority of such electors voting on the question shall be valid, to all intents
and purposes, as a part of this constitution. Such proposals when so approved
shall take effect thirty days after the date of the vote thereon unless otherwise
provided in the proposal.

ARTICLE FOURTEENTH.
OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS CONSTITUTION.
This proposed constitution, submitted by the Constitutional Convention of
1965, shall become the constitution of the state of Connecticut upon approval
by the people and proclamation by the governor as provided by law.

Approved at referendum on December 14, 1965; proclaimed by the Governor as adopted on December
30, 1965.



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT

ARTICLE 1.

Section 1 of article fourth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
A general election for governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of the state, trea-
surer, comptroller and attorney general shall be held on the Tuesday after the
first Monday of November, 1974, and quadrennially thereafter.

Adopted November 25, 1970.

ARTICLE II.

SEC. 1. Section 3 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: The senate shall consist of not less than thirty and not more than fifty
members, each of whom shall have attained the age of twenty-one years and be
an elector residing in the senatorial district from which he is elected. Each
senatorial district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more than
one senator.

(Sec. 1 amended in 1980. See Art. XV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 2. Section 4 of said article third is amended to read as follows: The
house of representatives shall consist of not less than one hundred twenty-five
and not more than two hundred twenty-five members, each of whom shall have
attained the age of twenty-one years and be an elector residing in the assembly
district from which he is elected. Each assembly district shall be contiguous as
to territory and shall elect no more than one representative. For the purpose of
forming assembly districts no town shall be divided except for the purpose of
forming assembly districts wholly within the town.

(Sec. 2 amended in 1980. See Art. XV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 3. Section 10 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: Every elector who has attained the age of twenty-one years shall be
eligible to any office in the state, but no person who has not attained the age
of twenty-one shall be eligible therefor, except in cases provided for in this
constitution.

Adopted November 25, 1970.
(Sec. 3 amended in 1980. See Art. XV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE III.

Section 2 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
There shall be a regular session of the general assembly on the Wednesday
following the first Monday of January in the odd-numbered years and on the
Wednesday following the first Monday of February in the even-numbered years,
and at such other times as the general assembly shall judge necessary; but the
person administering the office of governor may, on special emergencies, con-
vene the general assembly at any other time. All regular and special sessions
of the general assembly shall be held at Hartford, but the person administering
the office of governor may, in case of special emergency, convene the assembly
at any other place in the state. The general assembly shall adjourn each regular
session in the odd-numbered years not later than the first Wednesday after the
first Monday in June and in the even-numbered years not later than the first
Wednesday after the first Monday in May and shall adjourn each special session
upon completion of its business. If any bill passed by any regular or special
session or any appropriation item described in Section 16 of Article Fourth has
been disapproved by the governor prior to its adjournment, and has not been
reconsidered by the assembly, or is so disapproved after such adjournment, the

(40
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secretary of the state shall reconvene the general assembly on the second Monday
after the last day on which the governor is authorized to transmit or has trans-
mitted every bill to the secretary with his objections pursuant to Section 15 of
Article Fourth of this constitution, whichever occurs first; provided if such Mon-
day falls on a legal holiday the general assembly shall be reconvened on the
next following day. The reconvened session shall be for the sole purpose of
reconsidering and, if the assembly so desires, repassing such bills. The general
assembly shall adjourn sine die not later than three days following its recon-
vening. In the even year session the general assembly shall consider no business
other than budgetary, revenue and financial matters, bills and resolutions raised
by committees of the general assembly and those matters certified in writing by
the speaker of the house of representatives and president pro tempore of the
senate to be of an emergency nature.

Adopted November 25, 1970.

ARTICLE IV.

Section 19 of article first of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, the number of such jurors, which
shall not be less than six, to be established by law; but no person shall, for a
capital offense, be tried by a jury of less than twelve jurors without his consent.
In all civil and criminal actions tried by a jury, the parties shall have the right
to challenge jurors peremptorily, the number of such challenges to be established
by law. The right to question each juror individually by counsel shall be inviolate.
Adopted December 22, 1972.

ARTICLE V.

Section 20 of article first of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
No person shall be denied the equal protection of the law nor be subjected to
segregation or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his or her civil or
political rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry, national origin or sex.

Adopted November 27, 1974.
(Amended in 1984. See Art. XXI of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE VI

Article Twelfth of the constitution is amended to read as follows: Amendments
to this constitution may be proposed by any member of the senate or house of
representatives. An amendment so proposed, approved upon roll call by a yea
vote of at least a majority, but by less than three-fourths, of the total membership
of each house, shall be published with the laws which may have been passed
at the same session and be continued to the regular session of the general
assembly elected at the next general election to be held on the Tuesday after
the first Monday of November in an even-numbered year. An amendment so
proposed, approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least three-fourths of the
total membership of each house, or any amendment which, having been contin-
ued from the previous general assembly, is again approved upon roll call by a
yea vote of at least a majority of the total membership of each house, shall, by
the secretary of the state, be transmitted to the town clerk in each town in the
state, whose duty it shall be to present the same to the electors thereof for their
consideration at the next general election to be held on the Tuesday after the
first Monday of November in an even-numbered year. If it shall appear, in a
manner to be provided by law, that a majority of the electors present and voting
on such amendment at such election shall have approved such amendment, the
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same shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part of this constitution.
Electors voting by absentee ballot under the provisions of the statutes shall be
considered to be present and voting.

Adopted November 27, 1974.

ARTICLE VIIL

Section 3 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
The general assembly shall by law prescribe the offenses on conviction of which
the right to be an elector and the privileges of an elector shall be forfeited and
the conditions on which and methods by which such rights may be restored.
Adopted November 27, 1974.

ARTICLE VIII.
SEC. 1. Section 5 of article fifth of the constitution is repealed.

SEC. 2. Section 6 of said article fifth is amended to read as follows: No judge
shall be eligible to hold his office after he shall arrive at the age of seventy
years, except that a chief justice or judge of the supreme court, a judge of the
superior court, or a judge of the court of common pleas, who has attained the
age of seventy years and has become a state referee may exercise, as shall be
prescribed by law, the powers of the superior court or court of common pleas
on matters referred to him as a state referee.

Adopted November 27, 1974.

ARTICLE IX.

Section 1 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
Every citizen of the United States who has attained the age of eighteen years,
who is a bona fide resident of the town in which he seeks to be admitted as an
elector and who takes such oath, if any, as may be prescribed by law, shall be
qualified to be an elector.

Adopted November 24, 1976.

ARTICLE X.
Article sixth of the constitution is amended by adding the following section:

SEC. 11. Any citizen who will have attained the age of eighteen years on or
before the day of a regular election may apply for admission as an elector within
the period of four months prior to such election, at such times and in such
manner as may be prescribed by law, and, if qualified, shall become an elector
on the day of his or her eighteenth birthday.

Adopted November 24, 1976; amended in 1980. (See Art. XIV of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XI.

Article fifth of the constitution is amended by adding a new section to read
as follows:

SEC. 7. In addition to removal by impeachment and removal by the governor
on the address of two-thirds of each house of the general assembly, judges of
all courts, except those courts to which judges are elected, may, in such manner
as shall by law be prescribed, be removed or suspended by the supreme court.
The general assembly may establish a judicial review council which may also,
in such manner as shall by law be prescribed, censure any such judge or suspend
any such judge for a definite period not longer than one year.
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Adopted November 24, 1976.

ARTICLE XII.
Section 6 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

SEC. 6. a. The assembly and senatorial districts as now established by law
shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly next after the
completion of the next census of the United States. On or before the fifteenth
day of February next following the completion of the decennial census of the
United States, the general assembly shall appoint a reapportionment committee
consisting of four members of the senate, two who shall be designated by the
president pro tempore of the senate and two who shall be designated by the
minority leader of the senate, and four members of the house of representatives,
two who shall be designated by the speaker of the house of representatives and
two who shall be designated by the minority leader of the house of represen-
tatives, provided there are members of no more than two political parties in
either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are
members of more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly,
all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of the president
pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the
case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall designate two members
of the commission in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house.
Such committee shall advise the general assembly on matters of apportionment.
Such general assembly shall, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds
of the membership of each house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary
to preserve a proper apportionment of representation in accordance with the
principles recited in this article. Thereafter the general assembly shall decennially
at its next regular session following the completion of the census of the United
States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of
each house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary in accordance with
the provisions of this article.

b. If the general assembly fails to enact a plan of districting by the fifteenth
day of the May next following the completion of the decennial census of the
United States, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission designated by
the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house of represen-
tatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of the house
of representatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the commis-
sion, provided that there are members of no more than two political parties in
either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are
members of more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly,
all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of the president
pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the
case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall designate two members
of the commission in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house.
The eight members of the commission so designated shall within fifteen days
select an elector of the state as a ninth member.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in
accordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan
of districting to the secretary of the state by the first day of the September next
succeeding the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to the
secretary unless it is certified by at least five members of the commission. Upon
receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
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publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law. If the
commission shall fail to submit such a plan by the first day of September, the
secretary of the state shall forthwith so notify the chief justice of the supreme
court.

d. Original jurisdiction is vested in the supreme court to be exercised on the
petition of any registered voter whereby said court may compel the commission,
by mandamus or otherwise, to perform its duty or to correct any error made in
its plan of districting, or said court may take such other action to effectuate the
purposes of this article, including the establishing of a plan of districting if the
commission fails to file its plan of districting by the first day of September as
said court may deem appropriate. Any such petition shall be filed within forty-
five days of the date specified for any duty or within forty-five days after the
filing of a plan of districting. The supreme court shall render its decision not
later than sixty days following the filing of such petition or shall file its plan
with the secretary of the state not later than the fifteenth day of December next
following the completion of the decennial census of the United States. Upon
receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law.

Adopted November 24, 1976; amended in 1980. (See Art. XVI of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XIII.

Section 9 of article sixth of the constitution is repealed.
Adopted November 26, 1980.

ARTICLE XIV.

Article tenth of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read as
follows: Any citizen who will have attained the age of eighteen years on or
before the day of a regular election may apply for admission as an elector at
such times and in such manner as may be prescribed by law, and, if qualified,
shall become an elector on the day of his or her eighteenth birthday.

Adopted November 26, 1980.

ARTICLE XV.

SEC. 1. Section 1 of article two of the amendments to the constitution is
amended to read as follows: The senate shall consist of not less than thirty and
not more than fifty members, each of whom shall have attained the age of
eighteen years and be an elector residing in the senatorial district from which
he is elected. Each senatorial district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall
elect no more than one senator.

SEC. 2. Section 2 of article two of the amendments to the constitution is
amended to read as follows: The house of representatives shall consist of not
less than one hundred twenty-five and not more than two hundred twenty-five
members, each of whom shall have attained the age of eighteen years and be
an elector residing in the assembly district from which he is elected. Each
assembly district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more than
one representative. For the purpose of forming assembly districts no town shall
be divided except for the purpose of forming assembly districts wholly within
the town.

SEC. 3. Section 3 of article two of the amendments to the constitution is
amended to read as follows: Every elector who has attained the age of eighteen
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years shall be eligible to any office in the state, but no person who has not
attained the age of eighteen shall be eligible therefor, except in cases provided
for in this constitution.
Adopted November 26, 1980.

ARTICLE XVI.

SEC. 1. Section 5 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: The establishment of congressional districts and of districts in the gen-
eral assembly shall be consistent with federal constitutional standards.

SEC. 2. Article twelve of the amendments to the constitution is amended to
read as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts as now
established by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly
next after the completion of the taking of the next census of the United States.
On or before the fifteenth day of February next following the year in which the
decennial census of the United States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint
a reapportionment committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who
shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who
shall be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four members of
the house of representatives, two who shall be designated by the speaker of the
house of representatives and two who shall be designated by the minority leader
of the house of representatives, provided there are members of no more than
two political parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the
event that there are members of more than two political parties in a house of
the general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other
than that of the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house
of representatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who
shall designate two members of the committee in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. Such committee shall advise the general assembly
on matters of apportionment. Upon the filing of a report of such committee with
the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk of the senate, the speaker
of the house of representatives and the president pro tempore of the senate shall,
if the general assembly is not in regular session, convene the general assembly
in special session for the sole purpose of adopting a plan of districting. Upon
the request of the speaker of the house of representatives and the president pro
tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state shall give notice of such special
session by mailing a true copy of the call of such special session, by registered
or certified mail, return receipt requested, to each member of the house of
representatives and of the senate at his or her address as it appears upon the
records of said secretary not less than ten nor more than fifteen days prior to
the date of convening of such special session or by causing a true copy of the
call to be delivered to each member by a sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, state
policeman or indifferent person at least twenty-four hours prior to the time of
convening of such special session. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call,
by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt
such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment of
representation in accordance with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter
the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular session or special
session called for the purpose of adopting a plan of districting following the
completion of the taking of the census of the United States, upon roll call, by
a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such
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plan of districting as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this
article.

b. If the general assembly fails to adopt a plan of districting by the first day
of the August next following the year in which the decennial census of the
United States is taken, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission des-
ignated by the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house of
representatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of the
house of representatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the
commission, provided that there are members of no more than two political
parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that
there are members of more than two political parties in a house of the general
assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of
the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall
designate two members of the commission in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. The eight members of the commission so des-
ignated shall within thirty days select an elector of the state as a ninth member.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in
accordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan
of districting to the secretary of the state by the thirtieth day of the October
next succeeding the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to
the secretary unless it is certified by at least five members of the commission.
Upon receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and,
upon publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law. If the
commission shall fail to submit such a plan by the thirtieth day of October, the
secretary of the state shall forthwith so notify the chief justice of the supreme
court.

d. Original jurisdiction is vested in the supreme court to be exercised on the
petition of any registered voter whereby said court may compel the commission,
by mandamus or otherwise, to perform its duty or to correct any error made in
its plan of districting, or said court may take such other action to effectuate the
purposes of this article, including the establishing of a plan of districting if the
commission fails to file its plan of districting by the thirtieth day of October as
said court may deem appropriate. Any such petition shall be filed within thirty
days of the date specified for any duty or within thirty days after the filing of
a plan of districting. The supreme court shall render its decision not later than
forty-five days following the filing of such petition or shall file its plan with
the secretary of the state not later than the fifteenth day of January next following
the time for submission of a plan of districting by the commission. Upon re-
ceiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law.

Adopted November 26, 1980.
(Sec. 2 amended in 1990. See Art XXVI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XVII.

Section 8 of the article first of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard by himself
and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be
confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process to obtain
witnesses in his behalf; to be released on bail upon sufficient security, except
in capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption great; and in
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all prosecutions by information, to a speedy, public trial by an impartial jury.
No person shall be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor be deprived
of life, liberty or property without due process of law, nor shall excessive bail
be required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall be held to answer for
any crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment, unless upon probable cause
shown at a hearing in accordance with procedures prescribed by law, except in
the armed forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or
public danger.

Adopted November 24, 1982.

ARTICLE XVIIIL

Article second of the constitution is amended to read as follows: The powers
of government shall be divided into three distinct departments, and each of them
confided to a separate magistracy, to wit, those which are legislative, to one;
those which are executive, to another; and those which are judicial, to another.
The legislative department may delegate regulatory authority to the executive
department; except that any administrative regulation of any agency of the ex-
ecutive department may be disapproved by the general assembly or a committee
thereof in such manner as shall by law be prescribed.

Adopted November 24, 1982.

ARTICLE XIX.

Section 2 of the article eleventh of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: Except as provided in this section, neither the state nor any political
subdivision of the state shall pay or grant to any elected official of the state or
any political subdivision of the state, any compensation greater than the amount
of compensation set at the beginning of such official’s term of office for the
office which such official holds or increase the pay or compensation of any
public contractor above the amount specified in the contract. The provisions of
this section shall not apply to elected officials in towns in which the legislative
body is the town meeting. The compensation of an elected official of a political
subdivision of the state whose term of office is four years or more may be
increased once after such official has completed two years of his term by the
legislative body of such political subdivision. The term ‘‘compensation’’ means,
with respect to an elected official, such official’s salary, exclusive of reimburse-
ment for necessary expenses or any other benefit to which his office would
entitle him.

Adopted November 24, 1982.

ARTICLE XX.

SEC. 1. Section 1 of article fifth of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: The judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme court, an
appellate court, a superior court, and such lower courts as the general assembly
shall, from time to time, ordain and establish. The powers and jurisdiction of
these courts shall be defined by law.

SEC. 2. Section 2 of article fifth of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: The judges of the supreme court, of the appellate court and of the
superior court shall, upon nomination by the governor, be appointed by the
general assembly in such manner as shall by law be prescribed. They shall hold
their offices for the term of eight years, but may be removed by impeachment.
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The governor shall also remove them on the address of two-thirds of each house
of the general assembly.

Adopted November 24, 1982.
(Sec. 2 amended in 1986. See Art. XXV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XXI.

Article fifth of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read as
follows: No person shall be denied the equal protection of the law nor be sub-
jected to segregation or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his or
her civil or political rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry, national
origin, sex or physical or mental disability.

Adopted November 28, 1984.

ARTICLE XXII.
Section 18 of article fourth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

a. In case of the death, resignation, refusal to serve or removal from office
of the governor, the lieutenant-governor shall, upon taking the oath of office of
governor, be governor of the State until another is chosen at the next regular
election for governor and is duly qualified.

b. In case of the impeachment of the governor or of his absence from the
State, the lieutenant-governor shall exercise the powers and authority and per-
form the duties appertaining to the office of governor until, if the governor has
been impeached, he is acquitted or, if absent, he has returned.

c. Whenever the governor transmits to the lieutenant-governor his written
declaration that he is unable to exercise the powers and perform the duties of
his office, and until the governor transmits to the lieutenant-governor a written
declaration to the contrary, the lieutenant-governor shall exercise the powers
and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office of governor as
acting governor.

d. In the absence of a written declaration of incapacity by the governor,
whenever the lieutenant-governor or a majority of the members of the Council
on Gubernatorial Incapacity transmits to the Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity
a written declaration that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and
perform the duties of his office, the Council shall convene within forty-eight
hours after the receipt of such written declaration to determine if the governor
is unable to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his office. If the
Council, within fourteen days after it is required to convene, determines by two-
thirds vote that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and perform the
duties of his office, it shall transmit a written declaration to that effect to the
president pro tempore of the Senate and the speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives and to the lieutenant-governor and the lieutenant-governor, upon receipt
of such declaration, shall exercise the powers and authority and discharge the
duties appertaining to the office of the governor as acting governor; otherwise,
the governor shall continue to exercise the powers and discharge the duties of
his office. Upon receipt by the president pro tempore of the Senate and the
speaker of the House of Representatives of such a written declaration from the
Council, the General Assembly shall, in accordance with its rules, decide the
issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If
the General Assembly, within twenty-one days after receipt of the written dec-
laration or, if the General Assembly is not in session, within twenty-one days
after the General Assembly is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds
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vote of each house that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and
discharge the duties of his office, the lieutenant-governor shall continue to ex-
ercise the powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office
of governor; otherwise, the governor shall resume the powers and duties of his
office.

e. In the absence of a written declaration of incapacity by the governor and
in an emergency, when the governor is unable to exercise the powers and perform
the duties of his office and the business of the State requires the immediate
exercise of those powers and performance of those duties, the lieutenant-gov-
ernor shall transmit to the Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity a written dec-
laration to that effect and thereupon shall exercise the powers and authority and
discharge the duties appertaining to the office of governor as acting governor.
The Council shall convene or the members of the Council shall otherwise com-
municate with each other collectively within twenty-four hours after the receipt
of such written declaration to determine if the governor is unable to exercise
the powers and perform the duties of his office. If the Council, within fourteen
days after it is required to convene, determines by two-thirds vote that the
governor is unable to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his office,
it shall transmit a written declaration to that effect to the president pro tempore
of the Senate and the speaker of the House of Representatives and to the lieu-
tenant-governor and the lieutenant-governor shall continue to exercise the powers
and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office of governor as
acting governor; otherwise, the governor shall resume the powers and duties of
his office. Upon receipt by the president pro tempore of the Senate and the
speaker of the House of Representatives of such a written declaration from the
Council, the General Assembly shall, in accordance with its rules, decide the
issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If
the General Assembly, within twenty-one days after receipt of the written dec-
laration or, if the General Assembly is not in session, within twenty-one days
after the General Assembly is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds
vote of each house that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and
discharge the duties of his office, the lieutenant-governor shall continue to ex-
ercise the powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office
of governor; otherwise, the governor shall resume the powers and duties of his
office.

f. Whenever the governor transmits to the president pro tempore of the Senate
and the speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that no
inability exists he shall resume the powers and duties of his office upon the
determination by a majority vote of each house of the General Assembly, in
accordance with its rules, that he is able to exercise the powers and perform
the duties of his office.

g. There shall be a Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity, the membership,
procedures and terms of office of the members of which the General Assembly
shall establish by law.

h. The Supreme Court shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction to ad-
judicate disputes or questions arising under this section.

Adopted November 28, 1984.

ARTICLE XXIII.

Article fourth of the constitution is amended by adding a new section to read
as follows: There shall be established within the executive department a division
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of criminal justice which shall be in charge of the investigation and prosecution
of all criminal matters. Said division shall include the chief state’s attorney,
who shall be its administrative head, and the state’s attorneys for each judicial
district, which districts shall be established by law. The prosecutorial power of
the state shall be vested in a chief state’s attorney and the state’s attorney for
each judicial district. The chief state’s attorney shall be appointed as prescribed
by law. There shall be a commission composed of the chief state’s attorney and
six members appointed by the governor and confirmed by the General Assembly,
two of whom shall be judges of the Superior Court. Said commission shall
appoint a state’s attorney for each judicial district and such other attorneys as
prescribed by law.

