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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING


Recovery Housing Program
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY

Issuing Agency: State of Connecticut Department of Housing  
Release Date: May 22, 2026
  
I. Purpose  	
  
The State of Connecticut Department of Housing (DOH) announces the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for the Recovery Housing Program (RHP). The goal of this NOFA is that RHP funds will be utilized to support individuals in recovery onto a path to self-sufficiency.  By providing stable housing to support recovery, the state’s RHP funds will support efforts for independent living and will be used to develop or maintain housing for individuals in recovery from substance abuse disorders.   

Key Compliance includes but is not limited to:
· Federal Regulations: Projects must comply with the Fair Housing Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
· Environmental & Labor: Projects are subject to National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) reviews and Davis-Bacon prevailing wage requirements, particularly for larger rehabilitation projects (8 or more units).
· In Connecticut, programs must align with The National Alliance for Recovery Residences (NARR), standards https://narronline.org/standards/ through the Connecticut Alliance of Recovery Residences (CTARR) https://ctrecoveryresidences.org/   These national standards define quality, levels and services, and overall principles of recovery housing.  
· Programmatic Focus: Programs must offer a low-barrier, safe environment with an emphasis on peer support.  Applicants are encouraged to partner with treatment providers to establish referral partnerships, care coordination, and alignment with recovery housing supports.   Applications should outline formal linkage to community partners for wrap-around services, including but not limited to job search, education, family services, mental, behavioral, and physical health services, and housing programs, with the goal of holistic healing, long-term recovery, and stability. On-site case management may be offered at varying levels, dependent on NARR certification levels 1-4, with level 4 providing the most intense supports, including clinical services.    

II. Eligible Applicants  
  
The State of Connecticut will use its RHP funds not only to act directly, subject to state law and RHP requirements but to carry out activities through employees and contractors in all geographic areas within its jurisdiction, including entitlement areas and tribal areas.  The State of Connecticut will prioritize the distribution of funds in the service area of the Fairfield County Continuum of Care, service availability through the Court Support Services Division of the State of Connecticut Judicial Branch in the creation of transitional housing.  Eligible sub-recipients of Recovery Housing Program funds will include public or private nonprofit agencies. Any eligible applicant must hold an appropriate Certification with regard to Recovery services.  Eligible applicants must demonstrate unmet needs, relevant experience with temporary housing, any prior performance with temporary housing, and the existing or planned capacity to expand the current operational model.  Public and private nonprofit organizations in all geographic areas within the state of Connecticut, including CDBG entitlement areas are eligible. Public and private nonprofit organizations must be exempt from taxation under subtitle C of section 501(c), have an accounting system, and a voluntary board, be actively engaged in recovery housing efforts in Connecticut or previously engaged in recovery housing efforts in Connecticut, and practice nondiscrimination in the provision of assistance. Assistance may be provided to primarily religious organizations that agree to provide all eligible activities in a manner that is free from religious influence.
• Proposed applicant requirements are as follows. 

A. Eligible applicants may be Non-Profit Organizations with 501(c)3 status, experienced and knowledgeable in recovery programming and: a) be owners and/or operators of a Certified Sober Home, in good standing (as evidenced by documentation from the office of the Secretary of State) b) have operated the same house for 1 or more years and have participated in the NARR recertification process at least once. c) own the property for which funds are being requested. A nonprofit may partner with a municipality.

B. Partnerships: Organizations may partner with other entities to combine expertise in recovery services and housing development. 

C. Proposed projects will improve and preserve the stock of affordable sober housing and/or increase access to housing for individuals through short-term subsidies in Connecticut. All Housing Proposals must meet all applicable Federal and State handicap accessibility laws, codes and requirements. 

D. Must serve people directly impacted by substance use disorders 

E. 51% or more of program participants are Low- and Moderate-income individuals 
a. A person who meets 80% of the area median income (preference given to projects serving individuals at or below 60% of area median income) or 
b. Insured by Medicaid



*** Applications from sober homes owned or controlled by minorities, women, persons with   disabilities, veterans, or LGBTQ persons will be strongly encouraged. 