Adopted November 28, 1984.

ARTICLE XXIV.
Section 5 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

In all elections of officers of the state, or members of the general assembly,
the votes of the electors shall be by ballot, either written or printed, except that
voting machines or other mechanical devices for voting may be used in all
elections in the state, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. No
voting machine or device used at any state or local election shall be equipped
with a straight ticket device. The right of secret voting shall be preserved.
Adopted November 19, 1986.

ARTICLE XXV.

Section 2 of article twenty of the amendments to the constitution is amended
to read as follows:

Judges of all courts, except those courts to which judges are elected, shall be
nominated by the governor exclusively from candidates submitted by the judicial
selection commission. The commission shall seek and recommend qualified can-
didates in such numbers as shall by law be prescribed. Judges so nominated
shall be appointed by the general assembly in such manner as shall by law be
prescribed. They shall hold their offices for the term of eight years, but may be
removed by impeachment. The governor shall also remove them on the address
of two-thirds of each house of the general assembly and the supreme court may
also remove them as is provided by law.

Adopted November 19, 1986.

ARTICLE XXVI.

Section 2 of article sixteen of the amendments to the constitution is amended
to read as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts as now
established by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly
next after the completion of the taking of the next census of the United States.
On or before the fifteenth day of February next following the year in which the
decennial census of the United States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint
a reapportionment committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who
shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who
shall be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four members of
the house of representatives, two who shall be designated by the speaker of the
house of representatives and two who shall be designated by the minority leader
of the house of representatives, provided there are members of no more than
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two political parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the
event that there are members of more than two political parties in a house of
the general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other
than that of the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house
of representatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who
shall designate two members of the committee in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. Such committee shall advise the general assembly
on matters of apportionment. Upon the filing of a report of such committee with
the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk of the senate, the speaker
of the house of representatives and the president pro tempore of the senate shall,
if the general assembly is not in regular session, convene the general assembly
in special session for the sole purpose of adopting a plan of districting. Upon
the request of the speaker of the house of representatives and the president pro
tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state shall give notice of such special
session by mailing a true copy of the call of such special session, by registered
or certified mail, return receipt requested, to each member of the house of
representatives and of the senate at his or her address as it appears upon the
records of said scretary not less than ten nor more than fifteen days prior to the
date of convening of such special session or by causing a true copy of the call
to be delivered to each member by a sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, state
policeman or indifferent person at least twenty-four hours prior to the time of
convening of such special session. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call,
by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt
such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment of
representation in accordance with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter
the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular session or special
session called for the purpose of adopting a plan of districting following the
completion of the taking of the census of the United States, upon roll call, by
a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such
plan of districting as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this
article.

b. If the general assembly fails to adopt a plan of districting by the fifteenth
day of the September next following the year in which the decennial census of
the United States is taken, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission
designated by the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house
of representatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of
the house of representatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the
commission, provided that there are members of no more than two political
parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that
there are members of more than two political parties in a house of the general
assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of
the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall
designate two members of the commission in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. The eight members of the commission so des-
ignated shall within thirty days select an elector of the state as a ninth member.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in
accordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan
of districting to the secretary of the state by the thirtieth day of the November
next succeeding the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to
the secretary unless it is certified by at least five members of the commission.
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Upon receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and,
upon publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law. If the
commission shall fail to submit such a plan by the thirtieth day of November,
the secretary of the state shall forthwith so notify the chief justice of the supreme
court.

d. Original jurisdiction is vested in the supreme court to be exercised on the
petition of any registered voter whereby said court may compel the commission,
by mandamus or otherwise, to perform its duty or to correct any error made in
its plan of districting, or said court may take such other action to effectuate the
purposes of this article, including the establishing of a plan of districting if the
commission fails to file its plan of districting by the thirtieth day of November
as said court may deem appropriate. Any such petition shall be filed within thirty
days of the date specified for any duty or within thirty days after the filing of
a plan of districting. The supreme court shall render its decision not later than
forty-five days following the filing of such petition or shall file its plan with
the secretary of the state not later than the fifteenth day of February next fol-
lowing the time for submission of a plan of districting by the commission. Upon
receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of the law.

Adopted November 28, 1990; Amended in 2000. (See Article XXX of the Amendments to the Constitution
of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XXVII.
Section 8 or article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

The general assembly may provide by law for the absentee admission of
electors.
Adopted November 25, 1992.

ARTICLE XXVIII.
Article third of the constitution is amended by adding section 18 as follows:

Sec. 18 a. The amount of general budget expenditures authorized for any fiscal
year shall not exceed the estimated amount of revenue for such fiscal year.

b. The general assembly shall not authorize an increase in general budget
expenditures for any fiscal year above the amount of general budget expenditures
authorized for the previous fiscal year by a percentage which exceeds the greater
of the percentage increase in personal income or the percentage increase in
inflation, unless the governor declares an emergency or the existence of extraor-
dinary circumstances and at least three-fifths of the members of each house of
the general assembly vote to exceed such limit for the purposes of such emer-
gency or extraordinary circumstances. The general assembly shall by law define
“‘increase in personal income’’, ‘‘increase in inflation’’ and ‘‘general budget
expenditures’’ for the purposes of this section and may amend such definitions,
from time to time, provided general budget expenditures shall not include ex-
penditures for the payment of bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness.
The enactment or amendment of such definitions shall require the vote of three-
fifths of the members of each house of the general assembly.

c. Any unappropriated surplus shall be used to fund a budget reserve fund or
for the reduction of bonded indebtedness; or for any other purpose authorized
by at least three-fifths of the members of each house of the general assembly.
Adopted November 25, 1992.
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ARTICLE XXIX.

Article seventeen of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read
as follows:

a. In all Criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard by
himself and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation;
to be confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process to
obtain witnesses in his behalf; to be released on bail upon sufficient security,
except in capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption great;
and in all prosecutions by information, to a speedy, public trial by an impartial
jury. No person shall be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law, nor shall ex-
cessive bail be required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall be held
to answer for any crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment, unless upon
probable cause shown at a hearing in accordance with procedures prescribed by
law, except in the armed forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time
of war or public danger.

b. In all criminal prosecutions, a victim, as the general assembly may define
by law, shall have the following rights: (1) the right to be treated with fairness
and respect throughout the criminal justice process; (2) the right to timely dis-
position of the case following arrest of the accused, provided no right of the
accused is abridged; (3) the right to be reasonably protected from the accused
throughout the criminal justice process; (4) the right to notification of court
proceedings; (5) the right to attend the trial and all other court proceedings the
accused has the right to attend, unless such person is to testify and the court
determines that such person’s testimony would be materially affected if such
person hears other testimony; (6) the right to communicate with the prosecution;
(7) the right to object to or support any plea agreement entered into by the
accused and the prosecution and to make a statement to the court prior to the
acceptance by the court of the plea of guilty or nolo contendere by the accused;
(8) the right to make a statement to the court at sentencing; (9) the right to
restitution which shall be enforceable in the same manner as any other cause
of action or as otherwise provided by law; and (10) the right to information
about the arrest, conviction, sentence, imprisonment and release of the accused.
The general assembly shall provide by law for the enforcement of this subsection.
Nothing in this subsection or in any law enacted pursuant to this subsection
shall be construed as creating a basis for vacating a conviction or ground for
appellate relief in any criminal case.

Adopted November 27, 1996.

ARTICLE XXX.
Sec. 1. Section 25 of article fourth of the constitution is repealed.

Sec. 2. Subsection a. of article twenty-sixth of the amendments to the con-
stitution is amended to read as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts as now
established by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly
next after the completion of the taking of the next census of the United States.
On or before the fifteenth day of February next following the year in which the
decennial census of the United States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint
a reapportionment committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who
shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who
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shall be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four members of
the house of representatives, two who shall be designated by the speaker of the
house of representatives and two who shall be designated by the minority leader
of the house of representatives, provided there are members of no more than
two political parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the
event that there are members of more than two political parties in a house of
the general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other
than that of the president pro tempore of the senate of the speaker of the house
of representatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who
shall designate two members of the committee in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. Such committee shall advise the general assembly
on matters of apportionment. Upon the filing of a report of such committee with
the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk of the senate, the speaker
of the house of representatives and the president pro tempore of the senate shall,
if the general assembly is not in regular session, convene the general assembly
in special session for the sole purpose of adopting a plan of districting. Upon
the request of the speaker of the house of representatives and the president pro
tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state shall give notice of such special
session by mailing a true copy of the call of such special session, by registered
or certified mail, return receipt requested, to each member of the house of
representatives and of the senate at his or her address as it appears upon the
records of said secretary not less than ten nor more than fifteen days prior to
the date of convening of such special session or by causing a true copy of the
call to be delivered to each member by a constable, state policeman or indifferent
person at least twenty-four hours prior to the time of convening of such special
session. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least
two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such plan of districting as
is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment of representation in accordance
with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter the general assembly shall
decennially at its next regular session of special session called for the purpose
of adopting a plan of districting following the completion of the taking of the
census of the United States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds
of the membership of each house, adopt such plan of districting as is necessary
in accordance with the provisions of this article.

Adopted November 29, 2000.

ARTICLE XXXI.

Article fourteenth of the amendments to the Constitution is amended to read
as follows:

Any citizen who will have attained the age of eighteen years on or before the
day of a regular election may apply for admission as an elector at such times
and in such manner as may be prescribed by law, and, if qualified, shall become
an elector on the day of his or her eighteenth birthday. Any citizen who has
not yet attained the age of eighteen years but who will have attained the age
of eighteen years on or before the day of a regular election, who is otherwise
qualified to be an elector and who has applied for admission as an elector in
such manner as may be prescribed by law, may vote in any primary election,
in such manner as may be prescribed by law, held for such regular election.
Adopted November 26, 2008.
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HISTORICAL ANTECEDENTS

THE FIRST CONSTITUTION OF CONNECTICUT

*The ‘‘Fundamental Orders,”” 1638-9.

“Voted’’ January 14 1638 the Fundamental Orders were the beginning of Con-
necticut as a commonwealth. Their spirit was that of a sermon preached by the
Rev. Thomas Hooker a short time before their adoption in the course of which
he laid down the proposition ‘‘The foundation of authority is laid in the free
consent of the people’’ and which he closed with the challenge: ‘‘As God has
given us liberty let us take it.”’ They recognized no allegiance on the part of
the colonists to England but in effect set up an independent government. In the
sense that they were intended to be a framework of government more permanent
than the usual orders adopted by the General Court they were in essence a
constitution. The historian John Fiske was justified in his statement that this
instrument was ‘‘the first written constitution known to history that created a
government and it marked the beginning of American democracy.’”’ While in
1662 the Fundamental Orders were in a sense superseded by the charter that
document drawn up in the colony and taken to England by its representative
was never regarded by the colonists as the source of their government but as
a protection for and guaranty of the government they had already set up for
themselves. So it was that for forty years after the independence of this nation
Connecticut could still carry on its government under the charter. And so it is
that this commonwealth has preserved a continuity of development beyond that
of almost any other state or nation in the world.

By: William M. Maltbie

Forasmuch as it hath pleased the Almighty God by the wise disposition of his
divine providence so to order and dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and
Residents of Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwell-
ing in and upon the River of Connectecotte and the lands thereunto adjoining;
and well knowing where a people are gathered together the word of God requires
that to maintain the peace and union of such a people there should be an orderly
and decent Government established according to God, to order and dispose of
the affairs of the people at all seasons as occasion shall require; do therefore
associate and conjoin ourselves to be as one Public State or Commonwealth;
and do for ourselves and our Successors and such as shall be adjoined to us at
any time hereafter, enter into Combination and Confederation together, to main-
tain and preserve the liberty and purity of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus which

*The original ‘‘Fundamental Orders’” of 1638-39 are on permanent exhibition at the Museum of Con-
necticut History, 231 Capitol Ave., Hartford.
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we now profess, as also the discipline of the Churches, which according to the
truth of the said Gospel is now practiced amongst us; as also in our Civil affairs
to be guided and governed according to such Laws, Rules, Orders, and Decrees
as shall be made, ordered, and decreed as followeth:—

1. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that there shall be yearly two General
Assemblies or Courts, the one the second Thursday in April, the other the second
Thursday in September following; the first shall be called the Court of Election,
wherein shall be yearly chosen from time to time so many Magistrates and other
public Officers as shall be found requisite: Whereof one to be chosen Governor
for the year ensuing and until another be chosen, and no other Magistrate to be
chosen for more than one year: provided always there be six chosen besides the
Governor, which being chosen and sworn according to an Oath recorded for
that purpose, shall have power to administer justice according to the Laws here
established, and for want thereof, according to the rule of the Word of God;
which choice shall be made by all that are admitted freemen and have taken the
Oath of Fidelity, and do cohabit within this Jurisdiction (*Having been admitted
Inhabitants by the major part of the Town wherein they live) or the major part
of such as shall be then present.

2. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the Election of the aforesaid
Magistrates shall be on this manner: every person present and qualified for choice
shall bring in (to the persons deputed to receive them) one single paper with
the name of him written in it whom he desires to have Governor, and he that
hath the greatest number of papers shall be Governor for that year. And the rest
of the Magistrates or public officers to be chosen in this manner: the Secretary
for the time being shall first read the names of all that are to be put to choice
and then shall severally nominate them distinctly, and every one that would
have the person nominated to be chosen shall bring in one single paper written
upon, and he that would not have him chosen shall bring in a blank; and every
one that hath more written papers than blanks shall be a Magistrate for that
year; which papers shall be received and told by one or more that shall be then
chosen by the court and sworn to be faithful therein; but in case there should
not be six chosen as aforesaid, besides the Governor, out of those which are
nominated, then he or they which have the most written papers shall be a Mag-
istrate or Magistrates for the ensuing year, to make up the aforesaid number.

3. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the Secretary shall not nominate
any person, nor shall any person be chosen newly into the Magistracy which
was not propounded in some General Court before, to be nominated the next
Election; and to that end it shall be lawful for each of the Towns aforesaid by
their deputies to nominate any two whom they conceive fit to be put to election;
and the Court may add so many more as they judge requisite.

*This clause was interlined in a different handwriting, and is of a later date. It was adopted by the
General Court of November, 1643.
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4. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that no person be chosen Governor
above once in two years, and that the Governor be always a member of some
approved congregation, and formerly of the Magistracy within this Jurisdiction;
and all the Magistrates, Freemen of this Commonwealth; and that no Magistrate
or other public officer shall execute any part of his or their office before they
are severally sworn, which shall be done in the face of the court if they be
present, and in case of absence by some deputed for that purpose.

5. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that to the aforesaid Court of Election
the several Towns shall send their deputies, and when the Elections are ended
they may proceed in any public service as at other Courts. Also the other General
Court in September shall be for making of laws, and any other public occasion,
which concerns the good of the Commonwealth.

6. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the Governor shall, either by
himself or by the Secretary, send out summons to the Constables of every Town
for the calling of these two standing Courts one month at least before their
several times: And also if the Governor and the greatest part of the Magistrates
see cause upon any special occasion to call a General Court, they may give
order to the Secretary so to do within fourteen days’ warning: And if urgent
necessity so required, upon a shorter notice, giving sufficient grounds for it to
the deputies when they meet, or else be questioned for the same; And if the
Governor and major part of Magistrates shall either neglect or refuse to call the
two General standing Courts or either of them, as also at other times when the
occasions of the Commonwealth require, the Freemen thereof, or the major part
of them, shall petition to them so to do; if then it be either denied or neglected,
the said Freemen, or the major part of them, shall have power to give order to
the Constables of the several Towns to do the same, and so may meet together,
and choose to themselves a Moderator, and may proceed to do any act of power
which any other General Courts may.

7. Tt is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that after there are warrants given
out for any of the said General Courts, the Constable or Constables of each
Town, shall forthwith give notice distinctly to the inhabitants of the same, in
some public assembly or by going or sending from house to house, that at a
place and time by him or them limited and set, they meet and assemble them-
selves together to elect and choose certain deputies to be at the General Court
then following to agitate the affairs of the Commonwealth; which said deputies
shall be chosen by all that are admitted Inhabitants in the several Towns and
have taken the oath of fidelity; provided that none be chosen a Deputy for any
General Court which is not a Freeman of this Commonwealth.

The aforesaid deputies shall be chosen in manner following: every person that
is present and qualified as before expressed, shall bring the names of such,
written in several papers, as they desire to have chosen for that employment,
and these three or four, more or less, being the number agreed on to be chosen
for that time, that have greatest number of papers written for them shall be
deputies for that Court; whose names shall be endorsed on the back side of the
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warrant and returned into the Court, with the constable or constables’ hand unto
the same.

8. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that Windsor, Hartford, and Weth-
ersfield shall have power, each Town, to send four of their Freemen as their
deputies to every General Court; and Whatsoever other Town shall be hereafter
added to this Jurisdiction, they shall send so many deputies as the Court shall
judge meet, a reasonable proportion to the number of Freemen that are in the
said Towns being to be attended therein; which deputies shall have the power
of the whole Town to give their votes and allowance to all such laws and orders
as may be for the public good, and unto which the said Towns are to be bound.

9. It is Ordered and decreed, that the deputies thus chosen shall have power
and liberty to appoint a time and a place of meeting together before any General
Court, to advise and consult of all such things as may concern the good of the
public, as also to examine their own Elections, whether according to the order,
and if they or the greatest part of them find any election to be illegal they may
seclude such for present from their meeting, and return the same and their reasons
to the Court; and if it prove true, the Court may fine the party or parties so
intruding, and the Town, if they see cause, and give out a warrant to go to a
new election in a legal way, either in part or in whole. Also the said deputies
shall have power to fine any that shall be disorderly at their meetings, or for
not coming in due time or place according to appointment; and they may return
the said fines into the Court if it be refused to be paid, and the Treasurer to
take notice of it, and to escheat or levy the same as he does other fines.

10. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that every General Court, except
such as through neglect of the Governor and the greatest part of Magistrates
the Freemen themselves do call, shall consist of the Governor, or some one
chosen to moderate the Court, and four other Magistrates at least, with the major
part of the deputies of the several Towns legally chosen; and in case the Freemen,
or major part of them, through neglect or refusal of the Governor and major
part of the Magistrates, shall call a Court, it shall consist of the major part of
Freemen that are present or their deputies, with a Moderator chosen by them:
In which said General Courts shall consist the supreme power of the Common-
wealth, and they only shall have power to make laws or repeal them, to grant
levies, to admit of Freemen, dispose of lands undisposed of, to several Towns
or persons, and also shall have power to call either Court or Magistrate or any
other person whatsoever into question for any misdemeanor, and may for just
causes displace or deal otherwise according to the nature of the offense; and
also may deal in any other matter that concerns the good of this Commonwealth,
except election of Magistrates, which shall be done by the whole body of Free-
men.

In which Court the Governor or Moderator shall have power to order the
Court, to give liberty of speech, and silence unseasonable and disorderly speak-
ings, to put all things to vote, and in case the vote be equal to have the casting
voice. But none of these Courts shall be adjourned or dissolved without the
consent of the major part of the Court.
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11. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that when any General Court upon
the occasions of the Commonwealth have agreed upon any sum, or sums of
money to be levied upon the several Towns within this Jurisdiction, that a
committee be chosen to set out and appoint what shall be the proportion of
every Town to pay of the said levy, provided the committee be made up of an
equal number out of each Town.

14th January 1638 the 11 Orders above said are voted.
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*CHARTER OF THE COLONY OF CONNECTICUT, 1662

CHARLES THE SECOND, BY THE GRACE OF Gob, King of England, Scotland,
France and Ireland, defender of the Faith, &c.; To all to whome theis presents
shall come Greetinge: WHEREAS, by the severall Navigacons, discoveryes and
susccessfull Plantacons of diverse of our loving Subjects of this our Realme of
England, Severall Lands, Islands, Places, Colonies and Plantacons have byn
obtayned and setled in that parte of the Continent of America called New En-
gland, and thereby the Trade and Comerce there hath byn of late yeares much
increased, AND WHEREAS, wee have byn informed by the humble Peticon of
our Trusty and welbeloved John Winthrop, John Mason, Samuell Willis, Henry
Clerke, Mathew Allen, John Tappen, Nathan Gold, Richard Treate, Richard Lord,
Henry Woolicott, John Talcott, Daniell Clerke, John Ogden, Thomas Wells,
Obedias Brewen, John Clerke, Anthony Haukins, John Deming and Mathew
Camfeild, being Persons Principally interested in our Colony or Plantacon of
Connecticut in New England, that the same Colony or the greatest parte thereof
was purchased and obteyned for greate and valuable Consideracons, And some
other part thereof gained by Conquest and with much difficulty, and att the onely
endeavours, expence and Charge of them and their Associates, and those vnder
whome they Clayme, Subdued and improved, and thereby become a considerable
enlargement and addicon of our Dominions and interest there.—NOW KNOW
YEA, that in consideracion thereof, and in regard the said Colony is remote from
other the English Plantacons in the Places aforesaid, And to the end the Affaires
and Business which shall from tyme to tyme happen or arise concerning the
same may be duely Ordered and managed. WEE HAVE thought fitt, and att the
humble Peticon of the Persons aforesaid, and are graciously pleased to Create
and Make them a Body Pollitique and Corporate, with the powers and Priviliges
herein after menconed; And Accordingly Our will and pleasure is, and of our
especiall grace, certeine knowledge and meere mocon wee have Ordeyned, Con-
stituted and Declared, And by theis presents, for vs, our heires and Successors,
Doe Ordeine, Constitute and Declare That they, the said John Winthrop, John
Mason, Samuell Willis, Henry Clerke, Mathew Allen, John Tappen, Nathan Gold,
Richard Treate, Richard Lord, Henry Woollcot, John Talcot, Daniell Clerke,
John Ogden, Thomas Wells, Obadiah Brewen, John Clerke, Anthony Hawkins,
John Deming and Mathew Camfeild, and all such others as now are or hereafter
shall bee Admitted and made free of the Company and Society of our Collony
of Connecticut in America, shall from tyme to tyme and forever hereafter, bee
one Body Corporate and Pollitique in fact and name, by the Name of Governour
and Company of the English Collony of Connecticut in New England in America;
And that by the same name they and their Successors shall and may have
perpetuall Succession, and shall and mey bee Persons able and Capable in the
law to Plead and bee Impleaded, to Answere and to be Answered vnto, to Defend
and bee Defended in all and Singular, Suits, Causes, quarrelles, Matters, Accons

*The original Charter of the Colony of Connecticut, is on permanent exhibition at the Museum of
Connecticut History, 231 Capitol Ave., Hartford.
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and things of what kind or nature soever, And alsoe to have, take, possesse,
acquire and purchase lands Tenements or hereditaments, or any goods or Chat-
tells, and the same to, Lease, Graunt, Demise, Alien, bargaine, Sell and dispose
of, as other our leige People of this our Realme of England, or any other Cor-
poracon or Body Politique within the same may lawfully doe. AND FURTHER,
that the said Governour and Company, and their Successors shall and may for
ever hereafter have a Comon Seale to serve and vse for all Causes, matters,
things and affaires, whatsoever of them and their Successors, and the same Seale
to alter, change, breake and make new from tyme to tyme att their wills and
pleasures, as they shall thinke fitt. And further, wee will and Ordeine, and by
theis presents for vs, our heires and Successors Doe Declare and appoint, that
for the better ordering and manageing of the affaires and businesse of the said
Company and their Successors, there shall be one Governour, one Deputy Gov-
ernour and Twelve Assistants to bee from tyme to tyme Constituted, Elected
and Chosen out of the Freemen of the said Company for the tyme being, in
such manner and forme as hereafter in these presents is expressed; which said
Officers shall apply themselves to take care for the best disposeing and Ordering
of the Generall business and affaires of and concerning the lands and heredit-
aments herein after menconed to bee graunted, and the Plantacon thereof and
the Government of the People thereof. And for the better execucon of our Royall
Pleasure herein, WEE DOE for vs, our heires and Successors, Assigne, name,
Constitute and appoint the aforesaid John Winthrop to bee the first and present
Governour of the said Company; And the said John Mason to bee the Deputy
Governour; And the said Samuell Willis, Mathew Allen, Nathan Gold, Henry
Clerke, Richard Treat, John Ogden, Thomas Tappen, John Talcott, Thomas
Wells, Henry Woolcot, Richard Lord and Daniell Clerke to bee the Twelve
present Assistants of the said Company; to contynue in the said severall Offices
respectively, vntill the second Thursday which shall bee in the moneth of October
now next comeing. AND further, wee will, and by theis presents for vs, our heires
and Successors DOE Ordaine and Graunt that the Governour of the said Company
for the tyme being, or, in his absence by occasion of sicknes, or otherwise by
his leave or permission, the Deputy Governour for the tyme being, shall and
may from tyme to tyme vpon all occasions give Order for the assembling of
the said Company and calling them together to Consult and advise of the bus-
inesse and Affairs of the said Company, And that for ever hereafter Twice in
every yeare, (That is to say,) on every Second Thursday in October and on every
Second Thursday in May, or oftener, in Case it shall bee requisite, The Assistants
and freemen of the said Company, or such of them, (not exceeding twoe Persons
from each Place, Towne or Citty) whoe, shall bee from tyme to tyme therevnto
Elected or deputed by the major parte of the freemen of the respective Townes,
Cittyes and Places for which they shall bee soe elected or Deputed, shall have
a generall meeting or Assembly, then and their to Consult and advise in and
about the Affaires And businesse of the said Company; And that the Governour,
or in his absence the Deputy Governour of the said Company for the tyme being,
and such of the Assistants and freemen of the said Company as shall be soe
Elected or Deputed and bee present att such meeting or Assembly, or the greatest
number of them, whereof the Governour or Deputy Governour and Six of the
Assistants, at least, to bee Seaven, shall be called the Generall Assembly, and
shall have full power and authority to alter and change their dayes and tymes
of meeting or Generall Assemblies for Electing the Governour, Deputy Gov-
ernour and Assistants or other Officers or any other Courts, Assemblies or meet-
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ings, and to Choose, Nominate and appoint such and soe many other Persons
as they shall thinke fitt and shall bee willing to accept the same, to bee free of
the said Company and Body Politique, and them into the same to Admitt and
to Elect, and Constitute such Officers as they shall thinke fitt and requisite for
the Ordering, Manageing and disposeing of the Affaires of the said Governour
and Company and their Successors. AND WEE DOE hereby for vs, our heires and
Successors, Establish and Ordeine, that once in the yeare for ever hereafter,
namely, the said Second Thursday in May, the Governour, Deputy Governour,
and Assistants of the said Company and other Officers of the said Company, or
such of them as the said Generall Assembly shall thinke fitt, shall bee in the
said Generall Court and Assembly to be held from that day or tyme, newly
Chosen for the yeare ensuing, by such greater parte of the said Company for
the tyme being then and there present. And if the Governour, Deputy Governour
and Assistants by these presents appointed, or such as hereafter bee newly Cho-
sen into their Roomes, or any of them, or any other the Officers to bee appointed
for the said Company shall dye or bee removed from his or their severall Offices
or Places before the said Generall day of Eleccon, whome wee doe hereby
Declare for any misdemeanour or default to bee removeable by the Governour,
Assistants and Company, or such greater part of them in any of the said publique
Courts to be Assembled as is aforesaid, That then and in every such Case itt
shall and may bee lawfull to and for the Governour, Deputy Governour and
Assistants and Company aforesaid, or such greater parte of them soe to bee
Assembled as is aforesaid in any of their Assemblies, to proceede to a New
Eleccon of one or more of their Company in the Roome or place, Roomes or
Places of such Governour, Deputy Governour, Assistant or other Officer or
Officers soe dyeing or removed, according to their discretions; and immediately
vpon and after such Eleccon or Eleccons made of such Governour, Deputy
Governour, Assistant or Assistants, or any other Officer of the said Company
in manner and forme, Aforesaid, The Authority Office and Power before given
to the former Governour, Deputy Governour or other Officer and Officers soe
removed, in whose stead and Place new shall be chosen, shall as to him and
them and every of them respectively cease and determine. PROVIDED, alsoe, and
our will and pleasure is, That as well such as are by theis presents appointed
to bee the present Governour, Deputy Governour and Assistants of the said
Company as those that shall succeed them, and all other Officers to bee appointed
and Chosen as aforesaid, shall, before they vndertake the Execucon of their said
Offices and places respectively, take their severall and respective Corporall Oa-
thes for the due and faithfull performance of their dutyes in their severall Offices
and Places, before such Person or Persons as are by these Presents hereafter
appoynted to take and receive the same; That is to say, the said John Winthrop,
whoe is herein before nominated and appointed the present Governour of the
said Company, shall take the said Oath before one or more of the Masters of
our Court of Chancery for the tyme being, vnto which Master of Chancery WEE
DoE, by theis presents, give full power and authority to administer the said Oath
to the said John Winthrop accordingly. And the said John Mason, whoe is herein
before nominated and appointed the present Deputy Governour of the said Com-
pany, shall take the said Oath before the said John Winthrop, or any twoe of
the Assistants of the said Company, vnto whome WEE DOE by these presents,
give full power and authority to Administer the said Oath to the said John Mason
accordingly. And the said Samuell Willis, Henry Clerke, Mathew Allen, John
Tappen, Nathan Gold, Richard Treate, Richard Lord, Henry Woolcott, John



64 CHARTER OF THE COLONY OF CONNECTICUT

Talcott, Daniell Clerke, John Ogden and Thomas Welles, whoe are herein before
Nominated and appointed the present Assistants of the said Company, shall take
the Oath before the said John Winthrop and John Mason, or one of them, to
whome WEE DOE hereby give full power and authority to Administer the same
accordingly. And our further will and pleasure, is that all and every Governour
or Deputy Governour to bee Elected and Chosen by vertue of theis presents,
shall take the said Oath before two or more of the Assistants of the said Company
for the tyme being, vnto whom wee doe, by theis presents, give full power and
authority to give and Administer the said Oath accordingly. And the said As-
sistants and every of them, and all and every other Officer or Officers to bee
hereafter Chosen from tyme to tyme, to take the said Oath before the Governour
or Deputy Governour for the tyme being, vanto which said Governour or Deputy
Governour wee doe, by theis presents, give full power and authority to Admin-
ister the same accordingly. AND FURTHER, of our more amplegrace, certeine
knowledge and meere mocon WEE HAVE given and Graunted, and by theis
presents, for vs, our heires and Successors, DOE give and Graunt vnto the said
Governour and Company of the English Colony of Connecticut in New England
in America, and to every Inhabitant there, and to every Person and Persons
Trading thither, And to every such Person and Persons as are or shall bee free
of the said Collony, full power and authority from tyme to tyme and att all
tymes hereafter, to take, Ship, Transport and Carry away, for and towards the
Plantacon and defence of the said Collony such of our loveing Subjects and
Strangers as shall or will willingly accompany them in and to their said Collony
and Plantacon: (Except such Person and Persons as are or shall bee therein
restrayned by vs, our heires and Successors:) And alsoe to Ship and Transport
all and all manner of goods, Chattells, Merchandizes and other things whatsoever
that are or shall be vsefull or necessary for the Inhabitants of the said Collony
and may lawfully bee Transported thither; Neverthe lesse, not to bee discharged
of payment to vs, our heires and Successors, of the Dutyes, Customes and
Subsidies which are or ought to bee paid or payable for the same. AND FURTHER,
Our will and pleasure is, and WEE DOE for vs, our heires and Successors,
Ordeyne, Declare and Graunt vnto the said Governour and Company and their
Successors, That all and every the Subjects of vs, our heires or Successors which
shall goe to Inhabite within the said Colony, and every of their Children which
shall happen to bee borne there or on the Sea in goeing thither or returneing
from thence, shall have and enjoye all liberties and immunities of free and
naturall Subjects within any the Dominions of vs, our heires or Successors, to
all intents, Construccons and purposes whatsoever, as if they and every of them
were borne within the Realme of England, AND WEE DOE authorize and impower
the Governour, or in his absence the Deputy Governour for the tyme being, to
appointe two or more of the said assistants att any of their Courts or Assemblyes
to bee held as aforesaid, to have power and authority to Administer the Oath
of Supremacy and obedience to all and every Person and Persons which shall
att any tyme or tymes hereafter goe or passe into the said Colony of Connecticutt,
vnto which said Assistants soe to bee appointed as aforesaid, WEE DOE, by these
presents, give full power and authority to Administer the said Oath accordingly.
AND WEE DOE FURTHER, of our especiall grace, certeine knowledge and meere
mocon, give and Graunt vnto the said Governour and Company of the English
Colony of Connecticutt in New England in America, and their Successors, that
itt shall and may bee lawful to and for the Governour or Deputy Governour and
such of the Assistants of the said Company for the tyme being as shall bee
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Assembled in any of the Generall Courts aforesaid, or in any Courts to be
especially Sumoned or Assembled for that purpose, or the greater parte of them,
whereof the Governour or Deputy Governour and Six of the Assistants, to be
all wayes Seaven, to Erect and make such Judicatories for the heareing and
Determining of all Accons, Causes, matters and things happening within the
said Colony or Plantacon and which shall bee in dispute and depending there,
as they shall thinke fitt and convenient; And alsoe from tyme to tyme to Make,
Ordaine and Establish All manner of wholesome and reasonable Lawes, Statutes,
Ordinances, Direccons and Instruccons, not contrary to the laws of this Realme
of England, as well for setling the formes and Ceremonies of Government and
Magestracy fitt and necessary for the said Plantacon and the Inhabitants there
as for naming and Stileing all sorts of Officers, both superior and inferior, which
they shall find needfull for the Government and Plantacon of the said Colony,
and the distinguishing and setting forth of the severall Dutyes, Powers and
Lymitts of every such Office and Place, and the formes of such Oaths, not being
contrary to the Laws and Statutes of this our Realme of England, to bee ad-
ministered for the Execucon of the said severall Offices and Places; As alsoe
for the disposeing and Ordering of the Eleccon of such of the said Officers as
are to bee Annually Chosen, and of such others as shall succeed in case of death
or removall, and Administering the said Oath to the new Elected Officers, and
Graunting necessary Comissions, and for imposicon of lawfull Fines, Mulcts,
Imprisonment or other Punishment vpon Offenders and Delinquents, according
to the Course of other Corporacons within this our Kingdome of England, and
the same Lawes, fines, Mulcts and Execucons to alter, change, revoke, adnull,
release or Pardon, vnder their Comon Seale, As by the said Generall Assembly
or the major part of them shall be thought fitt; And for the directing, ruleing
and disposing of all other matters and things whereby our said people, Inhabitants
there, may bee soe religiously, peaceably and civilly Governed as their good
life and orderly Conversacon may wynn and invite the Natives of the Country
to the knowledge and obedience of the onely true God and Saviour of mankind,
and the Christian faith, which in our Royall intencons and the Adventurers free
profession is the onely and principall end of this Plantacon; WILLING, Com-
manding and requireing, and by these presents, for vs, our heires and Successors,
Ordaineing and appointeing. That all such Lawes, Statutes and Ordinances, In-
struccons, Imposicons, and Direccons as shall bee soe made by the Governour,
Deputy Governour, and Assistants, as aforesaid, and published in writeing vnder
their Comon Seale, shall carefully and duely bee observed, kept, performed and
putt in execucion, according to the true intent and meaning of the same. AND
these our letters Patents, or the Duplicate or Exemplification thereof, shall bee
to all and every such Officers, Superiors and inferiors, from tyme to tyme, for
the Putting of the same Orders, Lawes, Statutes, Ordinances, Instruccons and
Direccons in due Execucon, against vs, our heires and Successors, a sufficient
warrant and discharge. AND WEE DOE FURTHER, for vs, our heires and Successors,
give and Graunt vnto the said Governor and Company and their Successors, by
these presents, That itt shall and may bee lawfull to and for the chiefe Com-
manders, Governours and Officers of the said Company for the tyme being whoe
shall bee resident in the parts of New England hereafter menconed, and others
inhabitating there by their leave, admittance, appointment or direccon, from tyme
to tyme and att all tymes hereafter, for their speciall defence and safety, to
Assemble, Martiall, Array, and putt in Warlike posture the Inhabitants of the
said Colony, and to; Commissionate, Impower and authorize such Person or
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Persons as they shall thinke fitt to lead and Conduct the said Inhabitants, and
to encounter, expulse, repell and resist by force of Armes, as well by Sea as
by land, And alsoe to kill, Slay and destroy, by all fitting wayes, enterprizes
and meanes whatsoever, all and every such Person or Persons as shall at any
tyme hereafter Attempt or enterprize the destruccon, Invasion, detriment or an-
noyance of the said Inhabitants or Plantacon, And to vse and exercise the law
Martiall, in such Cases onely as occasion shall require, And to take or surprize
by all wayes and meanes whatsoever, all and every such Person and Persons,
with their Shipps, Armour, Ammunicon, and other goods of such as shall in
such hostile manner invade or attempt the defeating of the said Plantacon or
the hurt of the said Company and Inhabitants; and vpon just Causes to invade
and destroy the Natives or other Enemyes of the said Colony. NEVERTHELESSE,
Our Will and pleasure is, AND WEE DOE hereby Declare vnto all Christian Kings,
Princes and States, That if any Persons which shall hereafter Bee of the said
Company or Plantacon, or any other, by appointment of the said Governor and
Company for the tyme being, shall at any tyme or tymes hereafter Robb or
Spoile by Sea or by land, and doe any hurt, violence or unlawful hostility to
any of the Subjects of vs, our heires or Successors, or any of the Subjects of
any Prince or State beinge then in league with vs, our heires or Successors,
vpon Complaint of such injury done to any such Prince or State, or their Subjects
WEE, our heires and Successors, will make open Proclamacon within any parts
of our Realme of England fitt for that purpose, That the Person or Persons
committinge any such Robbery or Spoile, shall within the tyme lymitted by such
Proclamacon, make full restitucon or satisfaccon of all such injuries done or
committed, Soe as the said Prince or others soe complayneing may bee fully
satisfied and contented. And if the said Person or Persons whoe shall committ
any such Robbery or Spoile shall not make satisfaccon accordingly, within such
tyme soe to bee limited, That then itt shall and may bee lawful for vs, our heires
and Successors, to put such Person or Persons out of our Allegiance and Pro-
teccon: And that it shall and may bee lawfull and free for all Princes or others
to Prosecute with hostility such Offenders and every of them, their and every
of their Procurers, ayders, Abettors and Councellors in that behalfe. PROVIDED,
alsoe, and our expresse will and pleasure is, AND WEE DOE by these presents
for vs, our heires and Successors, Ordeyne and appointe that these presents shall
not in any manner hinder any of our loveing Subjects whatsoever to vse and
exercise the Trade of Fishinge vpon the coast of New England in America, but
they and every or any of them shall have full and free power and liberty to
contynue and vse the said Trade of Fishing upon the said Coast, in any of the
Seas therevnto adioyning, or any Armes of the Seas or Salt Water Rivers where
they have byn accustomed to Fish, and to build and sett vpon the wast land
belonging to the said Colony of Connecticutt, such Wharfes, Stages and wor-
kehouses as shall bee necessary for the Salting, dryeing and keeping of their
Fish to bee taken or gotten vpon that Coast, any thinge in these presents con-
teyened to the contrary notwithstanding. AND KNOWE YEE FURTHER, That Wee,
of our more abundant grace, certaine knowledge and meere mocon HAVE given,
Graunted and Confirmed, And by theis presents for vs, our heires and Successors,
DoE give, Graunt and Confirme vnto the said Governor and Company and their
Successors, ALL that parte of our Dominions in Newe England in America
bounded on the East by Norrogancett River, commonly called Norrogancett Bay,
where the said River falleth into the Sea, and on the North by the lyne of the
Massachusetts Plantacon, and on the South by the Sea, and in longitude as the
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lyne of the Massachusetts Colony, runinge from East to West, (that is to say,)
from the Said Norrogancett Bay on the East to the South Sea on the West parte,
with the Islands thervnto adioyneinge, Together with all firme lands, Soyles,
Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Waters, Fishings, Mynes, Mynerals, Precious
Stones, Quarries, and all and singular other Comodities, Iurisdiccons, Royalties,
Priviledges, Francheses, Preheminences, and hereditaments whatsoever within
the said Tract, Bounds, lands and Islands aforesaid, or to them or any of them
belonging. TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same vnto the said Governor and Com-
pany, their Successors and Assignes, for ever vpon Trust and for the vse and
benefitt of themselves and their Associates, freemen of the said Colony, their
heires and Assignes, TO BEE HOLDEN of vs, our heires and Successors, as of
our Mannor of East Greenewich, in Free and Common Soccage, and not in
Capite nor by Knights Service, YEILDING AND PAYINGE therefore to vs, our
heires and Successors, onely the Fifth parte of all the Oare of Gold and Silver
which from tyme to tyme and at all tymes hereafter shall bee there gotten, had
or obteyned, in liew of all Services, Dutyes and Demaunds whatsoever, to bee
to vs, our heires or Successors, therefore or thereout rendered, made or paid.
AND LASTLY, Wee doe for vs, our heires, and Successors, Graunt to the said
Governor and Company and their Successors, by these presents, that these our
Letters Patent shall bee firme, good and effectuall in the lawe to all intents,
Construccons and purposes whatsoever, accordinge to our true intent and mea-
neing herein before Declared, as shall be Construed, reputed and adiudged most
favourable on the behalfe and for the best benefitt and behoofe of the said
Governor and Company and their Successors, ALTHOUGH EXPRESSE MENCON of
the true yearely value or certeinty of the premises, or of any of them, or of any
other Guifts or Graunts by vs or by any of our Progenitors or Predecessors
heretofore made to the said Governor and Company of the English Colony of
Connecticut in New England in America aforesaid in theis presents is not made,
or any Statute, Act, Ordinance, Provision, Proclamacon or Restriccon heretofore
had, made. Enacted, Ordeyned or Provided, or any other matter, Cause or thinge
whatsoever to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. IN WITNES
whereof, we have caused these our Letters to be made Patent; WITNES our Selfe,
att Westminister, the three and Twentieth day of Aprill, in the Fowerteenth yeare
of our Reigne.

By writt of Privy Seale HOWARD



SELECTED IMPORTANT DATES IN
CONNECTICUT HISTORY

Prepared by the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism

10,000 years ago, humans arrive in what will become Connecticut.