• Proposed projects will be prioritized by: 

A.  Applications from entities with the greatest need and ability to implement will be prioritized based on qualitative and/or quantitative information from applicants that demonstrates a need for RHP funding.

B. The projected demand for the proposed recovery housing solution and the financial need for assistance will also be considered.

C. A demonstrated ability to meet deliverables in a timely manner


III. Eligible Uses of Funds  

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) eligible activities that meet the Recovery Housing Program guidelines with the intention of providing stable, temporary housing for individuals in recovery from a substance use disorder are limited to: 

· Public facilities and improvements. 
· Acquisition of real property. 
· Lease, rent, and utilities. 
· Rehabilitation and reconstruction of single-unit residential buildings. 
· Rehabilitation and reconstruction of multi-unit residential buildings; 
· Rehabilitation and reconstruction of public housing. 
· Disposition of real property.
· Clearance and demolition.  
· Relocation; and 
· Expansion of existing eligible activities to include new construction of housing. 
 
Ineligible uses of the funds for the purposes of this NOFA include any activity not specifically authorized by HUD program regulations and will be ineligible for assistance under the Recovery Housing Program.

 Allowable hard and soft costs will be at the discretion of DOH.    
  
IV. Total Funding Available  
  
The aggregate amount of funding to be made available under this NOFA is approximately $6.5 million and is available as a result of the 08/01/2025 approval by the State Bond Commission for this expressed purpose.   Please note that the State of CT anticipates future federal funding awards for RHP.
  
· Minimum award per applicant is $50,000  
· Targeting 3-5 total projects
· Funds will be provided as grants and are subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this NOFA.  
· Funding will be awarded via a needs-based application process and administered by DOH until funds are fully committed/expended.  
· Departmental discretion will consider award amount based on project impact.
 
V. Application Submission  

Those that wish to apply should send a letter of intent to Miguel Rivera via email to rivera.miguel@ct.gov. 
 
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis starting May 22, 2026, through July 31, 2026, or until all funds are committed.    
 
Questions may be directed to DOH Program staff via email to 
• rivera.miguel@ct.gov or
• diana.berube@ct.gov


 All questions received will be answered on a rolling basis through an updated FAQ posted at the Department’s website along with this NOFA. 
  
Applicants must submit at a minimum:  
  
1. Completed application form, including budget 
2. Proof of site control (deed and lease agreement if another nonprofit is providing services)  
3. IRS 501(c)3 Letter, or state-recognized equivalent, whichever applies  
 






Two virtual informational sessions will be offered. 

•  To join us on Friday, May 29th from 11am – 12:30pm please use this link:

Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/249392462904610?p=T1saeBUGj7Y3nNX8HU 
Meeting ID: 249 392 462 904 610 
Passcode: GE6iP397 
Dial in by phone 
+1 323-886-7051,,527757458# United States, Los Angeles 
Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 527 757 458# 


•  To join us on Thursday, June 11th from 2:30pm - 4:00pm please use this link:

Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/261108132945944?p=g52tjBAIOV86MC6FJs 
Meeting ID: 261 108 132 945 944 
Passcode: Fn225sU3 
Dial in by phone 
+1 323-886-7051,,748430168# United States, Los Angeles 
Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 748 430 168# 


VI. Selection Criteria: 
 
Proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria. Applicants should review all scoring domains carefully a: and ensure their responses directly address the sub-questions listed under each domain. Incomplete responses may receive reduced scores.

IMPORTANT: This Notice supports two distinct project types. Applicants must apply under ONE track only. Select your track based on your project’s proposed activity:

· Rental Assistance: Organizations that will administer rental subsidies on behalf of eligible 	individuals in recovery.
· Acquisition and Rehabilitation Projects: Organizations that will acquire, rehabilitate, or construct recovery housing units.