1614—Adriaen Block, representing the Dutch, sails up the Connecticut River.

1633—The Dutch erect a fort, the House of (Good) Hope, on the future site of Hartford.

1633—1John Oldham and others explore and trade along the Connecticut River. Plymouth Colony sends William
Holmes to found a trading post at Windsor.

1634—Wethersfield founded by colonists from Massachusetts.

1634—First English arrive in Windsor.

1635—Fort erected at Saybrook by Lion Gardiner.

1635—Group from Dorchester, Massachusetts, joins Windsor settlement.

1636—Thomas Hooker and company journey from Newtown (Cambridge), Massachusetts, to found Hartford.

1637—Pequot War.

1638—New Haven Colony established by John Davenport and Theophilus Eaton.

1639—Fundamental Orders of Connecticut adopted by Freemen of Hartford, Wethersfield and Windsor; John
Haynes chosen first Governor.

1639—Henry Whitfield House, Guilford, oldest house in state, built.

1643—Connecticut joins in forming the New England Confederation.

1646—New London founded by John Winthrop, Jr.

1650—Code of laws drawn up by Roger Ludlow and adopted by legislature.

1662—1John Winthrop, Jr. obtains a charter for Connecticut.

1665—Union of New Haven and Connecticut Colonies completed.

1665—The first division of any Connecticut town—Lyme’s separation from Saybrook.

1675-76—Connecticut participates in King Philip’s War fought in Rhode Island and Massachusetts.

1687—Andros assumes rule over Connecticut; Charter Oak episode occurs.

1689—Connecticut resumes government under charter.

1701—Collegiate School authorized by General Assembly.

1708—Saybrook Platform permits churches to join regional consociations or unions of churches.

1717—New Haven State House erected on the Green.

1717—Collegiate School moves to New Haven; called Yale the next year.

1740s—Height of religious “Great Awakening.”

1745—Connecticut troops under Roger Wolcott help capture Louisburg.

1755—Connecticut Gazette of New Haven, the colony’s first newspaper, printed by James Parker at New Haven.

1763—Brick State House erected on New Haven Green.

1764—Connecticut Courant, the oldest American newspaper in continuous existence to the present, launched at
Hartford by Thomas Green.

1766—Governor Thomas Fitch who refused to reject the Stamp Act defeated by William Pitkin.

1767—Thomas and Samuel Green launch newspaper which after many changes becomes New Haven Journal-
Courier.

1773—0Id New-Gate Prison opens as Connecticut’s first prison.

1774—Connecticut officially extends jurisdiction over Susquehanna Company area in Northern Pennsylvania.

1774—Silas Deane, Eliphalet Dyer, and Roger Sherman represent Connecticut at First Continental Congress.

1775—Several thousand militia rush to Massachusetts in “Lexington Alarm.”

1775—Connecticut men help plan and carry out seizure of Ft. Ticonderoga.

1775—First gun powder mill in Connecticut started in East Hartford.

1776—Samuel Huntington, Roger Sherman, William Williams and Oliver Wolcott sign the Declaration of Inde-
pendence; large majority of Connecticut people under Governor Jonathan Trumbull support the Declaration.

1777—Biritish troops under General Tryon raid Danbury.

1779—British troops under General Tryon raid New Haven, Fairfield and Norwalk.

1781—Benedict Arnold’s attack upon New London and Groton results in massacre at Ft. Griswold.

1781—Generals George Washington and comte de Rochambeau confer at Webb House in Wethersfield.

1783—Meeting of 10 Anglican clergy at Glebe House, Woodbury, leads to consecration of Bishop Samuel Seabury
and beginning of Protestant Episcopal Church in United States.

1784—Tapping Reeve establishes the first law school in the United States in Litchfield.

1784—Earliest Connecticut cities incorporated—Hartford, Middletown, New Haven, New London and Norwich.

1784—Governor Trumbull retires from governorship.

1784—Connecticut relinquishes Westmoreland area to Pennsylvania.

1784—Act passed providing for emancipation at age of twenty-five of all African- Americans born after March
1784. In 1797 the age was lowered to 21.

1785—First Register and Manual published.

1787—O0liver Ellsworth, William Samuel Johnson and Roger Sherman serve as Connecticut’s representatives at
Philadelphia Constitutional Convention.

1788—Convention at Hartford approves federal Constitution by 128-40 vote.

1789—Oliver Ellsworth and William Samuel Johnson begin service as first United States Senators from Connecti-
cut.

1792—First turnpike road company, New London to Norwich, incorporated.

1792—First banks established at Hartford, New London and New Haven.
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1793-96—01d State House, Hartford, erected; designed by Charles Bulfinch.

1795—Connecticut Western Reserve lands (now Northeastern Ohio) sold for $1.2 million and the proceeds used
to establish the School Fund.

1795—First insurance company incorporated as the Mutual Assurance Company of the City of Norwich.

1796—Thomas Hubbard starts Courier at Norwich. In 1860 paper merges with the Morning Bulletin and continues
as Norwich Bulletin to present.

1799—Eli Whitney procures his first federal musket contract.

1802—Brass industry begun at Waterbury by Abel Porter and associates.

1806—First important English dictionary in United States published by Noah Webster.

1810—Hartford Fire Insurance Company incorporated.

1812—Joseph Barber starts Columbian Register at New Haven. In 1911 combined with New Haven Register and
continues as Register to present.

1812-14—War of 1812 unpopular in Connecticut; new manufacturers, especially of textiles, boom.

1814—The British Raid on Essex results in the loss of over 25 American ships at Pettipaug Point.

1814—Hartford Convention held in Old State House.

1815—First steamboat voyage up the Connecticut River to Hartford.

1817—Federalists defeated by reformers in political revolution.

1817—Thomas Gallaudet founds school for the deaf in Hartford.

1817—Hartford Times founded by Frederick D. Bolles and John M. Niles.

1818—New Constitution adopted by convention in Hartford and approved by voters; ends system of established
church.

1820-21—Connecticut sealing voyages contribute to Antarctic exploration and discovery. Captain Nathaniel Palmer
of Stonington is one of the first people, and the first American, to sight the Antarctic continent in 1820.
Among his crew is seaman Peter Harvey, the first African-American known to sail to Antarctica. In 1821,
crewmen under Captain John Davis of New Haven make the first documented landing on Antarctica. Na-
thaniel Palmer and British sealer George Powell jointly discover the South Orkney Islands in the Antarctic,
in 1821.

1823—Washington College (now Trinity) founded in Hartford.

1827—“New” State House erected in New Haven; Ithiel Town, architect.

1827—01d New-Gate Prison closed. After a brief period of returning to mining, it soon became a tourist attraction.

1828—Farmington Canal opened.

1831—Wesleyan University founded in Middletown.

1831—Mutual Insurance Company of Hartford founded.

1832—First Connecticut railroad incorporated as the Boston, Norwich and New London.

1833-34—State Heroine Prudence Crandall opens school for young African-American girls.

1835—Revolver patented by Samuel Colt.

1835—Music Vale Seminary, first American music school, founded at Salem by Oramel Whittlesey.

1838—Railroad completed between New Haven and Hartford.

1839-41—The Amistad legal case heard before the U.S. Supreme Court.

1840s and 1850s—Peak of whaling from Connecticut ports and especially from New London.

1842—Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford, first public art museum, established.

1843—Charles Goodyear develops vulcanizing process for rubber.

1843—Civil rights of Jews protected through act guaranteeing equal privileges with Christians in forming religious
societies.

1844—Dr. Horace Wells uses anesthesia at Hartford.

1846—Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company, the first life insurance company, chartered in Connecticut.

1848—Slavery abolished in Connecticut.

1849—First teachers’ college founded at New Britain (now Central Connecticut State University).

1851—Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance Company started (under another name) in Hartford.

1853—Aetna Life Insurance Company started in Hartford.

1860—Lincoln speaks in several Connecticut cities.

1861-65—Approximately 55,000 men serve in Union Army; William Buckingham serves as wartime governor.

1864—Travelers Insurance issues its first policy.

1865—Connecticut General Life Insurance Company founded.

1868—Land at Groton given by Connecticut to U.S. Navy for a naval station.

1875—Hartford made sole capital city.

1877—First telephone exchange in world opened in New Haven.

1879—New Capitol building in Hartford completed; Richard M. Upjohn, architect.

1881—Storrs Agricultural College founded (becomes University of Connecticut in 1939).

1897—Manufacture of automobiles begun by Pope Manufacturing Company of Hartford.

1900—First United States Navy submarine, Holland, constructed by Electric Boat Co.

1901—First American state law regulating automobile speeds.

1902—Constitutional Convention held; proposed new Constitution defeated in a statewide referendum.

1905—General Assembly adopts public accommodations act ordering full and equal service in all places of public
accommodation.

1907—The first Boy Scout Troop in Connecticut (Troop 1) is established in East Hartford.

1910—U.S. Coast Guard Academy moves to New London.

1911—Connecticut College for Women founded at New London.

1917—U.S. Navy Submarine School formally established at New London Naval Base, Groton.
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1917-18—Approximately 67,000 Connecticut men serve in World War I.

1920—University of New Haven founded.

1927—~University of Bridgeport founded.

1928—1Igor Sikorsky purchases land in Stratford for new aviation factory; becomes Sikorsky Aviation Company.

1932—St. Joseph College founded in West Hartford.

1936—Floods cause enormous damage in Connecticut River Valley.

1938—Hurricane and floods produce heavy loss of life and property.

1938—First section of Merritt Parkway opened.

1939—First section of Wilbur Cross Parkway opened.

1941-45—Approximately 210,000 Connecticut men serve in World War II.

1943—General Assembly establishes Inter-Racial Commission, recognized as the nation’s first statutory civil rights
agency.

1944—Ringling Brothers Circus tent fire in Hartford takes 168 lives.

1947—Fair Employment Practices Act adopted outlawing job discrimination.

1950-52—Approximately 52,000 Connecticut men serve in Korean War.

1954—Nautilus, world’s first atomic-powered submarine, launched at Groton.

1955—Serious floods cause heavy damage and loss of life.

1957—Ground broken for first building in New Haven’s Oak Street redevelopment area.

1958—129-mile Connecticut Turnpike opened.

1959—General Assembly votes to abolish county government (effective 1960); also to abolish local justice courts
and establish district courts.

1960—Ground broken for first building in Hartford’s Front Street redevelopment area; now known as Constitution
Plaza.

1961—New state circuit court system goes into effect.

1962-75—Approximately 104,000 Connecticut men and women serve in the armed forces during the Vietnam War
era.

1965—Constitutional Convention held; New Constitution approved by voters.

1966—First elections held for reapportioned General Assembly under new Constitution.

1966—Constance Baker Motley of New Haven, first African-American woman appointed to be a federal judge.

1972—Under constitutional amendment adopted in 1970, General Assembly holds first annual session since 1886.

1974—Ella T. Grasso, first woman elected Governor in Connecticut.

1978—Common pleas and Juvenile Courts become part of the Superior Court.

1982—Appellate Court created by Constitutional Amendment (Effective July 1, 1983.)

1990—Eunice S. Groark, first woman elected Lieutenant Governor in Connecticut.

2001—Reapportionment Commission creates five Congressional districts due to national population shifts identified
in the 2000 census.

2001—9/11 Terrorist attacks on New York City kill 152 Connecticut citizens.

2005—Connecticut first state to adopt civil unions for same-sex couples without being directed to do so by a court.

2006—M. Jodi Rell becomes Connecticut’s second female Governor elected in her own right.

2008—Connecticut becomes one of the first three states to perform marriages of same-sex couples.



Year of
qualification
1789
1797
1801
1809
1817
1825
1829
1837
1841
1841
1845
1849
1850
1853
1857
1861
1865
1869
1877
1881
1881
1885
1889
1893
1897
1901
1909
1913
1921
1923
1929
1933
1945
1953
1961
1963
1969
1974
1977
1981
1989
1993
2001
2009

PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES

Name

George Washington .........
John Adams ........
Thomas Jefferson
James Madison . . .
James Monroe . ...
John Quincy Adams .
Andrew Jackson ... ..
Martin Van Buren ...
Wm. H. Harrison! ... .
John Tyler .................
James Knox Polk ...........
Zachary Taylor? ..
Millard Fillmore . .
Franklin Pierce ..
James Buchanan . .
Abraham Lincoln? . ..
Andrew Johnson ..
Ulysses S. Grant . . ...
Rutherford B. Hayes .
James A. Garfield* . ..
Chester A. Arthur ...
Grover Cleveland ..
Benjamin Harrison .
Grover Cleveland . . ..
William McKinley® ..
Theodore Roosevelt . . .
William H. Taft ............
Woodrow Wilson ...........
Warren G. Harding®
Calvin Coolidge .. ...
Herbert C. Hoover .....
Franklin D. Roosevelt” .
Harry S. Truman ......
Dwight D. Eisenhower .
John F. Kennedy?®
Lyndon B. Johnson? .
Richard M. Nixon!0 ..
Gerald R. Ford'! . ...
Jimmy Carter ..
Ronald Reagan .
George Bush ......
William J. Clinton .
George W. Bush .....
Barack H. Obama ...

State

Virginia ...............
Massachusetts .
Virginia ......
Virginia .
Virginia ..
Massachusetts .
Tennessee .. ..
New York
Ohio ..... ..
Virginia ...............
Tennessee .............
Louisiana .
New York ......
New Hampshire .
Pennsylvania . . ..
Hlinois .......
Tenness
Illinois . ..
Ohio ..

New Jersey ............
Ohi .
Massachusetts .
California ..
New York ..
Missouri
Pennsylvania . .
Massachusetts .
Texas ........
New York .
Michigan .
Georgia .
California

Term
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'Died in office, April 4, 1841, and was succeeded by Vice President Tyler.
2Died in office, July 9, 1850, and was succeeded by Vice President Fillmore.
3Assassinated April 14, 1865, and was succeeded by Vice President Johnson, April 15, 1865.
4Died September 19, 1881, from wounds by assassin, and was succeeded by Vice President Arthur.
SDied September 14, 1901, from wounds by assassin, and was succeeded by Vice President Roosevelt.
Died in office, August 2, 1923, and was succeeded by Vice President Coolidge.
"Died in office, April 12, 1945, and was succeeded by Vice President Truman.

8 Assassinated November 22, 1963, and was succeeded by Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson.
9Acceded to the Presidency November 22, 1963; elected President on November 3, 1964.

10Elected November 5, 1968, reelected November 7, 1972; resigned on August 9, 1974.

Acceded to the Presidency August 9, 1974.
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Year of
qualification
1789

1797

1801

1805

1813

1817

VICE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES

Name

John Adams ........... .. ... .
Thomas Jefferson .
Aaron Burr .......
George Clinton!
Elbridge Gerry? ...
Daniel D. Tompkin: e
John C. Calhoun® ..............oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinaa,
Martin Van Buren . . .
Richard M. Johnson .
John Tyler*.........
George M. Dallas .
Millard Fillmore® ... ..
William R. King! ... ... .
John C. Breckinridge ................. ... .. ... L
Hannibal Hamlin . . ...

Andrew Johnson® .
Schuyler Colfax . ..
Henry Wilson' ..
William A. Wheeler
Chester A. Arthur’ ... ..
Thomas A. Hendricks!
Levi P. Morton ........
Adlai E. Stevenson .
Garret A. Hobart! . ...
Theodore Roosevelt® ...
Charles W. Fairbanks ..
James S. Sherman' ... .o
Thomas R. Marshall ............................ ... ... ...
Calvin Coolidge® . ...
Charles G. Dawes .
Charles Curtis .. .. ..
John NoGarner ... ... i
Henry A. Wallace .......... ...
Harry S. Truman!® .
Alben W. Barkley ..
Richard M. Nixon .. ..
Lyndon B. Johnson!!
Hubert H. Humphrey ...
Spiro T. Agnew! .
Gerald R. Ford3 ... ...
Nelson A. Rockefeller'* ..
Walter F. Mondale ...................... ... . ... ...
George Bush ........ ... ... i
Dan Quayle .... . ..
Albert A. Gore . . ..
Richard B. Cheney .. ..
Joseph R. Biden, Jr. ........ ... ... i

State

Massachusetts
Virginia

New York
New York
Massachusetts
New York
South Carolina
New York
Kentucky
Virginia
Pennsylvania
New York
Alabama
Kentucky
Maine
Tennessee
Indiana
Massachusetts
New York
New York
Indiana

New York
Illinois

New Jersey
New York
Indiana

New York
Indiana
Massachusetts
Illinios
Kansas

Texas

Towa
Missouri
Kentucky
California
Texas
Minnesota
Maryland
Michigan
New York
Minnesota
Texas

Indiana
Tennessee
Wyoming
Pennsylvania

IDied in office.

2Died in office, Nov. 23, 1814.

3Resigned December 28, 1832, to become U.S. Senator.

4Became President by death of Harrison.

SBecame President by death of Taylor.

%Became President by death of Lincoln.

7Became President by death of Garfield.

8Became President by death of McKinley.

9Became President by death of Harding.

10Became President by death of Roosevelt.

'Became President by death of John F. Kennedy, November 22, 1963.

12Elected November 5, 1968; reelected November 7, 1972; resigned October 10, 1973.

3First Vice President nominated by the President and confirmed by the Congress pursuant to the 25th amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States; took oath of office on December 6, 1973; succeeded to the Presi-
dency on August 9, 1974 upon resignation of Richard M. Nixon.

4Nominated to be Vice President by President Ford on August 20, 1974; confirmed by the Senate on Decem-
ber 10, 1974; confirmed by the House and took oath of office on December 19, 1974.
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UNITED STATES SENATORS FROM CONNECTICUT SINCE 1789

(Abbreviations for political parties denote the following: A, American; D, Democrat; F, Federalist; FS, Free
Soil; ID, Independent Democrat; NR, National Republican; O, No record; R, Republican; R*, Jeffersonian Repub-
lican; VBD, Van Buren Democrat; W, Whig.)

Name Town and Party** Term of Service
Oliver BlIsworth ...t Windsor, F 1789-96
William Samuel Johnson ........................ Stratford, O 1789-91
Roger Sherman! .....................oiii.. New Haven, O 1791-93
Stephen Mix Mitchell ........................... Wethersfield, F 1793-95
Jonathan Trumbull ........... ... Lebanon, F 1795-96
Uriah Tracy? ........ooviiiiiiiiiiiieeaaanns Litchfield, F 1796-1807
James Hillhouse ............... ... ... ........... New Haven, F 1796-1810
Chauncey Goodrich ............... ... .. Hartford, F 1807-13
Samuel W.Dana .............oooiiiiiiii.. Middletown, F 1810-21
David Daggett ... New Haven, F 1813-19
James Lanman ................... ... ... ... Norwich, D 1819-25
Elijah Boardman® .....................ocooia. New Milford, D 1821-23
Henry W. Edwards .......................oooo. New Haven, D 1823-27
Calvin Willey ..., Tolland, D 1825-31
Samuel A. Foot ........... ..ot Cheshire, W 1827-33
Gideon Tomlinson ...............coovininenn.... Fairfield, R 1831-37
Nathan Smith® ... New Haven, W 1833-35
John ML Niles .......viuiiiiiiiii i Hartford, D 1835-39, 43-49
Perry Smith ........ ... New Milford, D 1837-43
Thaddeus Betts® ............ooiuiiiiinei... Norwalk, W 1839-40
Jabez W. Huntington ...................coooou.. Norwich, W 1840-47
Roger S. Baldwin ...l New Haven, W 1847-51
Truman Smith .................................. Litchfield, W 1849-54
Isaac Toucey .............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiin, Hartford, D 1852-57
Francis Gillett ..., Hartford, W 1854-55
LaFayette S. Foster ..................coooiiiin. Norwich, R 1855-67
James Dixon ................ il Hartford, R 1857-69
Orris S. Ferry® Norwalk, R 1867-75
William A. Buckingham” ....................... Norwich, R 1869-75
James E. English .......... ... New Haven, D 1875-76
William W. Eaton .............................. Hartford, D 1875-81
William H. Barnum ......................oo.... Salisbury, D 1876-79
Orville H. Platt® ............ooiiiiii.., Meriden, R 1879-1905
Joseph R. Hawley ....................oo... Hartford, R 1881-1905
Morgan G. Bulkeley .................cooooiiin Hartford, R 1905-11
Frank B. Brandegee® ................cooviiinnn. New London, R 1905-24
George P. McLean .................coooiiiin, Simsbury, R 1911-29
Hiram Bingham!© . .............................. New Haven, R 1924-33

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

! Died in Office, July 23, 1793.

2 Died in Office, July 19, 1807.

3 Died in Office, October 8, 1823.

4 Died in Office, December 6, 1835.

5 Died in Office, April 7, 1840.

6 Died in Office, November 21, 1875.

7 Died in Office, February 5, 1875.

8 Died in Office, April 21, 1905.

9 Died in Office, October 14, 1924.

10 State election was held November 6, 1924. Hiram Bingham was elected Governor. On December 16th, he
was elected U.S. Senator at a special election; he accepted the office after being inaugurated Governor, and resigned
the Governorship.
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Name Town and Party** Term of Service
Frederic C. Walcott ...........coiiniiienn.... Norfolk, R 1929-35
Augustine Lonergan ..................ooii.. Hartford, D 1933-39
Francis T. Maloney!! ........................... Meriden, D 1935-45
John A. Danaher ............................... Portland, R 1939-45
Brien McMahon!2 . Norwalk, D 1945-52
Thomas C. Hart!3 ... ... . Sharon, R 1945-46
Raymond E. Baldwin!4 . Stratford, R 1946-49
William Benton! ......... ... ... .. ... ... ...... Fairfield, D 1949-53
William A. Purtell'® ............................ West Hartford, R 1952-59
Prescott Bush!7 ... Greenwich, R 1952-63
Thomas J. Dodd .......................oial. ‘West Hartford, D 1959-71
Abraham A. Ribicoff .. Hartford, D 1963-81
Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. . Greenwich, R 1971-88
Christopher J. Dodd ... . East Haddam, D 1981-2011
Joseph I. Lieberman!® . .......................... New Haven, ID 1989-2013
Richard Blumenthal ............................. Greenwich, D 2011-
Christopher S. Murphy .................... ... ... Cheshire, D 2013-

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

! Died in Office, January 16, 1945, and was succeeded in office by Thomas C. Hart.