If your project includes both components, contact DOH RHP program staff prior to applying (see Section V). 
Application Questions and Scoring – Recovery Housing NOFA
Applicants must respond to each question below. Responses should be clear, concise, and supported by data, documentation, and formal commitments where applicable. Reviewers will score each question based on the rubric in the Scoring Rubric (Appendix A, attached).  Failure to address all components of a question may result in a reduced score.
Total Possible Points:                  100
Application Scoring Domains and Points: Rental Assistance Projects Only

	Domain
	Points

	Organizational Experience & Capacity
	10

	Knowledge of Recovery Housing 
	10

	Rental Assistance Workflow & Administration 
	10

	Network & Partnerships
	10

	Financial Management & Cash Flow
	10

	Data Collection & Reporting
	10

	Performance Monitoring & Corrective Action
	10

	Compliance & Risk Management
	10

	Distribution & Access
	10

	Implementation Readiness
	10



Application Scoring Domains and Points: Acquisition and Rehabilitation Projects Only
	Domain
	Points

	Population need and profile
	10

	Program design and outcomes
	10

	Location and underserved region
	12

	Safe, healthy, living environment
	2

	Ability to leverage partners and resources
	4

	Community support recovery housing
	8

	Coordination with government agencies and providers
	8

	Readiness to obligate and expend funds
	8

	Trained staff and peer support
	6

	Project long-term viability
	16

	Program capacity
	16


 
Application Questions: Rental Assistance Projects Only

1. Organizational Experience & Capacity (10 points)

· Describe your organization’s history administering rental assistance or similar subsidy programs. Include funding sources, populations served, and scale.
· What internal staffing structure supports rental assistance administration (e.g., program managers, compliance staff, finance)?
· What systems (software/tools) do you currently use to manage client data, payments, and reporting?
· Describe your experience managing federal, state, or local grants with compliance requirements similar to HUD.  If limited, what technical assistance is needed.

2. Knowledge of Recovery Housing (10 points)
· Define recovery housing and describe the key components of a high-quality recovery housing model.
· What experience does your organization have working with individuals in recovery from substance use disorders?
· How do you ensure housing placements align with the Recovery Housing Program goals and recovery principles (e.g., peer support, substance use policies, including abstinence-supportive and medication-assisted treatment (MAT)-inclusive services)?
· Describe your familiarity with nationally recognized recovery housing standards (e.g., NARR or state-level equivalents, including CTARR certification requirements).

3. Rental Assistance Workflow & Administration (10 points)
• Describe your end-to-end workflow for administering rental assistance, from referral to payment and case closure.
• How do you determine eligibility and prioritize participants for assistance?
• What processes are in place to ensure timely and accurate payments to landlords or housing providers?
• How do you coordinate with case managers or service providers to ensure participants maintain housing stability?
• Describe how you handle participant exits, transitions, or terminations from assistance.
• How will your program track cumulative assistance provided to each individual to ensure compliance with the 24-month maximum assistance limit required under the SUPPORT Act (Section 8071)?

4. Network & Partnerships (10 points)
· Describe your existing network of recovery housing providers, landlords, and service partners.
· How do you establish and maintain relationships with housing providers?
· What formal agreements (MOUs, contracts) do you typically use to ensure accountability among partners?
· How do you coordinate with behavioral health providers, courts, or referral agencies?

5. Financial Management & Cash Flow (10 points)
· Describe your organization’s current financial position and cash reserves available to support program operations.
· How do you ensure sufficient cash flow to cover rental payments prior to reimbursement (if applicable)?
· What financial controls are in place to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse?
· Describe your process for tracking expenditures and ensuring alignment with grant requirements.

6. Data Collection & Reporting (10 points)
· What data elements do you currently collect for housing and rental assistance programs?
· Describe the systems you use to track participant outcomes, payments, and compliance.
· How do you ensure data accuracy, completeness, and timeliness?
· Provide examples of reports you have generated for funders (frequency, content, tools used).
· How do you handle data sharing while maintaining confidentiality (e.g., HIPAA, 42 CFR Part 2 considerations)?