12 Died in Office, July 28, 1952.

13 Appointed February 8, 1945, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Francis T. Maloney. Resigned November
5, 1946.

14 Elected November 5, 1946, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Thomas C. Hart and for the full
term beginning January 3, 1947. Resigned to accept appointment as an Associate Justice of the Connecticut Supreme
Court of Errors December 17, 1949.

15 Appointed December 17, 1949 and elected November 7, 1950, to fill vacancy caused by the resignation of
Raymond E. Baldwin.

16 Appointed August 29, 1952, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Brien McMahon, served until November
4, 1952. Elected for full term beginning January 3, 1953.

17 Elected November 4, 1952, to fill the unexpired term of Brien McMahon.

18 In 2007, Senator Lieberman changed his party affiliation from Democrat (D) to Independent Democrat (ID).



REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS FROM CONNECTICUT
SINCE 1789

Prior to 1837 the Representatives from this state were elected by the people at large. The number at first, under
the Constitution, was five and by later apportionments was changed in 1793 to seven, in 1823 to six, and in 1843
to four. From 1837 to 1843 they were elected one from each of the six districts into which the state was divided
by an act of the General Assembly; from 1843 to 1911 they were elected, one from each of the four districts
established by the General Assembly of 1842, as follows: District number one, consisting of the counties of Hartford
and Tolland; district number two, the counties of New Haven and Middlesex; district number three, the counties
of New London and Windham; district number four, the counties of Fairfield and Litchfield. A fifth representative,
to which the state was entitled under the census of 1900, was chosen at large. At the session of 1911 the state was
divided into five districts as follows: District No. 1, County of Hartford; District No. 2, Counties of Tolland,
Windham, New London and Middlesex; District No. 3, Towns of Bethany, Branford, Cheshire, East Haven, Guil-
ford, Hamden, Madison, Meriden, Milford, New Haven, North Branford, North Haven, Orange, Wallingford, West
Haven and Woodbridge in County of New Haven; District No. 4, County of Fairfield; District No. 5, County of
Litchfield and the Towns of Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Derby, Middlebury, Naugatuck, Oxford, Prospect, Seymour,
Southbury, Waterbury and Wolcott in the County of New Haven. The 1921 session of the General Assembly
enacted a law creating the office of Congressman-at-Large if a reapportionment stemming from the 1920 census
gave Connecticut a sixth congressional seat. However, Congress did not reapportion until after the 1930 census
and, at this time, the state received the sixth post of Congressman-at-Large. A 1931 act of the General Assembly
stated this representative was to be “designated as ‘Representative-at-Large.”” The State was divided into six districts
by act of the General Assembly in Special Session, April 1964, abolishing the post of Representative-at-Large. As
a result of the 2000 census, the number of congressional districts in Connecticut was reduced from six to five. The
composition of the five districts was established by the Plan of Districting approved by the Reapportionment
Commission pursuant to the Connecticut Constitution and filed in the Office of the Secretary of the State on
December 21, 2001. As a result of the 2010 census, the number of congressional districts in Connecticut remained
at five. The composition of the five districts was established by the Plan of Districting adopted by the Connecticut
Supreme Court and filed in the Office of the Secretary of the State on February 10, 2012.

In instances where no districts are given, the elections were at large.

Dis-  Con- Term of

Name Town and Party**  trict  gress Service
Allen, John ... Litchfield, F 5 1797-99
Arnold, Samuel ................ ... Haddam, D 2 35 1857-59
Austin, AlbertE. .............. ..o Old Greenwich, R 4 76 1939-41
Bakewell, Charles M. ....................... New Haven, R 73 1933-35
Baldwin, John ........... ... ... ..o Windham, W 19,20 1825-29
Baldwin, Simeon .................ooiiin. New Haven, F 8 1803-05
Ball, Thomas R. ... Old Lyme, R 2 76 1939-41
Barber, Noyes ..............coooiiiiiian Groton, D 17-23 1821-35
Barnum, William H. ......................... Salisbury, D 4 40-44 1867-77
Belcher, Nathan ............................. New London, D 3 33 1853-55
Bishop, Wm. D. ... Bridgeport, D 4 35 1857-59
Boardman, Wm. W. ......................... New Haven, W 2 27 1841-43
Booth, Walter ............................... Meriden, FS 2 31 1849-51
Bowles, Chester ...........cooviiiiienannn... Essex, D 2 86 1959-61
Brace, Jonathan ................ ... Hartford, F 5,6 1798-1801
Brandegee, Augustus ...l New London, R 3 3839 1863-67
Brandegee, Frank B.! ....................... New London, R 3  57-59 1902-05
Brockway, John H. ............. ... Ellington, W 6 26,27 1839-43
Buck, John R. ... ... ... ... ... Hartford, R 1 47-49 1881-83

1885-87
Burnham, Alfred A. ................... ... Windham, R 3 36,37 1859-63
Burrows, Daniel ............................ Groton, D 17 1821-23
Butler, Thomas B. .......................... Norwalk, W 4 31 1849-51
Catlin, George S. ...t Windham, D 3 28 1843-45

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.
IElected to fill vacancy to March 4, 1903, and for the 58th and 59th sessions of Congress. Resigned in 1905 to
become U.S. Senator, to fill vacancy caused by death of Senator Orville H. Platt.

(75)



76 REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS FROM CONNECTICUT SINCE 1789

Name Town and Party**
Chapman, Charles ..................coooent Hartford, W
Champion, Epaphroditus .................... East Haddam, F
Citron, William M. .......................... Middletown, D
Clark, Ezra, Jr. ........... .. ............... Hartford, R
Cleveland, Chauncey F. ..................... Hampton, D
Coit, Joshua ... New London, F
Compton, Ranulf ............................ Madison, R
Cotter, William R.2 . ......................... Hartford, D
Courtney, Joe .......ovuiuiiiiiiiiiiiia Vernon, D
Cretella, Albert W. ... North Haven, R
Daddario, Emilio Q. .............. . ... ... .. Hartford, D
Dana, Samuel W. ........................... Middletown, F
Davenport, James .................ooie Stamford, O
Davenport, John ... Stamford, F
Dean, Sidney ................ooiiil Thompson, R
DeForest, Robert E. ......................... Bridgeport, D
DeLauro, Rosa ...................cooiiiat. New Haven, D
Deming, Henry C. .......................... Hartford, R
DeNardis, Lawrence J. .................. ... Hamden, R
Dixon, James ............. ... ... Hartford, W
Dodd, Christopher J. .............c.ooii.. Norwich, D
Dodd, Thomas J. ... West Hartford, D
Donovan, Jeremiah ................. .. ... Norwalk, D
Downs, LeRoy D. ...t So. Norwalk, D
Dwight, Theodore ................covuiinn.. Hartford, F
Eaton, William W. ....................o..... Hartford, D
Edmond, William ........................... Newtown, F
Edwards, Henry W. ............ ... New Haven, D
Ellsworth, Wm. W.3 ... .................. Hartford, W
English, James E. ........................ . New Haven, D
Esty, Elizabeth .............. ... Cheshire, D
Fenn, E.Hart ............................... Wethersfield, R
Ferry, Orris S. ..o Norwalk, R
Fitzgerald, William J. ....................... Norwich, D
Foot, Samuel A. ............................ Cheshire, W
Foote, Ellsworth B. ......................... No. Branford, R
Franks, Gary A. ... Waterbury, R
Freeman, Richard P. ......................... New London, R
French, Carlos .............................. Seymour, D
Geelan, James P. ............................ New Haven, D
Gejdenson, Sam ... Bozrah, D
Giaimo, Robert N. .......................... North Haven, D
Gilbert, Sylvester ..................c.coooat Hebron, O
Glynn, James P. ... Winsted, R
Goddard, Calvin ... Plainfield, F
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32
10-14
74,75
34,35
31,32
3-5
78
92-97
110-
83-85
86-91
4-11
4,5
6-14
34,35
52,53
102-
38,39
97
29,30
94-96
83,84
63
71
9
48
5,6
16,17
21-23
37,38
113
67-71
36
75-77

16,18,
23

80
102-104
64-72
50
79
97-106
86-96
15
64-67
69-71
7.8

[

Term of
Service
1851-53
1807-17
1935-39
1855-59
1849-53
1793-98
1943-45
1971-81
2007-
1953-59
1959-71
1796-1810
1796-97
1799-1817
1855-59
1891-95
1991-
1863-67
1981-83
1845-49
1975-81
1953-57
1913-15
1941-43
1806-07
1883-85
1797-1801
1819-23
1829-33
1861-65
2013-
1921-31
1859-61
1937-39
1941-43

1819-21
1823-25
1833-35
1947-49
1991-97
1915-33
1887-89
1945-47
1981-2001
1959-81
1818-19
1915-23
1925-31
1801-05

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.
2Died during term, September 8, 1981.
3Resigned 1833.



REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS FROM CONNECTICUT SINCE 1789

Name Town and Party**
Goodrich, Chauncey ..................c.o... Hartford, F
Goodrich, Elizur ... New Haven, F
Goss, Edward W. ... Waterbury, R
Grabowski, Bernard F. ...................... Bristol, D
Granger, Miles T. ... North Canaan, D
Grasso, EllaT. ....................ooii.t Windsor Locks, D
Griswold, Roger ............... ..ol Lyme, F

Haley, Elisha ............... ..ot Groton, D
Hawley, Joseph R. ....... ... Hartford, R
Henry, E. Stevens ....................ooo.t Vernon, R
Higgins, Edwin W4 ... Norwich, R
Higgins, William L. ...................... .. So. Coventry, R
Hill, Ebenezer J.5 ........................... Norwalk, R
Hillhouse, James ...............ccoiuinin... New Haven, F
Himes, Jim ......... ... i, Greenwich, D
Holmes, Uriel ....................oooiin.. Litchfield, F
Holt, Orrin ... Willington, D
Hotchkiss, Julius .................cooiin.. Middletown, R
Hubbard, John H. ........................... Litchfield, R
Hubbard, Richard D. .................... ... Hartford, D
Hubbard, Samuel D. ........................ Middletown, W
Huntington, Benjamin ....................... Norwich, O
Huntington, Ebenezer ....................... Norwich, W
Huntington, Jabez W. ....................... Litchfield, W
Ingersoll, Colin M. ............oooiiiiinn.. New Haven, D
Ingersoll, Ralph I ... New Haven, D
Ingham, Samuel ............. ... Saybrook, D
Irwin, Donald J. ............................. Norwalk, D
Jackson, Ebenezer, Jr4 ..... ... ... Middletown, W
Johnson, Nancy L. .......................... New Britain, R
Johnson, Nancy L.15 ........................ New Britain, R
Judson, Andrew T. ................coiin... Canterbury, D
Kellogg, Stephen W. ........................ Waterbury, R
Kennedy, William ........................... Naugatuck, D
Kennelly, Barbara B.0 ....................... Hartford, D
Kopplemann, Herman P. .................... Hartford, D
Kowalski, Frank, Jr. ......................... Meriden, D
Landers, George M. ..........cooiiiiiinnn. New Britain, D
Larson, John B. ... East Hartford, D
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4-6
6
71-73
88,89

50
92-93
4-8
24,25
43,46

54-62
59-62
73,74
54-62,
64,65
2-5
100-
15
25
40
38,39
40
29,30
1
11,15

21-23
32,33
19-22
24,25
86,
89-90
24
98-107
108-109
24
41-43
63
97-105
73-75,
77,79

86,87
44,45
106-

[

[

[

|

Term of
Service
1795-1801
1799-1801
1930-35
1963-65
1965-67
1887-89
1971-75
1795-1805
1835-39
1873-75
1879-81
1895-1913
1905-13
1933-37
1895-1913
1915-17
1791-96
2009-
1817-18
1837-39
1867-69
1863-67
1867-69
1845-49
1789-91
1810-11
1817-19
1829-35
1851-55
1825-33
1835-39
1959-61
1965-69
1834-35
1983-2003
2003-2007
1835-37
1869-75
1913-15
1982-99
1933-39
1941-43
1945-47
1959-63
1875-79
1999-

77

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.
4Elected to fill vacancy.
SDied during term.

OElected January 12, 1982, to fill the vacancy created by the death of William R. Cotter. Took oath of office

on January 25, 1982.

I5Following the 2001 redistricting, the number of Congressional Districts was reduced from six to five and

Nancy Johnson was elected to the reconfigured fifth district.
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Name Town and Party**
Law, Lyman ... New London, F
Learned, Amasa .....................oooal New London, O
Lilley, George L. ...t Waterbury, R

Lodge, John Davis
Lonergan, Augustine

.......................... Westport, R
........................ Hartford, D

Loomis, Dwight ...t Hartford, R
Luce, Clare Boothe ......................... Greenwich, R
Maciora, Lucien J. ... New Britain, D
Mahan, Bryan F. ... New London, D
Maloney, Francis T. ...................oooo.. Meriden, D
Maloney, James H. ...................... ... Danbury, D
May, Edwin H., Jr. ... Wethersfield, R

McGuire, John A. .. ..
McKinney, Stewart B.”

..................... Wallingford, D
..................... Fairfield, R

McWilliams, John D. ........................ Norwich, R
Merritt, Schuyler® ........................ ... Stamford, R
Merwin, Orange ..............coeiieuiinan.. New Milford, O
Meskill, Thomas J. ................c.ooiu... New Britain, R
Miles, Frederick .....................oooo.. Salisbury, R
Miller, William J. ........................... Wethersfield, R

Miner, Phineas® ............................. Litchfield, W

Mitchell, Charles L. ......................... New Haven, D
Moffett, Anthony Toby ...................... Farmington, D
Monagan, John S. .......... . ...l Waterbury, D
Monkiewicz, Boleslaus J. .................... New Britain, R
Morano, Albert P. .....................L Greenwich, R
Morrison, Bruce A. ... Hamden, D
Moseley, Jonathan O. ....................... East Haddam, F
Murphy, Christopher S. ...................... Cheshire, D
Oakey, P. Davis ...........cooviiiiiiinn... Hartford, R
Osborne, Thomas B. ........................ Fairfield, W
O’Sullivan, Patrick B. ....................... Derby, D
Patterson, James T. .......................... Watertown, R
Perkins, Elias ............ ... New London, F
Phelps, Elisha ...l Simsbury, D
Phelps, James ... Essex, D
Phelps, Lancelot ............................ Colebrook, D
Phillips, Alfred N., Jr. ... Stamford, D
Pigott, James P. ......... ... .ol New Haven, D
Pitkin, Timothy ................... ..., Farmington, F
Plant, David ......... ... Stratford, NR

Dis-
trict

w (S NN ) Lo BN R W= W o=

[V RV N

[SSRR SV N S )

Con-
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12-14
2,3
58-60
80,81

105-107

24
48,49
94-97
86-92
76,78

82-85
98-101
9-16
110-112
64
26,27
68
80-85
7
16,
19,20
44-47
24,25
75
53
9-15
20

REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS FROM CONNECTICUT SINCE 1789

Term of
Service
1811-17
1791-95
1903-09
1947-51
1913-15
1917-21
1931-33
1859-63
1943-47
1941-43
1913-15
1933-35
1997-2003
1957-59
1949-53
1971-87
1943-45
1917-31
1933-37
1825-29
1967-71
1879-83
1889-91

1939-41
1943-45
1947-49
1834-35
1883-87
1975-83
1959-73

[ 1939-41
1943-45
1951-59
1983-91
1805-21
2007-2013
1915-17
1839-43
1923-25
1947-59
1801-03
1819-21
1825-29
1875-83
1835-39
1937-39
1893-95
1805-19
1827-29

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.
"Died during term, May 7, 1987.
8Elected to fill vacancy.



REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS FROM CONNECTICUT SINCE 1789

Name Town and Party**
Pratt, James T. ............ .. ...l Rocky Hill, D
Ratchford, William R. ....................... Danbury, D
Reilly, Thomas L. .....................o.o... Meriden, D
Ribicoff, Abraham A. ....................... Hartford, D
Rockwell, John A. .......................... Norwich, W
Rowland, John G. ....................... ... Waterbury, R
Russ,John .................................. Hartford, D
Russell, Chas. A9 ... ... .. Killingly, R
Ryter, Joseph F. ... Hartford, D
Sadlak, Antoni N. ... Rockville, R
Sarasin, Ronald A. .................... ... Beacon Falls, R
St. Onge, William L.10 ...................... Putnam, D
Seely-Brown, Horace, Jr. .................... Pomfret, R
Seymour, Edward W. .......... ... Bridgeport, D
Seymour, Origen S. ......................... Litchfield, D
Seymour, Thomas H. ........................ Hartford, D
Shanley, James A. ............. .ol New Haven, D
Shays, Christopher!! ........................ Stamford, R
Sherman, Roger ...............oooiiiiiinn New Haven, O
Sherwood, Sam’I B. ............ ... Fairfield, F
Sibal, Abner W. ........... ... ...l Norwalk, R
Simmons, Robert R. ......................... Stonington, R
Simonds, Wm. E. ........................... Canton, R
Simons, Samuel ......... ... Bridgeport, D
Smith, John Cotton .......................... Sharon, F
Smith, J. Joseph ... Waterbury, D
Smith, Nathaniel ............................ Woodbury, F
Smith, Truman ..................ccooinin... Litchfield, W
Sperry, Lewis ... So. Windsor, D
Sperry, Nehemiah D. ........................ New Haven, R
Starkweather, Henry H. ................... ... New London, R
Steele, Robert H12 ......................... Vernon, R
Sterling, Ansel ...l Sharon, O
Stevens, James ... Stamford, D
Stewart, John ................ ... Chatham, D
Stoddard, Ebenezer .......................... Woodstock, O
Storrs, William L. ........................... Middletown, W
Strong, Julius L. ... Hartford, R
Sturges, Jonathan .............. .. ... Fairfield, F
Sturgis, Lewis B. ... Fairfield, F
Swift, Zephaniah ................. .. ... Windham, F

Dis-
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gress
33
96-98
62,63
81,82
29,30
99-101
16,17
50-57
79
80-85
93-95
88-91
80,
82-85,
87
48,49
32,33
28
74-717
100-
1
15
87,88
107-109
51
28
6-9
74-77
4,5
26,27,
29,30
52,53
54-61
40-44
91-93
17,18
16
28
17,18
21,22,
26
41,42
1,2
9-14
3.4

[

Term of
Service
1853-55
1979-85
1911-15
1949-53
1845-49
1985-91
1819-23
1887-1902
1945-47
1947-59
1973-79
1963-70
1947-49
1951-59
1961-63
1883-87
1851-55
1843-45
1935-43
1987-2008
1789-91
1817-19
1961-65
2001-2007
1889-91
1843-45
1800-06
1935-43
1795-99
1839-43
1845-49
1891-95
1895-1911
1867-77
1970-75
1821-25
1819-21
1843-45
1821-25
1829-33
1839-41
1869-73
1789-93
1805-17
1793-97

79

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.
Died during term.
19Died during term, May 1, 1970.

lElected August 18, 1987, to fill vacancy caused by the death of Stewart B. McKinney. Took office on Sept.

9, 1987.

2Elected November 3, 1970, to fill the vacancy caused by death of William L. St. Onge and for the full term

beginning January 3, 1971.
dDistrict changed from Second to Third.



80 REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS FROM CONNECTICUT SINCE 1789

Name Town and Party**
Talbot, Joseph E. .............. ... Naugatuck, R
Talmadge, Benjamin ........................ Litchfield, F
Terry, Nathaniel ............................ Hartford, O
Tierney, William L. ......................... Greenwich, D
Tilson, John Q. ......... ... .. ..., New Haven, R
Tomlinson, Gideon .......................... Fairfield, R
Toucey, Isaac ...t Hartford, D
Tracy, Uriah ...t Litchfield, F
Trumbull, Jonathan .......................... Lebanon, F
Trumbull, Joseph!3 .......................... Hartford, W
Tweedy, Samuel ............................ Danbury, W
Vance, RobertJ. ............. ... ... New Britain, D
Wadsworth, Jeremiah ....................... Hartford, F
Wait, John T. ........... .. ... ... Norwich, R
Waldo, Loren P. ............................ Tolland, D
Warner, Levi ... Norwalk, D
Warner, Samuel L. ............... ... Middletown, R
Weicker, Lowell P, Jr. ...t Greenwich, R
Welch, William W. ......................... Norfolk, A
Whitman, Lemuel ........................... Farmington, D
Whittlesey, Thos. T. .........ooooviiiiinia. Danbury, VBD
Wildman, Zalmon'4 ......................... Danbury, D
Wilcox, Washington F. ...................... Saybrook, D
Williams, Thomas S. ........................ Hartford, O
Williams, Thomas W. ....................... New London, W
Woodhouse, Chase Going ................... New London, D
Woodruff, George C. ..........ocoviiiiinnn. Litchfield, D
Woodruff, John ... New Haven, A
Young, Ebenezer ......................o..l Killingly, F

Dis-
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77-79
7-14
15
72
61,62,
64-72
16-19
24,25
3.4
1-3
24-27
23
50
1-3
45-49
31
45
39
91,92
34
18
25
24
51,52
15
26,27
79,81

37
34,36

21-23

[

Term of
Service
1942-47
1801-17
1817-19
1931-33
1909-13
1915-33
1819-27
1835-39
1793-96
1789-95
1834-43
1833-35
1887-89
1789-95
1877-87
1849-51
1877-79
1865-67
1969-71
1855-57
1823-25
1837-39
1835
1889-93
1817-19
1839-43
1945-47
1949-51
1861-63
1855-57
1859-61
1829-35

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.
13Elected for unexpired portion of term in 1834.
14Died at Washington, December 10, 1835.