7. Performance Monitoring & Corrective Action (10 points)
· What key performance indicators (KPIs) do you use to measure success in housing or rental assistance programs?
· Describe your process for monitoring program performance on an ongoing basis.
· How do you identify and address underperformance or noncompliance among staff, partners, or participants?
· Provide an example of a time your organization implemented corrective action. What was the issue, and what was the outcome?
· What quality assurance or audit processes do you have in place?

8. Compliance & Risk Management (10 points)
· Describe your experience complying with HUD or other federal program requirements.
· How do you stay current on regulatory changes and ensure staff are trained accordingly?
· What internal policies guide documentation, eligibility verification, and file management?
· How do you prepare for and respond to audits or monitoring visits?

9. Distribution & Access (10 points)
· How do you ensure equitable access to rental assistance for underserved or disproportionately impacted populations?
· What strategies do you use to reduce barriers to entry for participants (e.g., documentation, criminal history, credit issues)?
· How do you track and evaluate equity in program outcomes?

10. Implementation Readiness (10 points)
· If awarded funding, what is your projected timeline to launch the program?
· What startup activities would you prioritize in the first 30–90 days?
· What challenges do you anticipate in implementing this program, and how would you mitigate them?
· Describe any technical assistance or support your organization may need to be successful.

Application Questions: Acquisition and Rehabilitation Projects Only

Response to Substance Use Disorders (SUD) – 20 Points
Question 1a - (10 points): Population Need and Profile
Describe the population with substance use disorders (SUD) that your program intends to serve.
In your response, include:
· Description of social, health, and housing needs, including co-occurring mental health conditions, justice involvement, or histories of homelessness
· Local or regional data (e.g., HMIS, PIT, Coordinated Entry, public health, behavioral health authority data) demonstrating need
· How the identified data informed program design, scale, and eligibility – aligning program design with population needs

Question 1b - (10 points): Program Design and Outcomes
Describe how your program activities and partners address the identified needs of persons with SUD.
In your response, include:
· Description of recovery-oriented policies that address recurrence of substance use in a way that promotes housing stability and transition to safe settings- How are you supporting engagement and relapse prevention?  Include program policies.
· Key partners and their roles in addressing health, behavioral health, and social needs
· Outcomes to be tracked and reported (housing stability, exits to permanent housing, returns to homelessness, engagement with treatment)
· RHP outcomes include 
· # of units developed or rehabilitated for people with SUD
· Number of people served with rental assistance
· Exits to permanent housing
· Data systems used to track need and outcomes (HMIS or other similar systems)

Location in an Underserved Region – 12 Points
Question 2 - (12 points): Geographic Need and Accessibility
Describe how the program location addresses an underserved or high-need geographic area.
In your response, include:
• Map or description of program location
• Evidence that the area is under-resourced (CoC priorities, PIT data, Consolidated Plan, rural/frontier designation)
• Proximity to treatment, healthcare, employment, probation/parole, and benefits access points
• Transportation options for residents
• Whether the proposed location falls within a HUD-designated Opportunity Zone or a census tract with high rates of drug overdose mortality, as these factors may be considered in scoring

Safe, Healthy Living Environment – 2 Points
Question 3 - (2 points): Housing Quality, Safety, and Services
Describe how the program provides a safe, healthy living environment for residents.
In your response, include:
· Alignment with NARR standards and HUD habitability expectations, including CTARR certification level and any planned upgrades to certification level
· Health and safety policies (overdose prevention, naloxone access, medication management, emergency preparedness)
· Description of physical conditions, accessibility, and maintenance plans
· Resident rights, grievance procedures, and due process protections
· Description of holistic and wraparound services offered (service engagement may not be required as a condition of residency, but should be available and actively facilitated – Support Act calls for collaboration)

Ability to Leverage Partners and Resources – 4 Points
Question 4 - (4 points): Partnerships and System Integration
Describe how your organization leverages partnerships and resources to support residents.
In your response, include:
• Coordination with other housing providers, including CoC- or ESG-funded programs
• Coordination with health, behavioral health, and service providers
• Access to transportation and employment resources
• Ability to connect residents to mainstream benefits (Medicaid, SNAP, SSI/SSDI, TANF)
• Ability to serve Low- to Moderate-Income (LMI) individuals and track/report Area Median Income (AMI) - Describe how the project will prioritize and/or consider low-moderate income. Note: HUD defines LMI as households at or below 80% of Area Median Income (AMI), per 24 CFR 570.208. Documentation of LMI status must be maintained in participant files
• 

Community Support for Recovery Housing – 8 Points
Question 5 - (8 points): Community Engagement and Support
Describe the level of community support for the proposed recovery housing.
In your response, include:
· Outreach efforts to neighbors, community organizations, and stakeholders
· Letters of support or evidence of local acceptance
· Strategies to address stigma and discrimination consistent with Fair Housing protections
· Describe any community opposition you have encountered and how you have responded

Coordination with Government Agencies and Providers – 8 Points (sometimes required) 
Question 6 - (8 points): Interagency Coordination
Describe coordination with local, state, or regional government agencies and providers.
In your response, include:
· Collaboration with housing, health, behavioral health, or justice agencies
· Alignment with CoC priorities, Consolidated Plan goals, ESG strategies, or state SUD plans
· Referral and intake pathways (Coordinated Entry or documented alternatives)

Readiness to Obligate and Expend Funds (within 4 months) – 8 Points
Question 7 - (8 points): Project Readiness and Financial Capacity
Describe your readiness to begin to obligate and expend awarded funds within four (4) months.  Please include timelines for acquisition of property, procurement of construction services, anticipated construction timelines, and/or recruitment of individuals to serve.  Please also address how your process meets federal and state requirements.
In your response, include:
· Site control, zoning compliance, and other applicable permitting
· Status of NEPA environmental review, and whether a Request for Release of Funds has been or will be submitted to DOH prior to any choice-limiting actions
· Procurement and implementation timeline
· Financial management systems and internal controls

Trained Staff and Peer Support – 6 Points
Question 8 - (6 points): Staffing and Training
Describe the staffing structure for the project.
In your response, include:
· Staff roles, qualifications, and relevant experience
· Peer-to-peer support roles and supervision structure
· Training plans (trauma-informed care, ethics, de-escalation, recovery support)

Project Long-Term Viability – 16 Points
Question 9 - (16 points): Sustainability
Describe how the project will remain viable beyond the grant period.
In your response, include:
· Current and projected funding sources
· Contracts, referral agreements, or other relationships supporting long-term operations

Program Capacity –16 Points
Question 10 - (16 points): Organizational Capacity
Describe your organization’s capacity to operate recovery housing.
In your response, include:
· Years of experience operating recovery housing or similar programs
· Connection to the community for referrals
· Role within the broader continuum of care

VII. Reservations: 

All applications submitted in response to this NOFA are the sole property of the State and subject to the provisions of Connecticut’s Freedom of Information Act, CGS §1-200 et seq., which provides that public records and documents are subject to public access and copying unless specific exemptions to disclosure exist.  If an applicant believes that portions of its application are exempt from disclosure, the applicant should mark the specific portions as confidential.  Acceptance of an application by DOH that contains such reservations is not an agreement that the material is confidential or exempt from disclosure.  DOH reserves the right to amend or cancel this NOFA, to modify or waive any requirement, condition or other term set forth in this NOFA, to request additional information at any time from one or more applicants, to select any number of applications submitted in response to this NOFA, or to reject any or all such applications, in each case at DOH’s sole discretion.  DOH may exercise the foregoing rights at any time without notice and without liability to any applicant or any other party.  Applications submitted in response to this NOFA shall be prepared at the sole expense of the applicant and shall not obligate DOH to procure any of the services described therein or herein from any applicant.  DOH shall not be obligated to any applicant until a final written agreement has been executed by all necessary parties thereto and all applicable approvals have been obtained. 