GOVERNORS OF CONNECTICUT

The supreme executive power of the state is vested by the Constitution in the Governor. The Governor has the
power to administer oaths, sign writs, issue processes, and to see that the laws of the state are faithfully executed.
In case of emergency, the Governor may convene the General Assembly in special session. The Governor is
commander-in-chief of the militia of the state and has jurisdiction in the matter of requisitions from other states for
criminals. The Governor has power to veto any bills passed by the General Assembly, but the veto may be overridden
by at least a two-thirds majority vote of each house upon reconsideration. Any bill that is neither signed nor vetoed
within five days after being presented to the Governor (Sundays and legal holidays excepted) during the session of
the General Assembly becomes a law, in like manner as if signed. After adjournment of the General Assembly, the
Governor is allowed fifteen calendar days after bills have been presented in which to act. In each odd-numbered
year, the Governor must also present a biennial budget for the state to the General Assembly and has control over
the quarterly allotments granted after the budget has been acted on by the General Assembly. The Governor must
from time to time give to the General Assembly information concerning the state and recommend such measures
as deemed expedient. The Governor may adjourn the General Assembly in case of disagreement between the two
houses, respecting the time of adjournment to such time as the Governor thinks proper, but not beyond the day of
the next stated session.

The Governor nominates to the General Assembly the Judges of the Supreme, Appellate, and the Superior Courts
and the Chief Court Administrator; and appoints the members of several boards and commissions, at times with the
consent of either House of the General Assembly, and appoints, with the advice and consent of either House of the
General Assembly, the Commissioner of the Department of Administrative Services, the Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Aging, the Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture, the Commissioner of the Department of Banking,
the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families, the Commissioner of the Department of Consumer
Protection, the Commissioner of the Department of Correction, the Commissioner of the Department of Developmental
Services, the Commissioner of the Department of Economic and Community Development, the Commissioner of
Education, the Commissioner of the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, the Commissioner of
the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, the Commissioner of the Department of Housing, the Com-
missioner of the Department of Insurance, the Commissioner of the Department of Labor, the Commissioner of the
Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles, the
Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Health, the Com-
missioner of the Department of Rehabilitative Services, the Commissioner of the Department of Revenue Services, the
Commissioner of the Department of Social Services, the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation, the
Commissioner of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, the Commissioner of the Office of Early Childhood Education,
the Claims Commissioner, the Consumer Counsel, the Executive Administrator of the Office of Governmental Ac-
countability, the Healthcare Advocate, the Executive Director of the Office of Military Affairs, the Executive Director
of the Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities, the Executive Director of the State Contracting
Standards Board, the Child Advocate, and the Victim Advocate. The Governor also appoints, with the consent of both
houses, members of the State Board of Education, the New England Board of Higher Education, members of the Public
Utilities Regulatory Authority within the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, and other boards and
commissions. The Governor also appoints, with advice and consent of either House of the General Assembly, the Board
of Trustees of the University of Connecticut. The Governor is an ex officio member of the Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station, State Bond Commission, Finance Advisory Committee, Commission on Intergovernmental Rela-
tions, Board of Trustees of the University of Connecticut, and the Corporation of Yale University.

The Governor presided over the General Assembly before it was divided into two houses in 1698; from that date
until the adoption of the Constitution of 1818, the Governor presided in the council or upper house, with a casting
vote, but no veto power. At the present time, the Lieutenant Governor presides over the Senate.

The Governor holds office for four years and receives an annual salary of $150,000. The Governor’s Residence

is located at 990 Prospect Avenue, Hartford 06105.
Abbreviations for political parties denote the following: A, American; ACP, A Connecticut Party; AD, American
Democrat; AR, American Republican; D, Democrat; F, Federalist; FSA, Free Soil American; NR, National Re-
publican; O, No record; R, Republican; R*, Jeffersonian Republican; U, Union; W, Whig. Prior to 1660, state law
prohibited governors from serving successive terms.

Governor Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
John Haynes .............. Hartford, O 1639, 41, 43, 45, 8 yrs.
47,49, 51, 53
Edward Hopkins . .......... Hartford, O 1640, 44, 46, 48, 7 yrs.
50, 52, 54
George Wyllys ............ Hartford, O 1642 1yr.
Thomas Welles . . . e Hartford, O 1655, 58 2 yrs.
John Webster ............. Hartford, O 1656 1 yr.
John Winthrop ............ New London, O 1657, 59-76 18 yrs.
William Leete . ............ Guilford, O 1676-83 7 yrs.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

(1Y)



82 GOVERNORS OF CONNECTICUT

Governor Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service

Robert Treat! ... ... Milford, O 1683-98 15 yrs.
Fitz-John Winthrop ........ New London, O 1698-1707 9 yrs. 6 m.
Gurdon Saltonstall ......... New London, O 1708-24 17 yrs. 4 m.
Joseph Talcott? . ........... Hartford, O 1724-41 16 yrs. 5 m.
Jonathan Law3 . .. Milford, O 1741-50 9yrs. I m.
Roger Wolcott . .. Windsor, O 1750-54 3 yrs. 6 m.
Thomas Fitch .. .. e Norwalk, O 1754-66 12 yrs.
William Pitkin* ........... Hartford, O 1766-69 3 yrs. 5m.
Jonathan Trumbull ......... Lebanon, O 1769-84 14 yrs. 7 m.
Matthew Griswold e Lyme, F 1784-86 2 yrs.
Samuel Huntington’ . . ... ... Norwich, F 1786-96 9 yrs. 8§ m.
Oliver Wolcott® ........... Litchfield, F 1796-97 1yr. 11 m.
Jonathan Trumbull, 2nd’ .. .. Lebanon, F 1797-1809 11 yrs. 8 m.
John Treadwell ............ Farmington, F 1809-11 1yr.9m.
Roger Griswold® . e Lyme, F 1811-12 1yr.5m.
John Cotton Smith ......... Sharon, F 1812-17 4 yrs. 7 m.
Oliver Wolcott, Jr. ......... Litchfield, R* 1817-27 10 yrs.
Gideon Tomlinson® . Fairfield, R* 1827-31 4 yrs.
John S. Peters Hebron, NR 1831-33 2 yrs.
Henry W. Edwards e New Haven, D 1833-34 1yr.
Samuel A. Foot ........... Cheshire, W 1834-35 1yr.
Henry W. Edwards . ........ New Haven, D 1835-38 3 yrs.
Wm. W. Ellsworth Hartford, W 1838-42 4 yrs.
Chauncey F. Cleveland Hampton, D 1842-44 2 yrs.
Roger S. Baldwin . . . .. New Haven, W 1844-46 2 yrs.
Isaac Toucey ............. Hartford, D 1846-47 1yr.
Clark Bissell .............. Norwalk, W 1847-49 2 yrs.
Joseph Trumbull . .......... Hartford, W 1849-50 1yr.
Thomas H. Seymour ....... Hartford, D 1850-53 3yrs. I m.
Charles H. Pond!0 .. .. Milford, D 1853-54 11 m.
Henry Dutton ............. New Haven, W 1854-55 1yr.
William T. Minor . ......... Stamford, A 1855-57 2 yrs.
Alexander H. Holley ....... Salisbury, AR 1857-58 1yr.

Wm. A. Buckingham ....... Norwich, R 1858-66 8 yrs.
Joseph R. Hawley ..... Hartford, R 1866-67 1yr.
James E. English . New Haven, D 1867-69 2 yrs.
Marshall Jewell .. e Hartford, R 1869-70 2 yrs.
James E. English .......... New Haven, D 1870-71 1yr.
Marshall Jewell ........... Hartford, R 1871-72 2 yrs.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

IGov. Treat’s term includes the period when Sir Edmund Andros served as royal governor with de facto
executive.

2Died in office October 11, 1741. The General Assembly, then being in session, elected Jonathan Law,
Governor.

3Died in office November 6, 1750. At a special session of November 21-22 the General Assembly elected
Roger Wolcott, Governor.

4Died October 1, 1769. At its October 1769 session the General Assembly elected Jonathan Trumbull, Sr.,
Governor.

SDied January 5, 1796. At the regular May 1796 election the freemen failed to give any candidate a majority.
The General Assembly then elected Oliver Wolcott, Governor.

%Died December 1, 1797. At the regular May 1798 election the freemen elected Jonathan Trumbull, Jr.,
Governor.

"Died August 7, 1809. At the regular October 1809 session the General Assembly elected John Treadwell,
Governor.

8Died October 25, 1812. At the regular October 1812 session the General Assembly refused to elect a
Governor. At the regular May 1813 election the freemen elected John Cotton Smith, Governor.

9Resigned to become United States Senator.

10Governor Pond was elected Lieutenant-Governor in April, 1853, and became Governor by resignation of
Governor Seymour on October 13, 1853, when the latter was appointed Minister to Russia.



Governor

Charles R. Ingersoll'! ... ...
Richard D. Hubbard . .......
Charles B. Andrews ........
Hobart B. Bigelow .........
Thomas M. Waller .........
Henry B. Harrison .........
Phineas C. Lounsbury ..
Morgan G. Bulkeley ..
Luzon B. Morris . ..........
O. Vincent Coffin..........
Lorrin A. Cooke ...........
George E. Lounsbury
George P. McLean
Abiram Chamberlain .......
Henry Roberts ............
Rollin S. Woodruff ........
George L. Lilley'? ..
Frank B. Weeks ..
Simeon E. Baldwin . ..
Marcus H. Holcomb . . ......
EverettJ. Lake ............
Chas. A. Templeton ........
Hiram Bingham'3...... ...
John H. Trumbull!4 . ..
Wilbur L. Cross ...........
Raymond E. Baldwin . ......
Robert A. Hurley ..........
Raymond E. Baldwin!5 ... ..
Wilbert Snow!¢
James L. McConaughy
James C. Shannon .. .. ..
Chester Bowles ...........
JohnLodge ...............
Abraham Ribicoff!8 .
John Dempsey!? . .
Thomas J. Meskill R
Ella T. Grasso® ...........
William A. O'Neill2! .......
Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. ......
John G. Rowland® ........
M. Jodi Rell?® .....

Dannel P. Malloy

17

GOVERNORS OF CONNECTICUT

Town and Party**

New Haven, D
Hartford, D
Litchfield, R
New Haven, R
New London, D
New Haven, R
Ridgefield, R
Hartford, R
New Haven, D
Middletown, R
Winsted, R
Ridgefield, R
Simsbury, R
Meriden, R
Hartford, R
New Haven, R
Waterbury, R
Middletown, R
New Haven, D
Southington, R
Hartford, R
Waterbury, R
New Haven, R
Plainville, R
New Haven, D
Stratford, R
Bridgeport, D
Stratford, R
Middletown, D
Cornwall, R
Bridgeport, R
Essex, D
Westport, R
Hartford, D
Putnam, D
New Britain, R
‘Windsor Locks, D
East Hampton, D
Greenwich, ACP
Waterbury, R
Brookfield, R
Stamford, D

Term of Service

1873-77
1877-719
1879-81
1881-83
1883-85
1885-87
1887-89
1889-93
1893-95
1895-97
1897-99
1899-1901
1901-03
1903-05
1905-07
1907-09
1909
1909-11
1911-15
1915-21
1921-23
1923-25
1925
1925-31
1931-39
1939-41
1941-42
1943-46
1946-47
1947-48
1948-49
1949-51
1951-55
1955-61
1961-71
1971-75
1975-80
1980-91
1991-95
1995-2004
2004-11
2011-

3 yrs

83

Years of Service

.9 m.

2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
4 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.

3m.
1yr.

15d.
8§m. 15d.

4 yrs.
6 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.

1d.

6 yrs.
8 yrs.
2 yrs.
2 yrs.

3 yrs.
13 d.

1yr.
9 m.

.11 m. 21 d.

2 m.
29 d.

2 yrs.
4 yrs.

6 yrs.
9 yrs

.16 d.
.11 m. 15d.

4 yrs.

5 yrs
10 yrs.

.11 m. 28 d.
.10 d.

4 yrs.

9 yrs
6 yrs.

.6 m.
.6 m.

1By Constitutional Amendment of 1875, the term for 1876-7 was made to expire January, 1877.
2Died in office, April 21, 1909, and Frank B. Weeks became Governor.

13Resigned January 8, 1925 to become United States Senator.
14Succeeded Hiram Bingham.
I5Resigned December 27, 1946 to become U.S. Senator.

16Became Governor December 27, 1946.
"Djed in office, March 7, 1948 and James C. Shannon became Governor.

I8Resigned January 21, 1961 to become Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare.

19Became Governor January 21, 1961, in succession to Abraham Ribicoff. Elected Governor for a full term
beginning January 9, 1963; reelected November 8, 1966.

20Resigned December 31, 1980 because of ill health.

21Became Governor December 31, 1980, in succession to Ella Grasso. Elected Governor for a full term
beginning January 5, 1983; reelected November 4, 1986.

22Resigned July 1, 2004 at 12:00 Noon.

23Became Governor July 1, 2004 at 12:00 Noon, in succession to John G. Rowland, who resigned. Elected
Governor for a full term beginning January 3, 2007.



DEPUTY OR LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS

Before the Constitution of 1818, Connecticut had a Deputy Governor who presided in council, or the upper house
of the General Assembly, in the absence of the Governor. When the Governor was present, the Deputy Governor
had a voice in council. Until 1818 the Deputy Governor could exercise the office of a justice of the peace throughout
the State, and could sign writs until 1879.

Today, the Lieutenant Governor is President of the State Senate, presides over its deliberations, rules on proce-
dures, and may cast a vote in the event of a tie. The Lieutenant Governor may only enter debate when the State
Senate meets as Committee of the Whole. Under the Constitution, the Lieutenant Governor becomes Governor in
case of the death, resignation, refusal to serve or removal from office of the Governor. If the Governor is impeached
or absent from the state, the Lieutenant Governor “shall exercise the powers and authority and perform the duties
appertaining to the office of Governor until, if the Governor has been impeached, he is acquitted, or if absent, he
has returned.”

The Constitution also provides that the Lieutenant Governor shall exercise the powers and perform the duties of
Governor if the Governor informs the Lieutenant Governor in writing that he is unable to do so, “until the Governor
transmits to the Lieutenant Governor a written declaration to the contrary.”

The Constitution also establishes procedures, under a Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity, whereby the Lieu-
tenant Governor may assume the powers and duties of the Governor in the absence of a written declaration of
incapacity by the Governor until it is determined that the Governor is able to resume the powers and duties of his
office.

The Lieutenant Governor is a member of the Finance Advisory Committee, the Commission on Intergovernmental
Cooperation and the Corporation of Yale University.

The Lieutenant Governor shall have the same qualifications for office as the Governor, is elected for four-year
terms and receives an annual salary of $110,000.

Lieutenant Governor Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
Roger Ludlow ............. Windsor, O 1639, 42, 48 3 yrs.
John Haynes ............... Hartford, O 1640, 44, 46, 50, 5 yrs.

52
George Wyllys ... Hartford, O 1641 1yr.
Edward Hopkins Hartford, O 1643, 45, 47, 49, 6 yrs.

51,53
Thomas Welles ............ Hartford, O 1654, 56, 57, 59 4 yrs.
John Webster .............. Hartford, O 1655 1yr.
John Winthrop ............. New London, O 1658-59 1 yr.
John Mason ... Norwich, O 1660-69 9 yrs.
William Leete .. Guilford, O 1669-76 7 yrs.
Robert Treat ... Milford, O 1676-83 7 yrs.
James Bishop New Haven, O 1683-92 9 yrs.
William Jones New Haven, O 1692-98 6 yrs.
Robert Treat ............... Milford, O 1698-1708 10 yrs.
Nathan Gold ............... Fairfield, O 1708-24 16 yrs.
Joseph Talcott . Hartford, O 1724-25 1 yr.
Jonathan Law .. Milford, O 1725-41 16 yrs. 5 m.
Roger Wolcott . Windsor, O 1741-50 9 yrs. 10 m.
Thomas Fitch Norwalk, O 1750-54 3yrs. 1 m.
William Pitkin Hartford, O 1754-66 12 yrs.
Jonathan Trumbull, Sr. Lebanon, O 1766-69 3 yrs. 5 m.
Matthew Griswold .. Lyme, F 1769-84 15 yrs.
Samuel Huntington .. .. Norwich, O 1784-86 2 yrs.
Oliver Wolcott ............. Litchfield, F 1786-96 9 yrs. 8 m.
Jonathan Trumbull, 2nd .. ... Lebanon, F 1796-97 1yr. 7m.
John Treadwell' ............ Farmington, F 1797-1809 11 yrs. 5 m.
Roger Griswold? ........... Lyme, F 1809-11 1yr.7m.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

'Was appointed Governor by the General Assembly in October, 1809, Governor Trumbull having died August
1809.

2Was appointed by the General Assembly in October, 1809, in place of Lieutenant Governor Treadwell.

>
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DEPUTY OR LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS

Lieutenant Governor Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
John Cotton Smith3 ......... Sharon, F 1811-13 2 yrs.
Chauncey Goodrich® ....... Hartford, F 1813-15 2 yrs. 3 m.
Jonathan Ingersoll> ......... New Haven, R* 1816-23 6 yrs. 8 m.
David Plant ................ Stratford, O 1823-27 4 yrs.
John S. Peters .............. Hebron, NR 1827-31 4 yrs.

No election ................ 1831-32

Thaddeus Betts ............. Norwalk, O 1832-33 1yr.
Ebenezer Stoddard ......... Woodstock, O 1833-34 1yr.
Thaddeus Betts ............. Norwalk, O 1834-35 1yr.
Ebenezer Stoddard ......... Woodstock, O 1835-38 3 yrs.
Charles Hawley ............ Stamford, O 1838-42 4 yrs.
William S. Holabird ........ Winsted, O 1842-44 2 yrs.

Reuben Booth ......... .. Danbury, O 1844-46 2 yrs.
Noyes Billings ... New London, O 1846-47 1yr.
Charles J. McCurdy .. Lyme, O 1847-49 2 yrs.
Thomas Backus ............ Killingly, O 1849-50 1 yr.
Charles H. Pond ............ Milford, D 1850-51 1 yr.
Green Kendrick ............ Waterbury, W 1851-52 1yr.
Charles H. Pond ............ Milford, D 1852-54 2 yrs.
Alexander H. Holley ....... Salisbury, W 1854-55 1yr.
William Field .............. Pomfret, FSA 1855-56 1yr.
Albert Day ................. Hartford, AR 1856-57 1 yr.
Alfred A. Burnham ......... Windham, R 1857-58 1 yr.
Julius Catlin ............... Hartford, R 1858-61 3 yrs.
Benjamin Douglas .......... Middletown, R 1861-62 1yr.
Roger Averill .............. Danbury, U 1862-66 4 yrs.
Oliver F. Winchester ....... New Haven, R 1866-67 1 yr.
Ephraim H. Hyde .......... Stafford, D 1867-69 2 yrs.
Francis Wayland ........... New Haven, R 1869-70 Lyr.
Julius Hotchkiss ............ Middletown, D 1870-71 1yr.
Morris Tyler ... New Haven, R 1871-73 2 yrs.
George G. Sill ............. Hartford, R 1873-77 4 yrs.
Francis B. Loomis .......... New London, D 1877-79 2 yrs.
David Gallup .............. Plainfield, R 1879-81 2 yrs.
William H. Bulkeley ....... Hartford, R 1881-83 2 yrs.
George G. Summer ......... Hartford, D 1883-85 2 yrs.
Lorrin A. Cooke ........... Winsted, R 1885-87 2 yrs.
James L. Howard .......... Hartford, R 1887-89 2 yrs.
Samuel E. Merwin ......... New Haven, R 1889-93 4 yrs.
ErnestCady ................ Hartford, D 1893-95 2 yrs.
Lorrin A. Cooke ........... Winsted, R 1895-97 2 yrs.
James D. Dewell ... . New Haven, R 1897-99 2 yrs.
Lyman A. Mills .... . Middlefield, R 1899-1901 2 yrs.
Edwin O. Keeler ........... Norwalk, R 1901-03 2 yrs.
Henry Roberts ............. Hartford, R 1903-05 2 yrs.
Rollin S. Woodruff ......... New Haven, R 1905-07 2 yrs.
EverettJ. Lake ............. Hartford, R 1907-09 2 yrs.
Frank B. Weeks® ........... Middletown, R 1909 3m. 15d.
Dennis A. Blakeslee ........ New Haven, R 1911-13 2 yrs.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

3Was Acting-Governor from time of Governor Griswold’s death, October 25, 1812, until May, 1813.

4Died August 18, 1815, while in office.

SDied January 12, 1823.

6Governor Weeks was elected Lieutenant Governor and became Governor on the death of Governor Lilley,
taking the oath of office, April 22, 1909.



86 DEPUTY OR LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS

Lieutenant Governor

Lyman T. Tingier ..........
Clifford B. Wilson ..
Charles A. Templeton .
Hiram Bingham .....
John H. Trumbull ...
J. Edwin Brainard’ ..
Ernest E. Rogers ...
Samuel R. Spencer ..
Roy C. Wilcox ......
T. Frank Hayes .....
James L. McConaughy
Odell Shepard ........
William L. Hadden ..
Wilbert Snow? . ...
James C. Shannon® .. .
Robert E. Parsons!'® ........
William T. Carroll ..........
Edward N. Allen ....

Charles W. Jewett
John N. Dempsey!! ........
Anthony J. Armentano!? .. ..
Samuel J. Tedesco!® ........
Fred J. Doocy™ ............
Attilio R. Frassinelli . ..
T. Clark Hulll5 ............
Peter L. Cashman!® . ... .. ..
Robert K. Killian . ... ..
William A. O’'Neill!7 .......
Joseph J. Fauliso!8 .........
Eunice S. Groark .. .. ..
M. Jodi Rell'® ..............
Kevin B. Sullivan?® ........
Michael Fedele
Nancy Wyman

Town and Party**

Vernon, D
Bridgeport, R
Waterbury, R
New Haven, R
Plainville, R
Branford, R
New London, R
Suffield, R
Meriden, R
Waterbury, D
Middletown, R
Hartford, D
West Haven, R
Middletown, D
Bridgeport, R
Farmington, R
Torrington, D
Hartford, R
Lyme, R
Putnam, D
Hartford, D
Bridgeport, D
South Windsor, D
Stafford, D
Danbury, R
Lyme, R
Hartford, D
East Hampton, D
Hartford, D
Hartford, ACP
Brookfield, R
West Hartford, D
Stamford, R
Tolland, D

Term of Service

1913-15
1915-21
1921-23
1923-25
1925
1925-29
1929-31
1931-33
1933-35
1935-39
1939-41
1941-43
1943-45
1945-46
1947-48
1948-49
1949-51
1951-55
1955-59
1959-61
1961-63
1963-66
1966-67
1967-71
1971-73
1973-75
1975-79
1979-80
1980-91
1991-95
1995-2004
2004-2007
2007-2011
2011-

Years of Service

2 yrs.

6 yrs.

2 yrs.

2 yrs.

1d.

4 yrs.

2 yrs.

2 yrs.

2 yrs.

4 yrs.

2 yrs.

2 yrs.

2 yrs.

Lyr. 11 m. 25d.

1yr.2m.

9m.29d.

2 yrs.

4 yrs.

4 yrs.

2 yrs. 16 d.

lyr. Il m. 15d.

3 yrs. 6 d.
11 m. 19d.

4 yrs.

2 yrs. 4 m. 25d.

lyr.7m. 1d.

4 yrs.

1yr. 11 m. 28 d.
10 yrs. 8 d.

4 yrs.

9 yrs. 6 m.
2yrs. 6m. 2d.

4 yrs.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

7Lieutenant Governor Brainard was chosen President Pro Tem of the Senate and succeeded to the office of
Lieutenant Governor, to fill vacancy caused by the resignation of Governor Trumbull, January 8, 1925.

8Became Governor December 27, 1946, when Governor Baldwin resigned to become U.S. Senator.

9Became Governor upon the death of Governor McConaughy. Took oath of office March 8, 1948.

10Became Lieutenant Governor when Lieutenant Governor Shannon became Governor. Term began March 8,

1948.

1Became Governor January 21, 1961 in succession to Abraham Ribicoff who resigned to become Secretary of

Health, Education and Welfare.

12Was chosen president pro tempore of the Senate and succeeded to the office of Lieutenant Governor when
John Dempsey became Governor, January 21, 1961.

13Resigned January 15, 1966 to become Judge of the Superior Court on August 13, 1966.

14Succeeded to the office of Lieutenant Governor by virtue of being President Pro Tempore of the Senate.
Took oath of office on January 17, 1966.

I5Resigned June 1, 1973 to become Judge of the Superior Court.

16Succeeded to the office of Lieutenant Governor by virtue of being President Pro Tempore of the Senate.

Took oath of office on June 7, 1973.

17Became Governor December 31, 1980 in succession to Ella T. Grasso who resigned because of ill health.
18Succeeded to the office of Lieutenant Governor by virtue of being President Pro Tempore of the Senate.
Took oath of office on December 31, 1980.
19Became Governor July 1, 2004 at 12:00 Noon, in succession to John G. Rowland who resigned.
20Succeeded to the office of Lieutenant Governor by virtue of being President Pro Tempore of the Senate.

Took oath of office on July 1, 2004.



SECRETARIES OF THE STATE

The Office of the Secretary of the State was established by the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut adopted in
1639. Edward Hopkins was chosen as the first Secretary. The duties and responsibilities of the office have grown
substantially since that time paralleling the growth of governmental activities in Connecticut. Today, there are more
than two hundred and fifty constitutional and statutory mandates affecting the office. The office consists of four
divisions: Business Services, Information Technology, Legislation, and Elections Administration, Management and
Support Services.

By virtue of the office, the Secretary of the State is the Commissioner of Elections. The office administers all
state constitutional and statutory provisions and federal requirements relating to elections, primaries, nominating
procedures, and the acquisition and exercise of voting rights. The Secretary is responsible for the issuance, receipt,
tabulation, and approval or disapproval of nominating petitions for all elective offices to be filled; lists of nomi-
nations; certificates of party endorsement and of primary eligibility; absentee ballots and sample ballot labels; the
preparation and distribution of absentee voting forms; the sending of written opinions and the answering of telephone
inquiries on questions of election law; the prescribing of the forms, guides, and pamphlets for the admission and
enrollment of electors; the nomination of candidates and the conduct of municipal, state, and federal elections and
primaries in Connecticut. The Secretary of the State conducts conferences for local election officials, the Town
Clerks, and Registrars of Voters. The office trains moderators and certifies their eligibility.

The Secretary of the State is keeper of the Seal of the State and is charged with the custody of a wide range of
public documents and formal records of the State, among the more important of which are the Acts, Resolutions,
and Orders of the General Assembly. The Secretary provides certified copies of official records and affixes the Seal
to all commissions issued by the State. The Secretary calls the Senate to order and administers the official oath on
the first day of the session in the odd-numbered years. The Secretary also approves use of the State Seal and State
Arms in accordance with state law.

Under the provisions of the General Statutes, the Secretary is responsible for the administration of many aspects
of the state’s corporation, limited liability company, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, statutory trust,
and trade and service mark laws, including the approval of all certificates of incorporation, organization, registration,
merger, dissolution, and annual reports; and for providing copies of and information from documents on file to the
public, legal, and business communities, over the telephone, by mail, through in person inspections, and via the
Internet.

The Secretary of the State receives and files documents concerning certain commercial transactions as provided
under Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code.

Notaries Public are appointed at the discretion of the Secretary of the State. The Secretary also publishes the
Connecticut Notary Public Manual.

Other duties of the Secretary include the registration of trading stamp companies; the filing of administrative
regulations of state departments or agencies, the filing of updated compilations of ordinances and special acts of
every city, town, and borough in the state; and the filing of annual schedules and notices of special meetings of all
state departments and commissions of the executive branch.

By law, the Secretary of the State supervises the publication of the Connecticut State Register and Manual, the
Statement of Vote, the Public Acts from Passage, and individual volumes devoted to the Election Laws, Moderator’s
Handbook, Procedure Manual for Counting Absentee Ballots, and Recanvass Manual.

The Office of the Secretary of the State is a revenue-producing agency. These revenues are derived from business
filings and franchise fees, notary public fees, uniform commercial code fees, and from sales of publications and
services.

The Secretary of the State is a member of the State Board of Canvassers.
Election to the Office of Secretary of the State is for a term of four years, at an annual salary of $110,000.

Secretary of the State Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
Edward Hopkins ............. Hartford, O 1639-41 2 yrs.
Thomas Welles .............. Hartford, O 1641-48 7 yrs.
John Cullick ................ Hartford, O 1648-58 10 yrs.
Daniel Clark ................ ‘Windsor, O 1658-64, 65-67 8 yrs.
John Allyn . Hartford, O 1664-65, 67-96 30 yrs.
Eleazer Kimberly . Glastonbury, O 1696-1709 13 yrs.
William Whiting Hartford, O 1709 3m.
Caleb Stanly ... Hartford, O 1709-12 3 yrs.
Richard Lord ...... . Hartford, O 1712 17 d.
Hezekiah Wyllys ............ Hartford, O 1712-35 23 yrs.
George Wyllys .............. Hartford, O 1735-96 61 yrs.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.
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88 SECRETARIES OF THE STATE

Secretary of the State Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
Samuel Wyllys Hartford, O 1796-1810 14 yrs.
Thomas Day .. Hartford, O 1810-35 25 yrs.
Royal R. Hinman .. Southbury, O 1835-42 7 yrs.
Noah A. Phelps ............. Hartford, O 1842-44 2 yrs.
Daniel P. Tyler .............. Pomfret, O 1844-46 2 yrs.
Charles W. Bradley Hartford, O 1846-47 1yr.
John B. Robertson . .. New Haven, O 1847-49 2 yrs.
Roger H. Mills .............. No. Hartford, O 1849-50 1 yr.
Hiram Weed! ............... Danbury, D 1850 1 m.
John P. C. Mather New London, D 1850-54 3yrs. 11 m.
Oliver H. Perry .... Fairfield, W 1854-55 L yr.
Nehemiah D. Sperry New Haven, A 1855-57 2 yrs.
Orville H. Platt . ... Meriden, AR 1857-58 1yr.
John Boyd ...... Winchester, R 1858-61 3 yrs.
J. H. Trumbull .. Hartford, R 1861-66 5 yrs.
Leverett E. Pease Somers, U 1866-69 3 yrs.
Hiram Appleman .. Groton, R 1869-70 I yr.
Thomas M. Waller .. New London, D 1870-71 1yr.
Hiram Appleman? ........... Groton, R 1871-73 2 yrs.
D. W. Edgecomb Fairfield, R 1873 12 d.
Marvin H. Sanger Canterbury, D 1873-77 4 yrs.
Dwight Morris .. .. Bridgeport, D 1877-79 2 yrs.
David Torrance .............. Derby, R 1879-81 2 yrs.
Charles E. Searls ............ Thompson, R 1881-83 2 yrs.
D. Ward Northrop . Middletown, D 1883-85 2 yrs.
Charles A. Russell ... Killingly, R 1885-87 2 yrs.
Leverett M. Hubbard Wallingford, R 1887-89 2 yrs.
R. Jay Walsh ...... Greenwich, R 1889-93 4 yrs.
John J. Phelan ... Bridgeport, D 1893-95 2 yrs.
William C. Mowry Norwich, R 1895-97 2 yrs.
Charles Phelps Rockville, R 1897-99 2 yrs.
Huber Clark .. ... Willimantic, R 1899-1901 2 yrs.
Charles G. R. Vinal .. Middletown, R 1901-05 4 yrs.
Theodore Bodenwein ........ New London, R 1905-09 4 yrs.
Matthew H. Rogers .......... Bridgeport, R 1909-13 4 yrs.
Albert Phillips ..... .. Stamford, D 1913-15 2 yrs.
Charles D. Burnes . Greenwich, R 1915-17 2 yrs.
Frederick L. Perry New Haven, R 1917-21 4 yrs.
Donald J. Warner ............ Salisbury, R 1921-23 2 yrs.
Francis A. Pallotti . Hartford, R 1923-29 6 yrs.
William L. Higgins Coventry, R 1929-33 4 yrs.
John A. Danaher Hartford, R 1933-35 2 yrs.
C. John Satti .... New London, D 1935-39 4 yrs.
Sara B. Crawford .... Westport, R 1939-41 2 yrs.
Chase G. Woodhouse New London, D 1941-43 2 yrs.
Frances B. Redick . Newington, R 1943-45 2 yrs.
Charles J. Prestia .. New Britain, D 1945-47 2 yrs.
Frances B. Redick ... .. Newington, R 1947-49 2 yrs.
Winifred McDonald ......... Waterbury, D 1949-51 2 yrs.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

'Died in office, June 7, 1850 and John P. C. Mather was appointed by the General Assembly, June 21, 1850 to
fill the vacancy.

2Resigned April 25, 1873 and D. W. Edgecomb was appointed to the vacancy by Governor Jewell.
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Secretary of the State Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
Alice K. Leopold3 ........... Weston, R 1951-53 2 yrs. 10 m. 27 d.
Charles B. Keats*............ Bridgeport, R 1953-55 lLyr.1m.4d.
Mildred P. Allen ............ Hartford, R 1955-59 4 yrs.

EllaT. Grasso ............... Windsor Locks, D 1959-71 12 yrs.

Gloria Schaffer> . Woodbridge, D 1971-78 7 yrs. 8 m. 19 d.
Henry S. Cohn® ... West Hartford, D 1978-79 3m. 9d.
Barbara B. Kennelly ... Hartford, D 1979-82 3 yrs. 22 d.
Maura L. Melley® ........... Wethersfield, D 1982-83 11 m. 8 d.

Julia H. Tashjian ............ Windsor, D 1983-91 8 yrs.

Pauline R. Kezer ............ Plainville, R 1991-95 4 yrs.

Miles S. Rapoport ........... West Hartford, D 1995-99 4 yrs.

Susan Bysiewicz .. .. Middletown, D 1999-2011 12 yrs.

Denise W. Merrill . Mansfield, D 2011-

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

3Resigned November 30, 1953 to become Director of Women’s Bureau, U.S. Labor Dept.

4Appointed December 1, 1953 by Governor John Lodge to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Alice
K. Leopold.

SResigned September 25, 1978 to become a member of the Federal Civil Aeronautics Board.

%Appointed Secretary of the State by Governor Ella T. Grasso effective September 25, 1978 to fill the vacancy
caused by the resignation of Gloria Schaffer.

TResigned January 25, 1982. Elected to the 97th Congress on January 12, 1982 to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of William R. Cotter.

S8Appointed Secretary of the State by Governor William A. O’Neill effective January 29, 1982 to fill the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Barbara B. Kennelly.



TREASURERS

The Treasurer of the State of Connecticut receives all cash receipts of the state from the various departments
and institutions, and is the custodian of, and is responsible for, all state funds. As Connecticut’s chief elected
financial officer, the Treasurer is principal fiduciary of and has investment authority over all assets of the various
state pension, retirement, and trust funds included in the Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds. The
Treasurer is also the custodian of all deeds covering state-owned property. The Treasurer is a member of the Banking
Commission, State Bond Commission, Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority, Connecticut Airport Au-
thority, Connecticut Health and Educational Facilities Authority, Connecticut Higher Education Supplemental Loan
Authority, Connecticut Higher Education Trust Advisory Bd., Connecticut Housing Finance Authority, Connecticut
Innovations, Connecticut Lottery Corporation Bd. of Dirs., Connecticut Student Loan Foundation, Council of Fiscal
Officers, Finance Advisory Committee, Information and Telecommunication Systems Executive Steering Com-
mittee, Investment Advisory Council, Standardization Committee, State Employees’ Retirement Commission, Stu-
dent Financial Aid Information Council, and Teachers’ Retirement Bd.

The Treasurer appoints a Deputy Treasurer who is responsible for the office in her absence. The Treasurer makes
a complete report annually to the Governor of the receipts and expenditures of the State for the fiscal year ending
on the 30th day of June preceding. The Treasurer is elected for four years and receives an annual salary of $110,000.

Treasurer Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
Thomas Welles .............. Hartford, O 1639-41 2 yrs.
William Whiting ............. Hartford, O 1641-48 7 yrs.
Thomas Welles . . Hartford, O 1648-52 4 yrs.
John Talcott, Sr. ............. Hartford, O 1652-60 8 yrs.
John Talcott, Jr. .............. Hartford, O 1660-76 16 yrs.
William Pitkin .. Hartford, O 1676-79 3 yrs.
Joseph Whiting . Hartford, O 1679-1718 39 yrs.
John Whiting ... Hartford, O 1718-50 32 yrs.
Nathaniel Stanly Hartford, O 1750-56 6 yrs.
Joseph Talcott Hartford, O 1756-69 13 yrs.
John Lawrence . Hartford, O 1769-89 20 yrs.
Jedediah Huntington ......... Norwich, O 1789-90 1 yr.
Peter Colt ................... New Haven, O 1790-94 4 yrs.
Andrew Kingsbury .. . Hartford, O 1794-1818 24 yrs.
Isaac Spencer ....... . East Haddam, O 1818-35 17 yrs.
Jeremiah Brown . . Hartford, O 1835-38 3 yrs.
Hiram Ryder ................ Willington, O 1838-42 4 yrs.
Jabez L. White, Jr. ........... Bolton, O 1842-44 2 yrs.
Joseph B. Gilbert ... Hartford, O 1844-46 2 yrs.
Alonzo W. Birge Coventry, O 1846-47 1yr.
Joseph B. Gilbert ............ Hartford, O 1847-49 2 yrs.
Henry D. Smith ... Middletown, D 1849-51 2 yrs.
Thomas Clark . Coventry, W 1851-52 1yr.
Edwin Stearns . . Middletown, D 1852-54 2 yrs.
Daniel Camp ................ Middletown, W 1854-55 1yr.
Arthur B. Calef .............. Middletown, AD 1855-56 1yr.
Frederick P. Coe . Killingly, A 1856-57 1 yr.
Frederick S. Wildman ........ Danbury, R 1857-58 1yr.
Lucius J. Hendee ............ Hebron, A 1858-61 3 yrs.
EzraDean ........ Woodstock, R 1861-62 1 yr.
Gabriel W. Coite .. Middletown, U 1862-66 4 yrs.
Henry G. Taintor ... Hampton, R 1866-67 1yr.
Edward S. Moseley Hampton, D 1867-69 2 yrs.
David P. Nichols ............. Danbury, R 1869-70 1yr.
Charles M. Pond .. . Hartford, D 1870-71 1yr.
David P. Nichols ............. Danbury, R 1871-73 2 yrs.
Wm. E. Raymond ............ New Canaan, R 1873-77 4 yrs.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.
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Treasurer Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
Edwin A. Buck .............. Windham, D 1877-79 2 yrs.
Tallmadge Baker So. Norwalk, R 1879-81 2 yrs.

David P. Nichols! ... .. Danbury, R 1881-82 1yr.

James D. Smith .............. Stamford, R 1882-83 1yr.

Alfred R. Goodrich .......... Vernon, D 1883-85 2 yrs.

V. B. Chamberlain .. New Britain, R 1885-87 2 yrs.
Alexander Warner .. Ridgefield, R 1887-89 2 yrs.

E. Stevens Henry ... Vernon, R 1889-93 4 yrs.

Marvin H. Sanger ... Canterbury, D 1893-95 2 yrs.

George W. Hodge .... Windsor, R 1895-97 2 yrs.

Charles W. Grosvenor . Pomfret, R 1897-99 2 yrs.

Charles S. Mersick .... New Haven, R 1899-1901 2 yrs.

Henry H. Gallup .... .. Norwich, R 1901-05 4 yrs.

James F. Walsh .............. Greenwich, R 1905-07 2 yrs.

Freeman F. Patten ............ Stafford, R 1907-11 4 yrs.

Costello Lippitt ... Norwich, R 1911-13 2 yrs.

Edward S. Roberts Canaan, D 1913-15 2 yrs.

F.S. Chamberlain ... New Britain, R 1915-19 4 yrs.

G. Harold Gilpatric . Putnam, R 1919-24 5 yrs. 7m. 10 d.
Anson T. McCook? . Hartford, R 1924 4 m. 21 d.
Ernest E. Rogers . ... New London, R 1925-29 4 yrs.

Samuel R. Spencer .. .. Suffield, R 1929-31 2 yrs.

Roy C. Wilcox ..... .. Meriden, R 1931-33 2 yrs.

J. William Hope ............. Bridgeport, R 1933-35 2 yrs.

John S. Addis® ............... New Milford, D 1935-37 2 yrs. 8§ m. 29 d.
Thomas Hewes?* ... .. Farmington, D 1937 I m.

Guy B.Holt ................. West Hartford, D 1937-39 lyr.2m.3d.
Joseph E. Talbot ............. Naugatuck, R 1939-41 2 yrs.

Frank M. Anastasio . New Haven, D 1941-43 2 yrs.

Carl M. Sharpe ..... Abington, R 1943-45 2 yrs.

William T. Carroll .. Torrington, D 1945-47 2 yrs.

Joseph A. Adorno ... Middletown, R 1947-55 8 yrs.

John Ottaviano, Jr. .. . New Haven, R 1955-59 4 yrs.

John A. Spezialed ............ Torrington, D 1959-61 2 yrs. 10 m. 8 d.
Donald J. Irwin® Norwalk, D 1961-63 Tyr. 1 m 20d.
Gerald A. Lamb’ ... .. Waterbury, D 1963-70 7yrs. Il m. 2d.
John A. Torio® ............... Waterbury, D 1970-71 10 m. 28 d.
Robert I. Berdon® Branford, R 1971-73 2yrs. 5m.22d.
Alden A. Ives!® . ... .. Glastonbury, R 1973-75 1yr.6m.6d.
Henry E. Parker!! New Haven, D 1975-86 11 yrs. 26 d.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

Died January 2, 1882, and James D. Smith was appointed by the Governor to fill the vacancy.