Background:

The Pilot Program to Help Individuals in Recovery from a Substance Use Disorder Become Stably Housed (Recovery Housing Program), was authorized under Section 8071 of the Support for Patients and Communities (SUPPORT) Act. The Recovery Housing Program (RHP) allows states and the District of Columbia to provide stable, transitional housing for individuals in recovery from a substance-use disorder. HUD published the allocations for the appropriate Recovery Housing Program funds to 25 grantees on HUD’s website on February 13, 2020. The Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Pub. L. 116-94) (“FY 20 Appropriations Act”) made available $25,000,000 for activities authorized under Section 8071 3 and required the Secretary of HUD to allocate the funds based on the percentages shown in Table 1 of the Federal Register Notice published on April 17, 2019 (84 FR 16027) (the “Formula Notice”).  As required by the SUPPORT Act, HUD allocated funds only to states with an age adjusted rate of drug overdose deaths above the national overdose mortality rate, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The SUPPORT Act requires amounts appropriated or amounts otherwise made available to grantees for RHP be treated as though such funds are CDBG funds under title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302) (‘‘HCD Act’’) and authorizes the Secretary of HUD to waive or specify alternative requirements to any provision of title I of the HCD Act necessary to facilitate or expedite the use of RHP funds, except for requirements related to fair housing, nondiscrimination, labor standards, the environment, and requirements that activities benefit persons of low- and moderate-income. Except as provided in Section 8071 or in the Notice of FY2020 Allocations, Waivers, and Alternative Requirements for the Pilot Recovery Housing Program ([Docket No. FR-6225-N-01], the statutory and regulatory provisions governing the CDBG program shall apply to grantees.  Requirements at 42 U.S.C. 5306(d) and 24 CFR 570.480(g) are waived to the extent necessary to allow a state to use its RHP grant to directly carry out activities, rather than only distribute its RHP funds to units of general local government. The State of Connecticut is permitted to directly fund a public or private non-profit entity as a subrecipient, may procure a for-profit entity to carry out the RHP activities, or may use state employees to administer RHP-funded activities.  The State of Connecticut may also distribute or use RHP funds in entitlement areas and may, pursuant to applicant response and need for these funds.  

Key Cross-Cutting Requirements (eCFR & Federal Laws)

CDBG cross-cutting requirements are federal regulations that apply to projects regardless of the funding source, largely governed by 24 CFR Part 570 and other federal laws. Key areas include environmental reviews (NEPA), labor standards (Davis-Bacon), civil rights/fair housing, the Uniform Relocation Act (URA), and procurement procedures. Compliance is mandatory to avoid penalties. 

· Environmental Review: Projects must comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 24 CFR Part 58, requiring a Request for Release of Funds (RROF) before any choice-limiting actions occur.
· Labor Standards: The Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act and Davis-Bacon Act require prevailing wages for construction contracts over $2,000, and overtime pay for hours over 40 per week.
· Civil Rights & Fair Housing: Grantees must adhere to the Fair Housing Act, Civil Rights Act of 1964, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.
· Uniform Relocation Act (URA): Any project involving property acquisition or displacement must follow the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act.
· Procurement & Financial Management: Adherence to 2 CFR 200 (Uniform Administrative Requirements) for competitive bidding, cost principles, and financial management.
· Section 3: Requires that economic opportunities generated by HUD funds be directed to low- and very low-income residents, particularly those who are recipients of government assistance for housing.
· Floodplain Management & Wetland Protection: Adherence to Executive Orders 11988 and 11990.
· Lead-Based Paint: Compliance with 24 CFR Part 35 for rehabilitation projects. 
Commonly Applied eCFR Sections
· 24 CFR 570.600 - 570.614: Specifically lists "Other applicable laws and related program requirements".
· 24 CFR 570.489: Details program administrative requirements for states, including financial management.
· 24 CFR 5.109: Governs equal participation of faith-based organizations. 
Non-compliance can result in disallowed costs, repayment of funds, and suspension of future funding. 
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