2Anson T. McCook was appointed to succeed G. Harold Gilpatric, who resigned August 16, 1924.

3Died September 29, 1937, and Thomas Hewes was appointed by the Governor to fill the vacancy.

“4Resigned November 1, 1937, and Guy B. Holt was appointed by the Governor to fill the vacancy.

SResigned November 15, 1961 to become a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas.

6Appointed November 20, 1961 by Governor Dempsey to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of John A.
Speziale.

TResigned February 11, 1970 to become State Bank Commissioner.

8Appointed February 11, 1970 by Governor Dempsey to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Gerald A.
Lamb.

9Resigned June 28, 1973 to become Judge of the Superior Court.

10Appointed June 29, 1973 by Governor Meskill to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Robert I. Berdon.
Took oath of office on July 2, 1973.

Resigned February 3, 1986 to accept a position in private industry.
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Treasurer Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
Joan R. Kemler!'2 ............ West Hartford, D 1986-87 11 m.5d.
Francisco L. Borges'? ........ Hartford, D 1987-93 6 yrs. Im. 19 d.
Joseph M. Suggs, Jr.14 ... .. Bloomfield, D 1993-95 1 yr. 9 mo. 26 d.
Christopher B. Burnham!5 . ... Stamford, R 1995-97 2 yr. 6 mo. 18 d.
Paul J. Silvester!® West Hartford, R 1997-99 1 yr. 5 mo. 15 d.
Denise L. Nappier Hartford, D 1999-

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

12Appointed February 3, 1986 by Governor O’Neill to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Henry E.
Parker.

13Resigned effective March 1, 1993 to accept a position in private industry.

14Appointed March 3, 1993 by the General Assembly to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Francisco
L. Borges. Took oath of office on March 9, 1993.

I5Resigned July 22, 1997 to accept a position in private industry.

16Appointed July 22, 1997 by Governor Rowland to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Christopher B.
Burnham.



COMPTROLLERS

The Office of the State Comptroller was created in 1786 by an act of the General Assembly. The Constitutional
Amendment of 1836 provided that the Comptroller be elected by the people in a manner similar to that of other
state officers. Since 1838, this method has been in effect.

Prior to the establishment of this office, orders on the Treasurer could be drawn by the Governor, or his assistants,
or by justices of the peace for sums under 40 shillings. The Committee of the Pay-Table, which the Comptroller’s
Office replaced, was originally established to liquidate and adjust accounts of expenses incurred during the Revo-
lutionary War.

The Comptroller prescribes the mode of keeping and rendering all public accounts. The Comptroller is required
to adjust and settle all public accounts and demands excepting grants and orders of the General Assembly. The
Comptroller also renders a monthly accounting of the State’s financial condition.

The Comptroller is a member, ex officio, of the following committees: The State Board of Canvassers, the State
Bond Commission, the State Banking Commission, the State Insurance Purchasing Board, the Finance Advisory
Committee, the State Employees’ Group Insurance Commission, and the State Employees’ Retirement Commission.
The Comptroller administers the records of the Retirement Commission. The Comptroller is a member of the
National Association of State Auditors, Treasurers, and Comptrollers. The Comptroller is also, ex officio, one of
the Auditors of the accounts of the Treasurer.

The Comptroller approves and records all obligations against the state. The Comptroller maintains all official
accounting records and is responsible for the employee payrolls of all state agencies, departments, and institutions.
The office administers all Retirement Systems other than teachers’ retirement. Additionally, by direction of the
General Assembly, the Comptroller administers numerous miscellaneous appropriations of the state.

Elected for a term of four years, the Comptroller receives an annual salary of $110,000.

Comptroller Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
James Wadsworth ............ Durham, O 1786-88 2 yrs.
Oliver Wolcott ............... Litchfield, O 1788-90 2 yrs.
Ralph Pomeroy .. .. Coventry, O 1790-91 1yr.
Andrew Kingsbury .. Hartford, O 1791-93 2 yrs.
John Porter ........ .. Lebanon, O 1793-1806 13 yrs.
ElishaColt ................... Hartford, O 1806-19 13 yrs.
James Thomas ............... Hartford, O 1819-30 11 yrs.
Elisha Phelps ................. Simsbury, O 1830-34 4 yrs.
Roger Huntington ............ Norwich, O 1834-35 I yr.
Gideon Welles .... Hartford, D 1835-36 1yr.
William Field ... Pomfret, O 1836-38 2 yrs.
Henry Kilbourn . .. Hartford, O 1838-42 4 yrs.
Gideon Welles ............... Hartford, D 1842-44 2 yrs.
Abijah Carrington ............ New Haven, O 1844-46 2 yrs.
Mason Cleveland ............. Hampton, O 1846-47 1 yr.
Abijjah Catlin ................. Harwinton, O 1847-50 3 yrs.
Rufus G. Pinney . Stafford, D 1850-54 4 yrs.
John Dunham ... Norwich, W 1854-55 1 yr.
Alexander Merrell . New London, A 1855-56 1yr.
Edward Prentis ... New London, A 1856-57 1yr.
Joseph G. Lamb . Norwich, AR 1857-58 1 yr.
William H. Buell Clinton, R 1858-61 3 yrs.
Leman W. Cutler ............. Watertown, R 1861-66 5 yrs.
Robbins Battell ............... Norfolk, U 1866-67 1 yr.
Jesse Olney ..........c..c.eun. Stratford, D 1867-69 2 yrs.
James W. Manning Putnam, R 1869-70 1yr.
Seth S. Logan ... Washington, D 1870-71 1 yr.
James W. Manning .. .. Putnam, R 1871-73 2 yrs.
Alfred R. Goodrich ........... Vernon, D 1873-77 4 yrs.
Charles C. Hubbard ........... Middletown, D 1877-79 2 yrs.
Chauncey Howard ............ Coventry, R 1879-81 2 yrs.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.
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Comptroller Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service

Wheelock Batcheller . . Winsted, R 1881-83 2 yrs.
Frank D. Sloat .... New Haven, R 1883-85 2 yrs.
Luzerne I. Munson . Waterbury, R 1885-87 2 yrs.
Thomas Clark ... No. Stonington, R~ 1887-89 2 yrs.
John B. Wright Clinton, R 1889-91 2 yrs.
Nicholas Staub .. New Milford, D 1891-95 4 yrs.
Benjamin P. Mead .. New Canaan, R 1895-99 4 yrs.
Thompson S. Grant Enfield, R 1899-1901 2 yrs.
Abiram Chamberlain . Meriden, R 1901-03 2 yrs.
William E. Seeley . Bridgeport, R 1903-05 2 yrs.
Asahel W. Mitchell .. Woodbury, R 1905-07 2 yrs.
Thomas D. Bradstreet Thomaston, R 1907-13 6 yrs.
Daniel P. Dunn . .. Windham, D 1913-15 2 yrs.
Morris C. Webster Torrington, R 1915-21 6 yrs.
Harvey P. Bissell .. Ridgefield, R 1921-23 2 yrs.
Frederick M. Salmon Westport, R 1923-33 10 yrs.
Anson F. Keeler .. Norwalk, R 1933-35 2 yrs.
Charles C. Swartz . Norwalk, D 1935-39 4 yrs.
Fred R. Zeller ................ Stonington, R 1939-41, 43-45, 14 yrs.
47-49, 51-59
John M. Dowe! .... . Killingly, D 1941-43, 45-46 3 yrs. 4 m.
Raymond S. Thatcher® ........ East Hampton, D 1946-47, 49-51, 10 yrs. 2 m. 4 d.
59-66
James J. Casey® .............. ‘Winchester, D 1966-67 5m. 16 d.
Louis I. Gladstone . Bridgeport, D 1967-71 4 yrs.
Nathan G. Agostinelli Manchester, R 1971-75 4 yrs.
J. Edward Caldwell .. Bridgeport, D 1975-91 16 yrs. 1d.
William E. Curry, Jr. Farmington, D 1991-95 4 yrs.
Nancy S. Wyman . Tolland, D 1995-2011 16 yrs.
Kevin P. Lembo Guilford, D 2011-

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

'Died in office May 15, 1946 and Raymond S. Thatcher was appointed by the General Assembly to fill the
vacancy.

2Resigned July 19, 1966 to become a member of the Public Utilities Commission.

3Appointed by the Governor July 19, 1966 to fill the unexpired term of Raymond S. Thatcher.



ATTORNEYS GENERAL

The Attorney General is the chief civil legal officer of the State of Connecticut. The Attorney General’s Office
serves as legal counsel to all state agencies and acts to protect the public interest for the people of the State of
Connecticut. Among the critical missions of the AGO are to represent and advocate the interests of the state and
its citizens as vigorously as possible, to ensure that state government acts within the letter and spirit of the law, to
ensure that public resources are protected for present and future generations, to ensure that the quality of life of all
our citizens is preserved and enhanced, and to ensure that the rights of our most vulnerable citizens are safeguarded.

The Attorney General represents the state government, its elected officers, and state boards, commissions, and
agencies in suits and other civil proceedings in which the state has an interest. The Attorney General also provides
opinions to the agencies of state government, state officers, and the General Assembly upon questions of law
submitted to him by such parties. The Attorney General also acts as counsel for state officials in matters pertaining
to their official duties. The Attorney General has a role in screening regulations of state agencies, state contracts,
and extradition papers.

By virtue of this statutory responsibility to provide legal direction to state government, the Attorney General is
in a critical position to advise all segments of the government so that they can carry out their responsibilities in
accordance with the law.

In addition, the Attorney General possesses extensive statutory powers that enable him to represent the public
interest more generally.

The Attorney General is elected by the people to a term of four years, is committed by law to serving full-time,
and must be an attorney-at-law who has been admitted to practice in Connecticut for at least ten years. The Attorney
General receives an annual salary of $110,000.

Attorney General Town and Party** Term of Service Years of Service
Charles Phelps ................ Vernon, R 1899-1903 4 yrs.

William A. King .............. Windham, R 1903-07 4 yrs.

Marcus H. Holcomb! . Southington, R 1907-10 3yrs.8m. 9d.
John H. Light? ..... Norwalk, R 1910-15 4yrs.3m. 21d.
George E. Hinman . . Windham, R 1915-19 4 yrs.

Frank E. Healy ............... Windsor Locks, R 1919-27 8 yrs.

Benjamin W. Alling ........... New Britain, R 1927-31 4 yrs.

Warren B. Burrows ........... Groton, R 1931-35 4 yrs.

Edward J. Daly? .............. Hartford, D 1935-37 2yrs.9m.22d.
Chas. J. McLaughlin* ......... West Hartford, D 1937-38 lyr.2m.
Dennis P. O’Connor’ .......... Hartford, D 1938-39 Im. 13d.
Francis A. Pallotti! ............ Hartford, R 1939-45 6 yrs. 6 m.
William L. Hadden® ........... West Haven, R 1945-51 Syrs. 6m. 20 d.
George C. Conway! . Guilford, R 1951-53 2 yrs. 7m. 20 d.
William L. Beers” ............. New Haven, R 1953-55 lyr.4m. 11d.
John J. Bracken ............... Hartford, R 1955-59 4 yrs.

Albert L. Coles' .............. Bridgeport, D 1959-63 4yrs.7m.22d.
Harold M. Mulvey® ........... New Haven, D 1963-67 4yrs.2m. 17 d.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

IResigned to become a judge of the Superior Court.

2Appointed September 15, 1910, by Governor Weeks, to fill the unexpired term of Marcus H. Holcomb. Elected
for a full term of 4 years in November, 1910.

3Appointed a judge of the Superior Court, effective September 22, 1937.

“4Appointed by the Governor, September 22, 1937, to fill the unexpired term of Edward J. Daly.

S5Appointed by the Governor, November 21, 1938, to fill the unexpired term of Charles J. McLaughlin, who
resigned to become Tax Commissioner.

%Appointed by the Governor, June 13, 1945, to fill the unexpired term of Francis A. Pallotti, who resigned to
become a judge of the Superior Court.

7Appointed by the Governor, to fill the unexpired term of George C. Conway, who resigned to become a judge
of the Superior Court, effective August 24, 1953.

8Appointed by the Governor, August 29, 1963, to fill the unexpired term of Albert L. Coles, who resigned to
become a judge of the Superior Court; elected for a full term November 8, 1966; resigned November 16, 1967 to
become a judge of the Superior Court, effective January 1, 1968.
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Attorney General Town and Party**
Robert K. Killian® ............. Hartford, D
CarlR. Ajello................. Ansonia, D
Joseph 1. Lieberman!® ......... New Haven, D
Clarine Nardi Riddle!! ........ New Haven, D
Richard Blumenthal ... Greenwich, D

George C. Jepsen .......... Ridgefield, D

Term of Service
1967-75
1975-83
1983-89
1989-91
1991-2011
2011-

Years of Service

7 yrs. 1 m.22d.
8 yrs.
6 yrs.
2 yrs.
20 yrs.

**Town listed is town of residence at time of election.

9Appointed by the Governor, November 16, 1967, to fill the unexpired term of Harold M. Mulvey. Elected for

a full term November 3, 1970.
10Resigned January 3, 1989 to become U.S. Senator.

" Appointed by the Governor to fill the unexpired term of Joseph 1. Lieberman, effective January 3, 1989, as
Deputy Attorney General serving as Acting Attorney General. Sworn in as Attorney General, October 27, 1989.



CHIEF JUSTICES

The highest court in Connecticut was the General Assembly, until 1784, when it relinquished its functions as an
appellate tribunal to the upper house, which, when sitting for these purposes, was designated as the Supreme Court
of Errors. The presiding officer or Chief Judge was at first the Deputy Governor, and later the Governor. In 1807
the membership of this court was completely changed by substituting, under an Act of the preceding year, the
Judges of the Superior Court, the Chief Judge of which became the presiding officer. The customary appellation
was for some years, Chief Judge, but in the Constitution of 1818 the term Chief Justice was employed and confirmed
a practice already established in that respect.

Term Term
Chief Judge Town Beginning Ending
Gurdon Saltonstall .......... New London 1711 1712
Nathan Gold ................ Fairfield 1712 1713
William Pitkin .............. Hartford 1713 1714
Nathan Gold ................ Fairfield 1714 1723
Peter Burr .................. Fairfield 1723 1725
Jonathan Law ............... Milford 1725 1741
Roger Wolcott .............. Windsor 1741 1750
Thomas Fitch ............... Norwalk 1750 1754
William Pitkin .............. Hartford 1754 1766
Jonathan Trumbull .......... Lebanon 1766 1769
Matthew Griswold .......... Lyme 1769 1784
Samuel Huntington ......... Norwich 1784 1785
Richard Law ................ New London 1785 1789
Eliphalet Dyer .............. Windham 1789 1793
Andrew Adams ............. Litchfield 1793 1798
Jesse Root .................. Hartford 1798 1807

THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF CHIEF JUSTICES SINCE THE
PRESENT FORM OF ORGANIZATION WAS ADOPTED

Term Term
Chief Judge Town Beginning Ending
Stephen Mix Mitchell ....... Wethersfield 1807 1814
Tapping Reeve ............. Litchfield 1814 1815
Zephaniah Swift ............ Windham 1815 1819
Stephen Titus Hosmer ....... Middletown 1819 1833
David Daggett .............. New Haven 1833 1834
Thomas Scott Williams ....... Hartford 1834 1847
Samuel Church ............. Sharon 1847 1854
Henry Matson Waite ........ Lyme 1854 1857
William Lucius Storrs ....... Hartford 1857 1861
Joel Hinman ................ Waterbury 1861 1870
Thomas Belden Butler ...... Norwalk 1870 1873
Origen Storrs Seymour ...... Litchfield 1873 1874
John Duane Park ............ Norwich 1874 1889
Charles B. Andrews ......... Litchfield 1889 1901
David Torrance ............. Derby 1901 1907
Simeon E. Baldwin ......... New Haven 1907 1910
Frederic B. Hall ............ Bridgeport 1910 1913
Samuel O. Prentice ......... Hartford 1913 1920
George W. Wheeler ......... Bridgeport 1920 1930
William M. Maltbie ......... Granby 1930 1950
Allyn L. Brown ............. Norwich 1950 1953
Ernest A. Inglis ............. Middletown 1953 1957
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Term Term
Chief Judge Town Beginning Ending
Patrick B. O’Sullivan! ... .. .. Orange 1957 1957
Kenneth Wynne?............ Woodbridge 1957 1958
Edward J. Daly? ............ Hartford 1958 1959
Raymond E. Baldwin? . Middletown 1959 1963
John Hamilton King> . Willimantic 1963 1970
Howard Wells Alcorn® Suffield 1970 1971
Charles S. House” . Manchester 1971 1978
John P. Cotter® ...... West Hartford 1978 1981
Joseph W. Bogdanski’ Meriden 1981 1981
John A. Speziale!® ... Torrington 1981 1984
Ellen A. Peters'! ... West Hartford 1984 1996
Robert J. Callahan'? . .. .. Norwalk 1996 1999
Francis M. McDonald, Jr.!3 .. Waterbury 1999 2001
William J. Sullivan'4 ........ Waterbury 2001 2006
Chase T. Rogers!'S ... New Canaan 2007

! Appointed Chief Justice effective April 16, 1957; retired by limitation of age on August 11, 1957.

2Appointed Chief Justice effective August 11, 1957 in succession to Patrick B. O’Sullivan.

3Appointed Chief Justice effective May 6, 1958 in succession to Kenneth Wynne, who retired by limitation of
age on May 5, 1958.

4Appointed Chief Justice by the Governor, July 24, 1959 in succession to Edward J. Daly who died July 20,
1959.

SAppointed Chief Justice effective August 31, 1963 in succession to Raymond E. Baldwin, who retired by
limitation of age on said date.

6Appointed Chief Justice effective April 21, 1970 in succession to John Hamilton King, who retired by limitation
of age on said date.

7Appointed Chief Justice effective May 14, 1971 in succession to Howard Wells Alcorn, who retired by limitation
of age on said date.

8Appointed Chief Justice effective April 24, 1978 in succession to Charles S. House, who retired by limitation
of age on said date.

9Appointed Chief Justice effective March 2, 1981 in succession to John P. Cotter, who retired by limitation of
age on said date.

19Appointed Chief Justice effective November 12, 1981 in succession to Joseph W. Bogdanski, who retired by
limitation of age on said date.

Appointed Chief Justice effective November 21, 1984 in succession to John A. Speziale, who retired on said
date.

12Appointed Chief Justice effective September 1, 1996 in succession to Ellen A. Peters, who retired as Chief
Justice on said date.

13Appointed Chief Justice effective September 15, 1999 in succession to Robert J. Callahan, who retired as Chief
Justice on said date.

14Appointed Chief Justice effective January 22, 2001 in succession to Francis M. McDonald, Jr., who retired as
Chief Justice on said date. William J. Sullivan retired as Chief Justice on April 15, 2006. Because no successor
Chief Justice had been appointed as of that date, Justice David M. Borden, the Senior Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court, exercised the powers and authority of the office of Chief Justice, pursuant to Section 51-3 of the
Connecticut General Statutes.

15Appointed Chief Justice effective April 25, 2007.



PRESIDENTS PRO TEMPORE OF THE CONNECTICUT
STATE SENATE SINCE 1845

Name Town and Party** Term of Service
Aaron N. Skinner ....................... New Haven, W 1845
Samuel Ingham ................... ... Saybrook, D 1846
Thomas C. Perkins ...................... Hartford, W 1847
Thomas B. Butler ....................... Norwalk, W 1848
Henry Dutton .............cooviiinan... New Haven, W 1849
Samuel Ingham ................ ... Saybrook, D 1850
Henry E. Peck ......................... New Haven, W 1851
James T. Pratt .......................... Rocky Hill, D 1852
Daniel B. Warner ....................... East Haddam, D 1853
John Boyd ... West Winsted, Free Soil Dem. 1854
James F. Babcock ....................... New Haven, W 1855
Leman W. Cutler ....................... Watertown, AR 1856
Ammi Giddings ................. Plymouth, U 1857
Elisha Carpenter ........................ Killingly, R 1858
Thaddeus Welles ........................ Glastonbury, R 1859
Joseph G.Lamb ........................ Norwich, AR 1860
Andrew B. Mygatt ...................... New Milford, R 1861
Hiram Goodwin ......................... Hitchcockville, R (U) 1862
Gilbert W. Phillips ...................... Putnam, R (U) 1863
John T. Adams ...............c.oooiiin Norwich, U 1864
Orlando J. Hodge ....................... Robertsville, U 1865
John T. Wait ...t Norwich, U 1866
Amos J. Gallup ... Sterling, R 1867
Edwin H. Bugbec ....................... Killingly, R 1868
David Gallup ...................ooooat Plainfield, R 1869
Edward Harland ........................ Norwich, R 1870
EzraHall ... Marlborough, R 1871

S. Storrs Cotton ..ot Pomfret, R 1872
Allen Tenny ..........cooouviviinninn... Norwich, R 1873
Luzon B. Morris ...................... New Haven, D 1874
Caleb B. Bowers .................oooout New Haven, D 1875
Ephraim H. Hyde ....................... Stafford, D 1876
Oliver Hoyt ... Stamford, R 1877-78
Gilbert W. Phillips ...................... Putnam, R (U) 1879
Lyman W. Coe .